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INTHODUCTiaiib 



Omum$ OrigimU Letter ofMqior Dmmkuf^dkmi 
tkit CUmUne Book, 

t^ IBT <AI fited Mr. IHHtht, of tlM N. Y. Dtilf AdiwtiM^ 

I lE8f got a letter from Zekel BigeldH^ 
ttUiti me that a good many folks want to 0i 
atl the letters I writ to you ptinted in a book| 
Ibr there's a good many konniirfitsf^in abon% 
and this is the ony way to p6t a cross on kiok 
I had a kinder notion the kounterfiters wonM 
g{f to work, and that's the reason why I al- 
Ways stuck to your paper — ^for I was afeard, a* 
I said once afore in one of my letters to yotr, 
that I should git stumped somkimes myself 
with some of them kounterfits, jest as my old 
flftemd Captain Jumper, of the Two PoUie^ 
ati4 President of the Downingrille Bank, wai 
4 ip#n ago, ^$fhUi they brought him a bill oA 

A . 



8 INTRODUCTION. 

his Bank to examin. It w^ so slick a kouii- 
terfit the Captain couldn't tell himself: but he 
is one of them kind of folks that never says 
no thin to commit himself; so says he, 'Now 
it looks like a kounterfit, and now agin it 
don't ; and so upon the bull J oihould say it's 
about midlin.' 

Zekel says that Mr. Harper & Brothers in 
New- York are master hands at printin books, 
and they can turn 'em put there nigh upoh as 
f^^t as Peleg Bissel can wooden clocks. 

There ain't no use in printin all the letters 
I writ to you afore I started with the Gineral 
on the Grand Tower ; for I writ to §o many 
)folks afore that time, that I can't tell the gini* 
wipe from the kounterfits. But you best be- 
jgin where I tell'd you I warn't drownded, an<^ 
then keep on, and let Zekel look over with 
you and correct the spellin, for he is a master 
Jjiaud at that — and he is a real Jackson man, 
ioo; and I don't want nothin printed in that 
}fo6^ unless Zekel and you look well into i^ 
fnd see there is no mistake. 
;. I ony wish I had gone to school a leetle 
more when I was a boy — ^if I had, my letters 
pow would make folks crawl all over ; Hht i£ 
\ had been to school all my lifetime, I Igiow I 



Wtar doiild be kUe to write more honestly tblift 
I hare. I am sometimes pivoled most |daguilf 
tBgit words to tell jest exactly what I think, 
smdiBehat I know ; and when I git 'em, I don^ 
IcDow exketiy how to spell 'em— but so long ap 
I git the sound, I'll let other folks |^t the sensf 
tm't — pretty much as our old friend down to 
Salem, whc bilt a big ship to go to Chinar— hf 
called her the < il^Ao.' Now there is sich ^ 
thing as folks' knowin too much : ail the larne4 
ones was puzzled to know who ' Asha^ was ; 
and they never would know to this day what it 
ment, if the owner of the ship hadn't telPd 'em 
that China was in Asha.' . ' Oh i ah !' says the 
lamed folks, ^ we see now — ^but that ain't the 
way to spell it.' ' What,' ssiys he, 'if il-*-A-^ 
don't spell Ashtij what on earth does it spell?' 
And that stump'd 'em. 

Now that's pretty much all I've got to say 
about my spellin — if folks ain't too larned when 
tiiey read my letter^, they'll git along pretty 
well ; but if they keep thinkin of Latin anci 
grammar all the while, they'll be stump'd pre^^ 
often. When they read my letters, I warn 
them, if they don't know me, jest to keep aa 
eye Ufa my likeness in the book, and all the 
while to keep thiukin that I am a good-natur'<i 



feMett critter as 0V^r msfdied si Aa hoad af 
mMgad^oftnilitia. 

I As sooo as die book is printed^ 1 want yon 
to send a copy oo't to die Gineial : ho kospa 
Idt my letters in the newspapers, bat be woaM 
fflce amazingly to have 'em in a book. 
*' I and the Gineral have been lookin oter 
the laws abont frankin, and we ccmie to the 
Motion that as aH my letters are on public bosi- 
fieds, any of our Congressmen can frank 'em 
las pubKc documents. So if yon can git a 
^food lot on 'em here afore Congress goes horn, 
they will frank 'em all over the country. 
^ If in any of my letters to yon I handle any 
folks without mittins who don't deserve it, it 
ts because I find 'em in bad company. 

2^kel Bigelow wants me to write a Preface 
to the book, and to say sometliin about my life ; 
but it's no use : folks know more about me 
already than I ever tell'd 'em, and some know 
% leetle more than I do myself. The Gineral 
iavs, and I say so too, that it don't amount 

tothin to tell when and where a man was 
ii so much as to know how he lives, and 
laow, and when, and where he is goin to die— 
Aat's a plaguy deal more important. I am as 
true an American, evry inch on me, as ever 
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WBUt baiefool liU I oould earn mony enuff, bf 
ipdy own labqur, beyend payin lor schoolin, t9 
kiy me a pair of shoes : and th^re ain't a eri^ 
|ar in the country I would willingly singe if I 
dida^t think he desarv'd it ; and when I find 
sich kind of folks in offioe, I want to sarve 'em 
as Captain Jumper sarves rats in the Tw# 
PoUies — smoke 'em out* As long as I live 
I mean to do all the good I can ; and if 
foiks will only keep an eye to what I tell 'em, 
things will go strait enuff to rights: but that 
won't be till the people agree to vote for no 
man to any office unless he has got a good 
character, and is capable to do all the dutiea 
honestly and well, and according to law — but 
if the people put scamps in office, jest becaust 
they are party-men, things will go on wor86 
and worse, and there won't be no laws but jest 
such laws as will keep these very scamps in 
their offices ; and so, instead of havin laws to 
protect us agin scamps,^we11 have scamps t0 
make laws for us ; and that's jest t^uAk 
things the rong eend first. We have ff)itgtM| 
laws now — and all that is wantin to kso ktA 
80, is for the people to see that none but t^L* 
good, and the wise, and the honest git ii4r 
office to execute the laws: and if by any aoc^ 
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^nt a 8ly chap slips in, we must keep a nh^rp 
eye on him, and as soon as he goes erodked, 
jmoke him oat. 

Now this is pretty much all I Ve got to say 
|d>out the book; and as to the Preface to it, 
don't forgit my face, and the GineraFs face ; 
and let the likenesses be good and natural. 

Your Friend, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 



It may perhaps be expected that we shall give 
some account of our intercourse with our friend 
Major Downing, previously to the date of the first let- 
ter in the following series ; but not foreseeing what 
was likely to grow out of it, we were not careful to 
preserve any of his Communications, before thei 
commencement of what he emphatically calls " The 
Grand Tower^ 

The Major did not, on his arrival here with " the 
Oineraly^ call on us as he had promised; and, as 
we naturally supposed he was mixed up with 
mat folks, above our calibre, we did not call oh 
Hun. We candidly confess, that not esteeming, as 
% jwrhaps we ought to have done, the company he was 

«we were a little inclined to avoid unnecessary 
Sliarity with him. 
<;Aller the ** Grand Tower** left us, and had pro* 



I 

Wtttotitfcttois, ? 

e ii iid Eastward, a <' C<m>n«r'8 Inquest'* was handed 
QB ka publication ; and it was with an odd mtxtm 
<>f regret and jdeasure we saw that a body had been 
picked up in the Bay, which, from the description, 
was suiqposed to be that of the Major—** drowned rffc 
the bridge at Castle Garden f* and it was publish^ 

This article no sooner met the Major's eye, thah 
he sent us the letter which commencesthis volumSy 
a^d Which we published immediately after its re- 
ceipt. It gave such evidence of there being some- 
thiiog in ** the criUer^** that the whole town caoie to 
us for a printed copy of it, and the papers through- 
out the country gave it an insertion. The Major 
saw, no doubt j that he had at last hit the nail on the 
head ; and he continued writing to us, and we as 
often published his letters. His fame soon rose to 
an elevated station : and from his letters exclusively 
to this paper, he owes his exalted reputation ; as 
his Letter No. XVII. in this volume fully acknow- 
ledges. 

In offering this volume to the public, we are per- 
fectly aware that much of its contents has already 
been read by the community at large, in the public 
papers. That these letters have experienced a de» 
gree of popularity, of which no other fugitive pro- 
duction of our country can boast, is well known to 
every person who has had an opportunity to see the 
newspapers in various parts of the Union. That they 
discover genius and talents of an original and distin- 
guished character, will be admitted by every com^ 
petent judge. The plan of them is new, the satire 
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kfen but good-natured, and the hniMur InNNMt 
fii^ ludkrous. And wW it «§ coasideNd titi ^ 
4dto artielea which have appeared ta the NewwYcndc 
Ooily Advertiser, under the signature of ^ J. J^wth 
jmPt MijoR, OF DowKDveTiiAs Moirru, 9n BmeAnw,** 
and are republished in this volume, are the work of 
one handy the fact will afford conclusive evidence of 
the truth of the remark juat made reapeeting the 
author's gmus and talents. 

THEODORE DWIGHT, 
Editor of the N. Y. DaUy Advertiaer, 
and the Friend of Msyor Dofvfping. 



ZEK£L BIGELOWS CERTIFICATE. 



This is to sartify, that I have, accordin to the direc- 
tion of my friend Major Downing, carefully exam- 
ined and corrected the spellin of all the Letters pa1>- 
lished in this Book and written hy him. I find them 
to be the rale genuine Letters from him to his friend 
Mr. Dwiffht. The originals in his own handwritin 
have been all shown to me by Mr. D wight, and 
there cant be no mistake, as I know Major Down- 
faig's handwritin as well as I do my own ; and as a> 
proof on't, I got the Gravers to copy one of his ^ig- 
natures, which may be found at the bottom of the 
Picture of the " Downingville folksy^^ and it is as 
much like the original handwritin of Major Down- 
ing, as old John H^uicock^s is of hisen to the Declar- 
ation of Independence: 

And then, too, as to the likenesses of the Down* 
ingville folks, they are all as true as natur. 

The Major is on top, and is in his cock'd hat and 
regimentals, jist as he looks a training days. The 
next head under his nose is old Joshua Downing ; 
the next below Uncle Joshua is Sargent Joel ; and 
facin the Sargent is my own likeness, with the like^ 
ness of Deacon Willoby betwixt us. Right above 
iuf own Mkeness is Peleg Bissers ; and in the middle 
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of the hull on 'em is the Deacon's darter. I thought 
I best put her as nigh her father and the Major as 1 
could— ^and I know it will tickle the Major most des- 
perately ; for he has had a sneakin notion arter her 
ever since we had a raisin at Downingville of the 
Deacon's fullin-mill; but the Deacon never would 
give his consent on 'count of the Major's military no- 
tions ; but now that the Major has got up in the 
world, the Deacon don't talk so much agin the Major, 
but has ben heard to say, if he was sartin the Gin- 
eral and the Major would hold together a spell, he 
wouldn't stand agin his darter's goin and joinin the 
Goverment. So there is ho tellin yet what wiU 
come on't. That's the talk at Downingville, but I 
don't know nothin sartin about it myself; but I 
thought it was right to tell all I know, on 'count of 
other women folks, who may be curious to know 
consamin sich matters. 

As the Major has said a good deal about me in 
his Letters, there ain't much use of my sayin much 
on that score. I left Downingville shortly arter the 
grand tower finished there, and sold off my packin- 
yard and moved to this city. I was pretty sartin, 
as things was going, there was about to be a shower 
of good things among some folks, and that Wall- 
street was jest the place to run my net ; and con- 
iiiderin that it has ben pretty tuff times with a good 
many, I hain't got much to complain on, seein that 
I ain't oblig'd to ride home in an omnibus, or go on 
foot nother, every day to dinner ; but can go in my 
own carriage, which comes down for me jist arter 
bank boura. I conaidered a considerable apeH afor^ 
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I made up my mind what to do when I got to New- 
York. I found a good many societies here, but ony 
one on 'em seemed to meet my notions — or, rathef, 
I could ony find one in which I thought I could do 
more good than in any other, and that was " Th§ 
Society for the Relief of distressed Merchants ;" and 
so 1 join'd that jest in the very nick of time — for I 
have ben as busy ever since I join'd it as ever I was 
in sortin and packin mackerel when our fishermen 
got home. 

I thought I would jest mention this whilst my 
hand was in, to let folks know where I be, who may 
want assistance from this Society. I donH like to 
underrate nobody, but I can say, if any one needs 
assistance in my line, if they don't say arter gettin it 
of me, that they have got it a leetle the slickest, 
then my name ain't 

ZEKEL BIGELOW, 

Broker and Banker, 
WaU-street, New-York, 
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LETTER I. 

FBOM TBI NIW-YORK DAILT ADVISTX8IB, 

[ We are happy to leam that the «nDOuncement of the enp- 
poeed death by drownmg, which appeared in this paper, a few 
&j« ago, was a mistake, and that the distinguished indiridaa], 
Major Downing, is sound and welt, down East We have straoff 
hopes of hearing frequeutly from him, touching bis and the Pjpw- 
dflUt^s Umr.— Eds.] 

BasHm, 25th June, 1833. 

Me. Editor, — I have seen in your paper a 
'Orowner's Inquest,' saying I was drowned 
at the bridge at Castle Garden, and picked 
up down in York Bay. This is a tarnal lie 
and I wish you to say so ; I did not so much 
as. get my feet wet when the bridge feU| 
though it was a close shave, I tell you. I was 
riding right alongside the Gineral, — if any 
thing, a little ahead on him. But this aiat 
the only thumper I've heard about that scraps, 
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I hare heaid it said, that Mr. Tan Baren had 
sawed the string-pieces under the brid|ge 
(anybody may gness for what) ; bat that cant 
be 90j for he was right behind the Gineral 
when the bridge kU, and all the folks were 
floundering in the mud and water. I thought 
he was gone, too, for he was right in the 
thickest on 'em. I and the Gineral dapt in 
the spurs, and we weut quick enough through 
the crowd on the Battery ; and the first thing 
I saw was Mr. Tan Buren hanging on the tail 
of the Gineral's horse, and streaming out 
behind as straight as old Deacon Willoby^ 
cue, when he is a little too late to meetin. 
Some of the folks said it look'd like the 
' Flying Dutchman,' and some said something 
about * Tam CFShanter ; but never mind, we 
snaked him out of that scrape as slick as a 
whistle. I don't beliere any one was drowned ; 
but some did get a mortal ducking. I never 
see such a mess: they went in there like 
fiogs — and such an eternal mixing — colonels, 
and captains, and ni^fers, and governors, and 
Milors, and all : it made no odds which went 
Bntf or what end was uppermost. And when 
%B got' up to the tavern, where we put up 
ovwiu^t, I and the Gineral had a real langh 
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to see all our folks coming in one arter an- 
other. Gov. Cass had a bandanna tied round 
his head, — ^^What,' says I, ^Governor, are 
you hurt?' < Not as I knows on,' says he; <but 
I lost my wig.' And sure enough* come to 
take off the handkercher, his wig was gone. 
'Well,' says I, * Governor, you've got Ae 
whole Indian tribes in your department, and 
it is a hard case if you can't get a scalp to 
suit you.' And the Gineral snorted right out 
at this. And then come Gov. Massy; and 
he had his pantaloons rip'd from the waist 
band clean down to the knee. < Well,' says I, 
< this beats all natur ; it will cost more than 
fifty cents to mend them.' 'Never mind. 
Massy,' says the Gineral, 'if you can't get 
them are pantaloons mended, the State '11 give 
you a new pair.' And then we all snorted 
and sniker'd, I tell you. 

I suppose it won't amount to nothing to 
tell you whiat we did in York ; for if seems 
to me every living cretur was there. I 
never see such a crowd in sdl creation ; and 
it has been just so all the while up to 4Mil 
hour. * -^^ 

Fve got the rumatiz now all over itfPMi 
had my hat on for Marly three jnMte*' 
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hM soon as we go out, I take one side atid the 
Oineral toother, and once in a while we diange 
sides, and keep it up, bowing right and left. 
I like that better than shakin hands, for I can 
stand it now, and with one swing bow over 
five thousand follcs at once, and we ci.n\ 
shake off half that number before breakfast. 

Mr. Van Buren gets along pretty weH here 
among the Yankees, considering ; but he has 
got hjs hands full, I tell you. They don't 
hurra here quite as much as they do down 
south, but kinder like to talk over things, 
you know, and we've got plaguey little time 
for that. 'Major,' says Mr. Van Buren, one 
day, ' I wish you would do all the talkin with 
these manufactory folks — ^you have a nack 
that way.' *Well,' says I, 'I don't know but 
I have, but,' says I, *Mr. Van Buren, I guess 
you can talk as glib as most folks.' So he 
can : for I do raly believe, if Mr. Van Buren 
was to^ set up a factory, he would turn out 
cfloth that would suit any kind of living 
cretur, and no one could tell whether it was 
»ade of cotton or flax, hemp or woof— twilled, 
or plain-striped, or checker'd — ^but little of aft 
on 'rni. I never see soch.a curious cretur as 
h» »i«evrjr Ibodf Ukes hbn, «iid lie likes tfrtf 
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body ; and he is just like evry body ; and yet, 
in all the droves of folks I've seen since I left 
Wjftshington, I never saw any body like Mr. 
Tan Buren. Enos Lyman got a painter to 
try and get a likeness of Mr. Tan Buren, for 
his sign-board to the tavern, on the road to 
Tanton. *Well, now/ sajrs I, *just put up 
jour brushes; you may just as well try to 
paint a flash of heat-lightning in dog-days.' 
But he tried it, and the sign-board looks about 
as much like Mr. Tan Buren as a salt cod-fish 
looks like a pocket handkercher. 

We start to-morrow morning down east, 
and I sha'nt be able to write another word tiU 
arter we have been to Downingville. I'm 
going on ahead to lend Sergant Joel a hand to 
get things to rights there ; and if you don't 
bear of cracking work down there, (hat will 
make 'em stare, I'm mistaken. The Qineral 
is amazingly tickled with the Yankees ; and 
the more he sees on 'em, the better he likes 
'em. . * No nullification here, Major,* says he. 
<I{o,'8a]rs I, ^Gineral: Mr. Calhoun would 
stand no more chance down east here, than a 
stumfi'd-tail bull in fly time.' 

J. Downing, Major, *' 
Downingville Militia, ad ^ngMoki 
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LETTER II. 

To the Editor of the New-York Daily Adrertiier. 

DownmgvUief 89fA /Mne, 1833. 

Dear Sir, — This is going to be rather a 
lengthy letter. We've had real times. I b6- 
gun to feel pretty streaked for our folks when 
I see what was done on Boston Gomnion, and 
over there to little Cambridge. I told you I 
was going on here to get things to rights ; and 
When I got here, I found 'em in a terrible taken 
about that crowner's lie down in York Bay. 
There was nothin at all goin on. 
I I went full drive down to the meetin-house, 
and gof hold of the rope, and pull'd away like 
smoke, and made the old bell turn clean over. 
The folks come up thick enough then to see 
what was to pay, and filled the old taberna- 
cle chock full, and there was more outside than 
you could count. * Now,' say^ I, 'I spose you 
think there's going to be preaching here to^ 
day, but that is not the business. The Gifle- 
ral is comin.' That was enough — *Now,* 
says I^ 'be spry. I tell'd the Gineral last 
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"winter he'd see nothing till he got down her^ 
and if we don't make him stare then there's 
n#8nake8. Where's Captain Finny ?' says L 
' Here I be,' sa3rs he ; and there he was, sure 
enough : the crittur had just come out of his 
bush-pasture, and had his bush-hook with him. 
Says I, ' Captain Finny, you are to be the 
xnarshal of the day.' Upon that he jumps 
right on eend. ^ Now,' says I, ' where is Seth 
Sprague, the schoolmaster?' ^Here I be,^ 
says he; and there he stood with his pitch* 
jnpe up in the gallery, just as if I was going 
to give out the salm for him. * You just pocket 
your pitch-pipe,' says I, < Seth, and brush up 
your lamin, for we have pitched on you to 
write the address.' — ^ Why, Major,' says Zekiel 
Bigelow, < I thought I was to do that, and I've 
got one already.' * But,' saj^ I, * you don't 
know nothing about Latin ; the Gineral 
can't stomack any thing now without its got 
Latin in it, ever since they made a Doctor on 
him down there to Cambridge t'other day ; 
but howsever,' sajrs I, ' you shall give the ad- 
dress after all, only just let Seth stick a little 
Hog-latin into it here and there. And now,* 
says I, ^all on you be spry, and don't stop 
stirria till the pwlden's done.' 



, Then tibey begun to hunt for hate, 
down the gallery-etairs they went And if 
there'd been forty thanksgivens and kni^ 
|>endence days comin in a string, I don't be- 
lieve there could be more racket than there 
was in Downingville that afternoon and night 

By ten o'clock next morning all was ready. 
I had 'em all stationed, and I went out and 
come back three or four t|mes across the brook 
by the potash, to try 'em. I got a white hat 
on, and shag-bark stick, put some flour on my 
head, and got on to my sorrel horse, and 
looked just as much like the old gentleman as 
I could. Arter tryin them two or three times, 
I got 'em all as limber as a with, and the last 
lime I tried 'em, you've no idee, it went off just 
as slick as ile. 

' Now,' says I, ^ tenshon the hull ! Stand 
at ease till you see me agin,*' and then I 
streaked it down to old Miss Crane's tavern, 
about two miles off, and waited till the Gine- 
ral come along; and afore I had mixed a 
second glass of switchel up they came, and 
the Gineral looked as chirk and lively as a 
skipper. 

^ Now,' says I, < Gineral, we are going rig^t 
into Downingvilley and no man bareJs togira 
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oniers but myself' and I said this loud 
enougii for Mr. Van Buren and OorerBor 
/Woodbnrjr and all on 'em to bear me^ and 
iiiejr were all as bush arter that as oows in a 
'doTer Jot Then we all mounted, and on we 
fWeut — I and the Gineral alectle a-head on 
tan. And when we crossed the brook, says I, 
^ don't be afeard of the string-pieces here, Gin- 
«ral — ^we atnt in York now.' ' I'll follow yon, 
Major/ sajrs he, ^through thick and thin — I 
iiiMl safe here.' 

- Jest as we got on the note on totber side the 
■teook, we come in sight of Downingville. 
<^e Oineral riz right up in his stirrups, and 
pointed with his hickory, and says be, ' Major, 
that's Downingville.' Says I, that's true 
«nuf, and 1 should like to hear any one say it 
•aint,' sajrs I — ' for the sight on't makes me 
crawl all over, and whenever I hear any one 
say one word agin it, I feel as tho' I could 
take him, as I have done streaked snakes, by 
the tail, and snap his bead off.' ' Why,' says 
die Gineral, ' I knew that was Downingville 
as soon as my eye caught a glimpse on't. I'd 
go,' says he, * Major, east of sunrise any day 
to see sicii a place.' The Gineral was tickled 
^ pieces^ and I thooght I diould go mjrself- 
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tight through my shirtcollar — fory yon 88% 
the Gineral never see sich a sight albie. 

Seth Sprague had put the children all oil 
the school-bouse — ^you couldn't see an atom 
of the roof — with green boughs, and singing 
a set piece he ha4 made ; and when I and the 
Gineral passed by they made it all ring agiit| 
I tell you ; whether it was his facing the sun 
or what, but he looked as if he was e'eny jist 
agoing to cry (for he is a mazin tender-hearted 
crittur). Jist then Sargent Joel, who had 
charge of the field-piece in front of the meetin- 
hous, touched her ofi*; and didn't she speak ! 
This composed the Gineral in a minute — says 
he, ' Major, I shouldn't want nothing better 
than a dozen of them guns to change the 
boundry-Iine along here jest to suit you — ^but 
look, Major, what on earth has got into Mr. 
Van Buren's horse V Sure enough, Sargent 
Joel had put in a leetle too much waddin, if 
any thing, and Enoch Bissel, as sly as a 
weasel, slipped in a swad of grass, that hit 
Mr. Van Buren's horse, and set him capering 
till he kinder flung him. I was as \/rathy as 
murder ; says I, * where is he ? ar^d I arter 
him full split — ^he was clippin it across the 
• orchard, so that you might put an egg on hip 
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^0B$4bpf and it wouldn't role off. I streaked 
-it jnnmd the corner of the stone-fence to head 
btm<— but afore I got to him he ketched Mr. 
Tan Buren's horse, and was clearing out of 
the county — and afore this he is slick enough 
ifi the ProTince. 

^ They tell different stories about it, but Do»- 
c^n Willoby saw the hull on it, and he says 
Mr. Yan Buren hung on like a lamper-eel, till 
he was kinder jerked up like a trounced toad, 
and he came down on the horse's rump jist 
as he kicked up behind, and that sent him 
dean over the fence into the Deacon's potato- 
patch. He turned over so fast in the air you 
could not tell one end from tother ; but his feet 
struck first, and he stood there, the Deacon 
aaySj aod made as handsome a bow to the folks 
as if nothing on earth had happened to him. 

The review of Captain Pinny's company 
did take the shine off them are Boston and 
Salem sogers, I teli you ; but they was all so 
keen arter the Gineral that all I and Captain 
Pinny could do, we couldn't keep the line 
strait ; and they all got into such a snarl, that 
you might as well try to straiten a sheep'si 
wool. 

The bell was ringing all the while ; two 
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•people was np there with itone hamiMa 
potitidiii on her, caae Unde Josh had goM 
and took the betl-rope, and tied one eend otilt 
10 the steepn, and carried the tother eend 
over to the Deacon's chimbly,- more thaii 
twelve rods off; and every inch on't was 
hung full of flags, and where there waVt no 
flags, he had got all the cloth out of the 
fullin-mill; and the gals and Downingville 
boys had gin all their handkerchers, and 
gowns, and flannel shirts, and it was so high 
up, and the wind kinder fehook 'em all together 
80 jrou couldn't tell a checked shirt from an 
old Continental. The Gineral was tickled 
half to death ; says he, ' Major, that looks 
about right.' <It does so,' says I; 'Gineral, 
if that ain't union, I don't know.' He's as 
keen as a brier to Catch any thing cunnin ; 
he don't care where he is, he snorts right out. 
As soon as we got down to the meetin- 
house door, 2^kil Bigelow gin the address ; it 
was stuck full of Latin words here and there, 
like burs in a stray sheep's fleece. Zekil is a 
knowin cretur : he keeps a packin-yard, and 
•salts down more fish than any man in three 
counties round : he don't know so much about 
Latin as some folks, but he did get along with 
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hi» address most curious. He thankU the 
Oinentl for oomin to Downingyille in the first 
place, and then he thank'd him for his proclar 
mation, and for presarvin the Union, and 
threw in the salt, and the nitre, and pickle^ 
and when he come to talk of the nuUifiers, 
he cut and shaved, and made the scales fly, I tdi 
you. Every hair on the Gineral's head stood 
strait on eend. And there stood that cretur 
Zekiel right afore him, talking like a book, 
and his head was as smooth, and every hair 
•D it slicked down with a dipped candle ; and 
that are kew of his we'd tell the folks behind 
which way his eye turned jest as well as 
though they was lookin strait in his face— 
eaas it kinder lodged on his collar, and every 
time he looked up, it wouki stand still a minet, 
and point right strait up in the air. 

Then cum the Gineral's turn,— his heart 
was so fiill, he could but jest speak, and I was 
jist agoin to begin for him, when out he 



' My friends,' says he, ' though I tell'd 'em 
down south my father was an Irishman, and 
my mother, too, I am as clear a Yankee (and 
he turned, and lookin round him, slap'd his 
Jiand on my shoulder), as the Major himself 
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says he^ ' and he knows it.' ' So I do/ says I, 
< Oinera], I telPd 'em all so often enough.' < I 
will presarve the Union, I'll be hang'd and 
choak'd to death if I don't ; and when i want 
pickle I know where to find it. I am glad to 
bear you say that salt petre once in a while 
is good — I always thought so — and if the 
Constitution spiles in my hands for the want 
of it, I wont stand another election.' Here 
the Gineral was goin to stop, but, says I, m 
his ear, ' You must give 'em a little Latin, 
Doctor.' Here he off hat agin — ' E pluribus 
unum,'says he, ' my friends, sine qua non.' 
' That'll do, Gineral,' says I ; and then we 
turn'd to, and shook all the folks round, till 
dinner time, and then we made the hmkB 
beans and salt pork fiy, and the cider too, I 
tell you. The folks hadn't eat nothin tinea 
I got on to the ground. Arter dinner I tell'd 
the Gineral about that are blasted rascal, 
Enoch Bissel, who tucked in the grass waddin. 
* That's the same fellow,' says I, ^ Major 
Barry turn'd out of the Post Office. I knew 
he was a scamp, and if he wasn't then, he is 
now J ^ Why, Major,' says the Gineral, * it was 
jest so with that infernal rascal Randolf ,* if 
he didn't desarye what I gin him afore lift 
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attacked me, he sartinly did afterwards, and 
Where's the odds?' 'Plaguey little/ saya. I, 
< Gineral.' 

ToHiight we're goin to a quiltia at Uncle 
Josh's. Miss Wilioby, the Deacon's eldest 
darter, is sprucin up for it. She is rather too 
old to be handsome, but she is a keen crefur. 
The Gineral and Mr. Van Buren both talk about 
her considerable. If the Gineral don't keep 
a sharp look out, Mr. Van Buren will go clean 
ahead on him on that tack ; for he is the per- 
litest cretur amongst the women you ever 
see. The Gineral says he must have some 
of our Yankee gals in the cabinet next winter, 
and I kinder have a notion there will be some 
hitchin teems doune here abouts afore we 

We shall go strait from here to Saratogue^ 
and wash inside and out there. I expect 
we shall all need washin afore we get 
there. 

This is the longest letter I ever writ in all 
my life, but I'm to' hum now. It would cost 
yoH a good many of your odd ninepenses, I 
guess, to pay the postage, if it want for the 
President — he fValvks all my letters — and that 
aint what he does for most folks. 
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I may tell jrou about the quOtin frolic to* 
nigbti in my next, but I wont promise ; fi>r I 
have jest as much as I can do here, to do all 
the diores for the Gineral, and write near 
about fifty letters a day for him. 
Yours to sarve, 

J. Downing, Major, 
DowningviDe Militia, 2d Brigade. 
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LETTER in. 

Cmue rf the muldm termhuUian of tho PnntUnfs 
Ikutem Taur^Dance at Dowmngville^^Trying tn 
iho QmeraTi coat. 

Oh wip W9^ fmn Saratogue t0 WaMngton. # 

Port land, part waiei^-bui all steanu July 14, 1833. > 

Dear SiR,-*Ever since I wrote to you 
from Downingville that plaguy long letter, I 
ha'nt writ one letter, except for the President ; 
so all the accounts you have seen since are a 
pack of lies. I thought I would wait to see 
what they would say about the Gineral's goin 
hum so sudden, and the cause on% before I 
telPd you all about it. Now this is the hull 
on't — ^Tou remember I tell'd you we were all 
goin that night to a quiltin at Uncle Josh^ ; 
well, we did go, and we had a great time on't, 
you may' depend. But it endid in trouble, 
and split all our folks up into kindlin-wood. 
Arter the quiltin, they cleared away the ki ver* 
lids and knocked up a dance. The Gineral 
led off the old Deacon's darter, and afore he 
got half down he began to smoke ; so he off 
coat, and at it agin, and went clean through. 

c2 
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I kept my eye on Mr. Yan Buren, who was 
not dancing then, but was ready to cut in in 
case the Gineral giv out. As soon as this 
dance was over, he sliped round and wispered 
somethin to the fidler, and tbeii told the folks 
he'd like to show 'em a new dance. Cass, 
and Woodberry, and all on us run off to git 
partners, and all made for the Deacon's darter, 
for she was as spruce ancL as fine as a fiddlOi 
but she was engaged to Mr. Van Buren. 
That crittur, it seems, had secured her for the 
second dance, whilst we were all at dinner 
talking politics. 

We had all been drinkin putty considerable 
of switchel, and cider, and egg-pop, with a 
little New England in it, and felt good-natur'd 
and wrathy jest as it turned up, and come 
plaguy nigh havin a fight right off"-— for I 
didn't kinder like that move of Mr. Van Buren's. 
However, I thought I wouldn't spile sport, 
seein I was to hum, and they all strangers : 
the Gineral tell'd me to let him alone, and he'd 
put things to rights : sure enuf, he work'd 
round, and put all the folks in a ring, so there 
warn't no top nor. no bottom, they were all 
kinder head and kinder tail. < Now,' says he, 
^ I'll call the figefs,' — and the fiddle began— 
and such a caperen you never see. < First 
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dance to your partners,' says he ; and at it 
they went, he all the while figerin in the 
middle with the Deacon's darter. After shuf- 
flin away^ at this, the tune changed, and he 
called out, — ' Change partners, and shuffle the 
next ;' and so they chang'd, and shuffled and 
changed, one arter another, till each one 
danced clean round the ring. 'Now,' says 
he, ' all hands round — turn partners half round 
—cross over with a swing — ^back agin-^right 
and left — ^riggledown and shuffle:' and you 
never see sich a snarl — there warn't one on 
'em had the partner he started with. Unkle 
Josh, who led off old Miss Sprague, Seth's 
mother, had got Zekil Bigelow's youngest 
darter ; Sargent Joel was dancing with the 
Deacon ; and Cass and Woodberry stood back 
to back shufflin to nobody; and there was 
that crittur Mr. Yan Buren, with the Deacon's 
darter, shavin it down, right along side the 
fidler, clean up head, and just then he twitch'd 
the bow out of the fidler's hand, and gin it a 
draw over a candle, and that put a stop to 
the pinsic lor that night. The Gineral 
snorted: says he, ^^ Major, I tell'd you he'd 
put things strait — ^'tis just so in my Cabinet-* 
he's a master crittur to put things to rights 
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diere ; and when we all got in that plaguy 

snarl there, he cut and shuffled them up, and 

afore we could say Jack Robinson, all the 

troublesome fellers were shuffled out.' < He's 

a master hand at it,' ^ays I, ' sure enuff.' As 

there was an eend of the dance, all the galls 

off shoes and stockins, and went hum, caze it 

was kinder muddy ; and we all went to the 

tavern, and the Gineral went to bed. We all 

then b^^n to plan for the next day, but some 

of the folks was plaguy crusty. Seth Sprague 

wanted to show his school-house ; Zekil Big- 

elow wanted all on us to go to his packin- 

yard ; and the Deacon said he would like to 

•how us his fuUin-miil, and give a kinder 

thanksgivin ; but nothin seemed to go right. 

We concluded to call the Gineral, and so I 

went in, but he was so sound asleep I thought 

it wouldn't do to wake him ; so, for a kinder 

sport, I brought out his hat, and coat, and 

hickory, < Now,' says I, * this is all I can get 

of the Glnerttl to-night, and we'll all try on, 

and whoever they lit best, shall decide what's 

to be done :' and we put Zekil in the chair as 

moderator, Woodberry was just goin to take 

otf his coat, when Zekil, and nigh upon all on 

VmWi Mid he carried a leetle to much blubber, 
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aiil he stood aside and didn't try at all. Gass 
off ooil and put on the Qineral's, and it fitted 
him to a hair ; but the Gineral's hat was a 
leeile too small for him. ' Mr. Van Buren^ 
turn came next ^ as soon as he put on the 
coat, he riz on his toes ; but it would not do ; 
it kivered him to his heels, and the hat fell 
on his shoulders, and you couldn't see nothin 
on earth of him. ' How does that look, Zekil? 
says he. ' Why,' says Zekil, * it looks plaguy 
curious.' ' Is the coat too long, or am I too 
short? sajrs Mr. Van Buren. * Well, I donS 
know exactly which,' says Zekil, < FU think 
on't to righto.' < That's right, Zekil,' saysX 
^ don't commit yourself;' and then they all 
kinder snickered ; and the laugh went agfit 
Mr. Tan Buren. 'Now, my friends,' sayi^ 
Mr. Van Buren, ' one word, and I'm done — it 
is not, and never has been, and never will be 
my wish to fit the coat «id hat extxctly; but I 
think that whoever wears either should be 

I 

least seen.' ' Well,' says Zekil, < that's m7 
notion too ;' and that kinder turned the laugh 
tolher way. 

Then £um my tarn ; but I see how the cat 
jump'd, <|p^' says I, * 111 jest step out and r^ 
in anolhmt room:' and I went strait to the 
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Oineral, and woke him up, and tril'd hin all 
about it — ^he was as wrathy as thunder-— and 
when he gets his dander up, it's no joke, I tell 
you. So in he went. 'Well,' says Zekil, 

* if I hadn't seen the Majo^r look jest so this 
mornin, I'd swear that was the Glneral him- 
self.' The Gineral then gin 'em all a hard 
look, and said somthin, but a plaguy leetle 
softer ; and the cat was out of the bag — and 
then cum trouble. 'What,' says he, 'all on 
ye Presidents, hey ! who has been trying on 
my coat V They were all as mum as a Quaker 
meetin. Til start by daylight,' says he, 

* for Washington.' — * Major,' says he, * do you 
go by the way you have plann'd, and tell the 
folks that I can't cum ; for may I be etar* 
nally'— 'That will do,' says I, 'Gineral.' 
And with that he gin 'em all a real hard look, 
and went to bed. The next mornin, sure 
enuf^ he was off, Mr. Van Buren and some 
others with him. Cass hung back: and I 
streaked it round through New-Hampshire, 
cut across the edge of Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, and Vermont, and into York State, 
and smack up to Saratogue. 'Twas well I 
did so, for the folks were all waitiij. I telPd 
*em all jest one story, for it was no use to tell 
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Wy'^ibMr, fiyr Ae nil-road and sMonboatt giil 
80 plaguy &3t, afore I was done telling th# 
folks in one town I was in another; and 
how on earth Mr. Van Buren manages it^ or 
could expect me to tell the masons one story, 
and the anti-masons another, I can't tell. 

Finding, when I got to Saratogue, all the 
flashy folks was at Congress Hall, I put up 
there too ; and it's close alongside the spring. 
Mr. Wescot was right glad to see me, and I 
had a real time there for a week. There vnA 
a swod of fine folks, and dreadful handsome 
galls ; and the house was nigh upon chuck 
foil. They all wanted to know about the 
Oineral, and I tell'd 'em pretty considerable 
about it, and that we was all on our own hook, 
now, pretty much. And I don't see but what 
I stand about as good a chance to be President 
as any on 'em. I met a man from Georgia 
there, 6 feet 9 inches high, a real good fellow. 
Most all these sodthem folks are good fellows^ 
if you don't say nothin about the Tarifi*, nor 
freein the niggers ; but they talk pretty big — 
I know how to manage them, the Gineral 
tell'd me a siecret about that — says he 'Major, 
when they say they can hit a dollar, tell ^m 
you can hit a fourpence happenny.' This 
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and I had a good many talks abont 
politics, but we both thought alike, and didn't 
quarrel about that; and he tell'd me Georgia 
would go "for me, arter the Giueral, as soon as 
any north of mason and dickson. Says he, 

* Can you shoot a rifle, Major ?' ' Pretty con-r 
siderable,' says L ' I can hit a chip in the air,' 
says he, < 5 times out of 6 shots.' Sa3rs I, 
'Well,'! can beat that, I guess, for I can hit 
one 7 times in 4 shots.' ^Well,' says he, 

* that's enuf, we won't waste powder, and I 
knock under.' Says he, ' Major, I reckon I 
can drink more Saratogue water than you.' 
< I'll bet a York shillin of that,' says I. « Done,* 
sajTS he — and we stak'd the money. Says he, 

* Mr. Wescot, give me a pitcher,' — and down 
he went to the spring. This kinder made the 
folks think I was swamp'd. But I went 
round to Patten^s stable, and got a bucket, and 
down I went to the spring ; and as soon as 
he saw me, he smashed his pitcher in a minet. 
Says he ' Major, I knock under.' 

J swash'd her round there, at Saratogue, 
for a week, I tell you. I drank nigh upon S 
buckets every morning; and I am as clear 
now as a whistle. I am only sorry I didnl 
bring Seth Sprague along with me, with hia 
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]iiteli-pipey jist to take the shine off ^dtiit 
'ere mngers at Mr* Wescot'e house ; he'd beat 
arjr 9ae on 'em. 

I got a letter from the Gineral yesterday, 
telling me to cum on to Washington as 
soon as steem can bring me ; and I'm goin 
there like a streek of chain-lightning. Fm 
afeard there's more trouble there. That new 
dance at Uncle Josh's, and trying on the 
Qineral's coat and hat among 'em, has kinder 
knocked noses ; and I and the Gineral will 
have our hands fiill to get things to rightSi 
and rig up a new message for the next Oon* 
grass. 

I ramain etamally yours, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downbigrille Militia, dd Brigade. 
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LETTER IV. 

Appamtment of the Major to visit the Bonis— the twe 

To my Old Friend. 

WaahmgUm^ July 24, 1833. 

Dear Sir, — The last letter I wrote to you 
was on my way from Saratogue to Washing- 
ton. I got safe to the White House about 
midnight, and the only crittur awake there 
was Mr. Tan Buren, who I found pretty busy 
writing letters about a Convention he is arter. 
He was dreadful glad to see me, for he said 
the President did'nt want him to leave before 
I cum. He wanted to be off north himself. 
He said the President was also getting a little 
shaky about the Bank, jist because he found,, 
when he got to Washington, some of our folks 
had taken in change some counterfeit < Safety 
Fund' bills, and also other small bills that 
won't go— 'why, darn it,' says I, *Mr Van 
Buren, I am glad to hear that, case I've got 



•ome raal shayes myself in that way, and I 
was plaguy fraid I was the anly on^ ;' and so 
I out with my setHnskin wallet, and I showed 
him a mess on 'em. There was Green County 
— Columby — ^Middle District — Belchertown— 
Wiscasset — ^Monmouth — ^Tombugby — ^Frank* 
lin — Winthrop . — Greenbu rgh — Hallo well — 
Ptasamaquoddy — and the plague knows what- 
all ; and some on 'em had Mr. Van Buren's 
head on one eend. ^ Now,' says I, ' who is to 
stand this racket 7 for I won't, caze you told 
us all afore we started on this frolic not to 
have nothing to do with < Biddle's Bills,' — so 
III jist hand them Sver to the Treasury De- 
partment, and let 'em go with that mess of 
< State Bank Paper' already there — it won't 
make a mighty difference, and we need not 
bother the Gineral about it.' 

The next morning I saw the Gineral, and 
we had a real shaking. He was "dreadful 
glad to see me. Says he, 'Major, do you 
know I'm stumpd about that 'ere Bank arter 
all P (You see he is a rale business man ; he 
goes right at it oflf-hand, and when he gits one 
thing in his head, he sticks to it till its out 
and done with.) ' We ha re been -^hay'd^ 
says he, ' most infamally, with some of them 
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^Bie State Banb ;' and with diat» lie out with 
his wallet, and unrolled a mess on 'em, suxe 
enuSl ' Look here,' says M, ' Hajor, here is 
one made payable to me, and got my head on 
one eeiid, and Mr. Van Burenfs on tother j(blast 
their impudence), and they tell me it ain't 
worth a copper ; and there ain't one in all that 
bundle I can get the hard dollars for without 
losing a most half.' 

* But,' says I, * Gineral, where is Mr. Van 
Buren's safety valve?' 'Safety valve,' says 
the Gineral, ' what's the use of a safety valve 
when the boiler is bust, Major?* 'Plaguy 
little,' says I, 'sureentfff; I didn't think of 
that,' 8a3rs I, < Gineral.' 'That are Safety 
Fund,' sajrs the Gineral, ' I'm afraid won't do, 
Major, because you see it's all ' hair of the 
same dog,' arter all.' * Well now, Gineral/ 
says I, ' that's been my notion all along, be- 
case if all the Banks bust, the Safety Fund 
will jist be of the same kind of stuff, that will 
bust too, unless in the mean while they change 
it off for Biddle's Bills, and that would not be 
&ir to some body.' ' Well^ Migor,' says the 
Gineral, ' you do know about as much about 
most things as most folks, and as I said b&* 
ffHre, Fm stump'd about that Bank of IT. &» 
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tad I want you to help me AgvLte it ont. I want 
-yon, Major,' sayi he, ' to look into that matter. 
If the Bank is good, and sound, and safe, we'll 
vtick to it ; if it ain% we'll Uow it sky high.' 
* What,' says I, < Gineral, do you want another 
report V ' Not by a dam'd sight,' says he ; ' I 
don't understand the reports, Major; and 
that isn't all, I don't believe they do who make 
them — ^no,' saye he, ' Major, Mr. Van Buren 
wants Amos Kendall to go and make report 
about the State Banks, and their Safety Funds : 
and I want you to go and look into Biddle's 
Bank at the same time. I'll gire you a letter 
of authority ; and when you come back we'll 
talk the matter over together. You know, 
Major, that I am not one of that 'ere sort of 
folks that says a thing is black to-day, because 
I thought it was black 3resterday. There was 
a time when I thought I could hang all the 
Yankees at Hartford under the 2d section, 
but I don't think now it would be exactly 
right ; I am an honest man, Major, and ain't 
afeard to change my opiqion.' . 

Now this is the Gineral all over ; and I am 

off to-morrow to Philadelphia ; and if I don't 

give Mr. Biddle and his money-bags a stirring 

. up, I'm mistaken ,* there is no one thing Vm 

d2 
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m> eale at, as loeking thiongfa aocouuts. I 
ahovad that once as clear as a whistle, when 
I settled the first mackerel voyage of the 
*Two PoUies,' Cftpt. Jumper. There were 
nine owners, and three on 'em found the rig- 
gin, and the other six built the hull, and the 
captain fitted her out, and was to get every 
seventeenth fish for his share, extra, for his 
aervices« Each one was to draw his share^ 
according to amount and sarvices. It was 
all strait enufT, only some of the riggin was 
taken from the 'Amiable Mahitable,' belonging- 
to one of the three who found the riggin, part 
of which was paid back by Capt. Jumper. 
They puzzled at a settlement all winter ; but 
1 saw thru' it in a minute, and made it all as 
strait as a loon's leg. I showed the Gineral the 
accounts one day, and I suppose that is 4fae 
reason why he wants me to look into the 
Bank. I'll tell you more about it to rights. 

Yours, from 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downingville Militia, ad Brigade. 
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LETTER V. 

United StaUs Bank. 

PoUidied ** By AQthority." 

Rip-Rap9, AugmH ^ 1833. 

Dear Sir, — I have just got here after ex* 
amio in the Bank ; and it was the toughest 
job I ever had in my life. The Ginend was 
80 bent on my doing it that I had to ' go a- 
head/ or I'd sneak'd out the first day. I was 
nigh upon a week about it, figerin and siferin 
all the while. Mr. Biddle ^iee quick enuff it 
wasMio fool's journey I come on ; and 1 made 
some of his folks scratch their heads, I tell 
you. I gin 'em no notice of ray comin, and 
I jump'd right in the thickest on 'em there one 
day when they were tumblin in and shellin 
out the money like corn — ^ now,' says I, ' my 
boys, I advise all on ye to brush up your mul- 
tiplication tables, for I am down upon jroU 
with aiigatibu, and the rule of 3, and vulgar 
firactioQs ; and if I find a penny out of place^ 



the Oinend ^hall know it. I'm no green horn 
nonmember of Congress, nor Judge Clayton, 
nor Mr. Cambreleng neither,' says I. As soon 
as Mr. Biddle read the letter the Gineral sent 
by me, says he, < Major, I'm glad the Gineral 
has sent some one at last that knows some- 
thing, and can give a strait account ;' and with 
that he calPd all the bank folks, and tell'd 'em 
to bring their books together. * Now,' sajrs 
he, ^ Major, which eend shall we begin at 

^t?' 'It makes no odds which,' says I; 

all I care about is to see if both eends meet ; 
and if they don't, Mr. Biddle,' says I, < its all 
over with you and the Bank — ^you'll all go, 
'hook and line :". and then we off coats, and 
went at it. I found some of them 'ere fellows 
there plaguy sharp at siferin; They'd do a sum 
by a kinder short Dilworth, quick as a flash. 
I always use a slate — it comes kinder natural 
to me; andlchalk'd her off there the first 
day, and figur'd out nigh upon 100 pretty con- 
aiderable tuff sums. There was more than 3 
cart load of 1>ooks about us, and every one on 
^em bigger than the Deacon's family Bible. 
And such an etarnal batch of figerin I never 
see, and there warn't a blot or a scratch Ui 
Aa hull on 'em. 



I put a good many qnestioiia to Mr. BiddW^ 
iMP the Oineral gin me a long tiring .on^|m } 
mid I thought some would stagger hun ; but 
be answered them all jnst as glib as our boyt 
in Downingrille do the catakize, from tht 

* chief eend of roaot clean through the petft* 
lions. And he did it all in a mighty d vil way; 
loo ; there was only one he kinder tried to git 
round, and that was — how he came to have ' 
so few of the Oineral's folks among the Di* 
rictors until very lately?— r-* Why,' says hOi 

* major, and Major,' says he (and then he got 
up and took a pinch of snuff and oflbred mO 
one), says, he, ^ Major, the Bank knows no 
party ; and in the first go off, you know, tbi 
Gineral's friends were all above matters of so 
little importance as Banks aod Banking. If 
we had put a toanch in Downingville,' says 
he, * the Gineral would not have had occasion 
Id ask such a question ;' and with that he 
made me a bow, and I went home and took 
£nner with him; It is plaguy curious to heaf 
him talk about millions and thousands ; and 
I got as glib too at it as he is ; and how on 
earth I shall git back again to ninepences and 
|burpenco<happenies I can't tell. 

After I had been iigerin away Iheie ni|^ 
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upon a week| and used up 4 or 6 slate pendb^ 
undiBpit my mouth aa dry as a oob, rubbiiroiil 
tbe sums as &st as I did them, I writ to the 
Gineral, and tellM him it was no use ; I could 
find no mistake ; but ^ long^as the Bank was 
at work, it was pretty much like counting a 
flock of sheep in a fall day, when thejr are just 
let into a new stubble — ^for it was all the while 
crossing and mixing, and the only way was to 
lock up all the Banks, and as fast as you count 
'em, black their noses. 

*Now,' says I one day to Squire BiddlCi 
* ril just take a look at your money-bags, for 
they tell the Gineral you han't got stuflF enuff 
in the Bank to make him a pair of spectacles ; 
none of your rags,' says T, * but the real grit :* 
and with that he caD'd 2 or 3 chaps in Quaker 
coats, and they open'd a large place about as 
big as the' east room>;^and such a sight I 
never see — ^boxes, bags, and kegs, all full, and 
I should say nigh upon a hundred cord. Says 
I, ' Squire Biddle, what on earth is all this 
for; I'm stump'd.' — * O,' says he, ' Major, thatVi 
our Safety Fund.* * How you talk !' says I. 

< Now,' ssiys I, * is all that genwine !' « Ev- 
ery dollar of it,' says he ; * will you count it, 
Major V says he. « Not to^y,' says I ; * but 
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Mthe Gineral wants me to be particular, FU 
jaat himle some on ^em ;' and kt it I wen^ 
.kammer and file. It raly did me good, for I 
dhd not think there was^so much rale chink in 
all creation. So when I got tired, I set down 
on a pile, and took out my wallet, and- began 
to count oyer some of the ' Safety Fimd' notes 
Igotehaved with on the grand tower. ' Heis^ 
says I, ' Squire Biddle, I have a small trifle I 
should like to dicker with you — its all * Safety 
Fund,' ' says I ; ^ and Mr. Van Buren's head 
is on most all on 'em.' But as soon as he put 
his eye on 'em he shook his head. I see he 
had his eye-teeth cut. ' Well,' says I, * it's no 
jnatter ;'— 4>ut it lifted my dander considerable. 
* Now,' says I, < Mr. Biddle, I've got one more 
question to put to you, and then I'm through. 
.You say your bills are better than 4)ard dol* 
laxs; this puzzles me, and the Gineral too. — 
Now how is this T * Well,' says he, 'MajoFi 
m tell you : suppose you have a bushel of 
potatoes, in Downingville, and you wanted to 
selkd them to Washington, how much would 
it cost you to get them there T * Well,' says 
I, ' about two shillins lawful — ^for I sent a bar- 
jrel' there ta the Gineral last fall, and that cost 



48 UTTBBS OV 

me a dollar freight' < Well,' says hsi «i 
foae Fve g6t potatoes in Waabiogton jisi mr. 
good as yours, and I take your potatMS iti.-^. 
Downingville, and give you an order la s^ 
oeive a bushel of potatoes in Washington, 
wouldn't you save two shillings lawful by 
that? We sometimes charge,' says he, ^a 
trifle for drafts when the places are dislM% 
tknt never as much as it would cost to carry 
the dollars :' and with that we looked into the 
accounts agin, and there it was. Sa3rs I, 
* Squire Biddle, I see it now as -clear as a 
whistle.' 

When I got back to Washington, I found 
the Gineral off to the ^ Rip-Raps,' and I arter 
faira. One feller there tell'd me I couldn't go. 
to the ' Rip-Raps' — that the Gineral was there 
to keep off business ; but as soon as I tell'd 
him who I was, he ordered a boat, and I pad- 
dled off. 

The Gineral and I have talked over all tlie 
Bank business ; he says it is not best to poln 
lish my report, as he wants it for the meaa&§ti 
and it would only set them ^ocA;-fish nibUin 
agin in Wall-Street. I made him stare when 
I tell'd him about the dollars I saw there, and 



MOe ind awhile he voaU rinUe ha ftn ap 
lfl{B»l»n of ravliM; and when I tdTId kvi 
BUfla wonldn't gi«e nw anyof Int 'Safajr 
Pond' for any of Mr. T«n Burd^ AbI I hid 
with me, the Gineral took oat hit wxDet, and 
iltuig it mora tbsn 5 nda into the bnktn. 
-"■ ^PTe are bow pretty hasy, fitting and jotniag 
dnllMBs and rafiera of the mesnge ; and if 
B&.TauBiiTen dont get back before we begbi 
to shingle it, I gaess bia 'Safety- Fond' will 
Btand bat a poor chance. 

The Gineral don't care mUcfa aboat haTing 
hia head for a sign-board ; bat says be, ' Ma^ 
jor, when they put my bead mi one eend of a 
Bulk Bill, and Hr. Tan Boren's cm tother 
eend, and < promiae to pay Andrew Jackson,' 
and then blow np, it's too bad — ^I wtm't allow 
it — it shan't bel' The Gineral says, if he al- 
lows Amos Keodle to make his report abont 
Hip State Banks, it is bat fair to let me pnUish 
■^e about Sqaire Biddle's Bank. So I am 
iPp^g mine ready. 

' - W« bare a fine cool time here, and aint 
bothered with Office Seekers ; we can see ^m 
in droves all along shore, waitin for a chance. 
One iellow swam off last night to get ^ 



pointed to some office — the Gineral thinks of 
making him minister to the King of the Sand« 
wich Islands, on account of their being all 
good swimmers there. 

-Yours, etarnally, 

J* Downing, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 



XAJOU J. DOWMINO. 51 



-v'J*. 



LETTER VI. 

To be printed by my old fnend Mr. Dwigfat 

TO AMOS KINDLE, 
Somewhere North among " Safety FondP* Btnka* 

Dear Amos,— Not knowing* where yoalte 
exactly, I write you this letter through the 
papers, for they go everywhere, and you'll 
most likely git it that way soonest. The Gin* 
eral is in some trouble; for since you left 
Washington, he and I have been looking into 
the Law Books, and the Bank Charter, and 
he says he thinks we shall be snag'd, if we 
don't look out pretty sharp how we meddle 
jist yet with our money in the U. S. Bank. 
And ever since I have been tellin him abou 
my examination of Biddle's Bank, he don't 
seem to feel so wrathy agin it. And he is 
pla|^y t^A if he takes away any of our money 
firbill Bi^^e, we shall have to take away all 
the founts top ; and we have enuff now to 
make us stagger. The Gineral would lUike 
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yon to ask Biddle if he won't keep the 'counts, 
and let us have the money. If he won't do 
that, then he thinks you best do nothin, for on 
lookin into the Treasury and batin that batch 
of state paper there, that ain't worth nothin, 
and seein that them blasted Frenchmen han't 
paid that bill yet, and a good many things a 
little singed by the fire last spring — ^we han't 
got qtiite anf modi cash as we thought on. i 
There it anodier thing too puzzles us con- 
siderable. When the United States Bank was 
chartered,. it was agreed that seein it paid a 
pretty oohsidemble round sum for keepin oar 
money, w^e ihsbde 'em also agree to do all our 
business in the money way — ^receive and pay, 
and take resates for all the old sogers, and pay 
the interest on the public debt, and so on ; and 
then we agreed to take their money in payment 
of all debts comin to us. The Gineral thinks 
he can't well git round this; and we have 
looked through all the Law Books, and regu* 
lations of the army, and can't find nothin 
there to help us. * So,' sa5rs he, ' Major, we 
shall be %ag'd if we don't look out sharp ; 
for as soon as we put our 'counts in other 
banks, that crittur Biddle won't let any thing 
like a bank bill go out of his bank that \7e can 



ne vhere va vant it Nov m<York ibe^U 
shell oat New-Orleans, and Sl Louig, ijikI 
Mobile branch notes to pay bonds with, ind 
away South we shall git Bufiain, and down 
fast branch paper, and we shidi hare to \ag 
them about ourselres to git the doUais foi 
them. And'then,' says be, 'arter nil, M^Jot, 
we shall run the risk agin of gittin our wal- 
lets ^ed with some more of them Safely Fund 
notes. 1 doirt like the looks of it at all — I 
wish,' says h?, ' Amos was back agin in Wash- 
.ington, and let Congress do with the Bank as 
|r~-p1eases. I won't be pestered with it any 
more, by the Eternal !' says he, (and he was 
ony just beginnin to thunder), when I, just to 
turn the cloud, teU'd him Calhoun was in 
Georgia. And then I tell'd him I would write 
to you, and tell you to come home. The 
Gineral says you may go to ^aralogue, and 
talk over matters with Mi. Van Buren. and as 
he got us into the scrape, tell him to git us 
out of it-asSrell as he can ; but you must all 
on you be in Washingtoti pretty soon, for its 
gittia kinder windy down here, '('ake care 
bov jrou write and talk to some of the Banks 
in York ; them Mlers bare got their eye>teelh 
b3 
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eat, and know plaguy nigh as well as we do 
about most things. 

The Gineral thinks that was a pretty con* 
aiderable of a cute move in Mr. Tan Buren, 
folding Isaac HxVL along with Cass. He stugk 
lo him like a lamper eel till he got to BuflSdo, 
Mid then unhooked. Ill write to you agin in 
a few days. Tours, 

J. Downing, Major, 
le Militia, 2d Brigade. 
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LETTER Vn. 

r 

MttfOtD^uming manages the Official Corr u pondu^ 
of the Pr'esiderU — A simple GovemmetUr^jfidf^ 

BisseVsChum. . -' 

it 

R^IU^ps, na ^««ii0C, 1833. 

My Good Friend, — * The Chn^rdffO; 
will leave here on Saturday, 90 you nAk'idl 
all our friends to stop sending any mora letters 
here. We go strait to Washington, to put 
things to rights there for winter. 

I and the Gineral have got things now pretty 
considerable snug ; and it is raly cunous to 
see how much more easy and simple all the 
public affairs go on, than they did a spell agd, 
when 1Mb:. Adams was President. If it wamt 
for Congress meetin, we cou'd jest go al)out 
pretty much where we pleas'd, and keep 
things strait too ; and I b^^ to think now, 
with the Gineral, that arter all, there is no 
great shakes in managin the affidrs of the 
nation. We have pretty much alLon us ben 
jpggin about now since last grass, and things 
are jest as strait and clear now, as they was 
then. The Gineral has nigh upon ma4e up 
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his mindi that there is no use to have any 
more Congress. They only bother us — they 
wou'd do more good to stay at home, and 
write letters to us tellin what is goin on 
among 'em at home. It would save a con- 
nderaUe sum of money too ; and I'm also 
aartain that there is a plaguy raft of fellows 
on wages that don't earn nothin. Howsever, 
we are goin on makin things more simple 
^cvery day ; and we once and a while nock 
off a pretty considerable number of cogg- 
wheels and trunn el-heads. 

The Gineral says he likes things simple as a 
mouse-trap. But what I like most is, he won't 
have no one about.him who outranks me ; so 
there is me, and Major Barry, add Major 
Smith, and Major Earl, and Major Donaldson, 
and Major Lewis, and Major Eaton — and 
Major Blair, a pretty considerable of a man 
to do the printing, and tell the folks where 
we be, and once and a while where the land 
sales and contracts be too. There is enuff on 
us to do all that's wanted. Every day, jest 
arter breakfast, the Gineral lights his pipe, 
and begins to' think pretty hard, and I and 
Majof Donaldson begin to open letters for 
him; and there is more than three bushels 
every day, and all the while coming. We 
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donl git through more than a bushel a day^; 
and never trouble long ones, unless they 
eome from Mr. Van Buren, or Mr. Ktodle, or 
80ihe other of our great folks. Then we sort 
'em out, jest as Zekil Bigelow does the 
mackerel at his packin-yard, for tho' there are 
plaguy many more sorts than he finds among 
fish, we only make three sorts, and keep 3 
big baskets, one marked ^not red,^ another 
*red, and worth nothin,' and another 'red, 
and to be answered.' And then all the Gin^ 
eral has to do, is to say, ' Major, I reckon we 
best say iso and so to that,' and I say ^ jest so,> 
or not, jest as the notion takes me — and then 
we go al4t 

We ImM all the Secretaries, and the Vice 
President^ end some District Attornjrs, and a 
good many more of our folks, and Amoe 
Swindle, moving about ; and they tell lis jest 
how the cat jumps. And, as I said afore, 
if it warnt for Congress meetin once a year, 
we'd put the Groverment in a one Jiorse wag- 
gon, and go jest where we liked< 

The Oineral was amazingly tickled tother 
day. Peleg Biissel-^you know Feleg, who is 
all the while whlUin, and sawin, and makiti 
docks and apple^pareri, and ehumsi and Kvei 
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nigfa Seth Sprague'ii school-house, down to 
Downingville), wbU, Peleg sent the Gineral a 
new chum of his own invention ; and he 
calls it the 'Jackson Churn,' — ^he wants a 
patent for it. The cute crittur say^, in his 
letter to the Gineral, that that 'ere chum is 
jest like his Goverment — ^it's only got one 
wheel — and a smasher — and that it will make 
more butter than any other chum, and out of 
eny most anything. The Gineral is so 
tickled with it, he will set and turn it nearly 
all day. Sa3rs he, 'Major, I like this 'ere 
chum amazingly ; that Bissel is a knowin fel- 
low. If that churn had been made by Con- 
gress, it would have more than 60 wheels and 
springs, and make no more butter arter all. 
Major,' says he, * tell Peleg I thank him, and 
send him a patent.' 

And so I did ; and I tell'd him in the letter, 
that the Gineral would keep his chum in the 
. ball of the White House, to let folks see that 
it didn't require as many cog-wheels to make 
butter as they think on, and then when they 
come up chamber, in the Cabinet-room, and 
find only me and the President, they'll under- 
stand .it the better. When the Gineral come 
lo sign this letter— ' Well,' says he,'Mi0Qr, 
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that's jest what I was thinking on.' We gel 
every day an everlastin bach of letters froQi 
Mr^ Van Buren and Amos Kindle, and they 
are so plaguy jagged, that we can't make 'em 
fit exactly with some others, eny most as 
jagged, from the South and West, and all 
from our folks too.. One wants one thingi 
and one wants tother. Some of our folks 
down South say, if the Bank is put down^ we 
shall all be split up into splinters there. And 
jest so, only tother way, they say, we shan't 
find in a week any of our folks North, if the 
Bank is rechartered, and some talk of the 
nullifiers in Georgia goin for Mr. Van Buren, 
and that we must look out sharp, and not do 
nothing agin 'em.' And some say that 'ere 
tower of Mr. Webster away west, and his 
speeches, bother some on 'em plagily. I was 
a Uttle stumped for a spell myself; and I 
tell'd the Gineral, says I, < Gineral, if you 
expect me to satisfy all these folks, you're 
mistaken; we can't do it,' says I. 'WeU^ 
then,' says he, - we mtlst send for Mr. Tan 
Buren.' This kinder nettled me, and says I, 
< Gineral, you han't forgot that 'ere chum 
already.' <No, no,' says he, 'we'll stick to 
that, Major.' < Well, then,' says I, 'do you 
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chun keeps his bread buttered,' says I, 

'byn heeis than that 'ere churn's got.- 

'Wei r,' says the Gineral, 'he is a plaguy 

curioi :ur, arter all— he'll make wheels 

turn mes right agin one another, yet 

hegil 1 lets his slice Tall, 

or so ; of his hand, it 

ftlway^ ,iu butter side up.' 

'Well,- eays 1, 'G. don't yoti know 

why?' 'Not exactly,' says he, 'Major.' 'Well,' 
says I, Til tell you — he butters both sides at 
once,' says I. The Gineral drew hia face all 
into a rumple for about a minet, and then he 
snorted right out. 

The Gineral talks of goin to the Hermitage 
next spring — he says he thinks he has done 
enuff for the country^-^and I think so too — he 
says I may go along with him, or stay and 
lend Mr. Van Buren a hand — we'll say some* 
thing about this in the Message, perhaps. 
Yours as before, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 
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DOWNINGVILIiE POLITICS. 

To Major Downing, of Downtngville, now at WaahingtoiH-or 

somewhere else. 

Dear Major, — I am desperately put out to 
hear you're goingto be President — I should'nt 
have tho't it of you ; but there's no teUin 
what one may" be left to do. 

I used to be well acquainted with your 
folks when you was a youngster^ and your 
poor father, that's dead and gone, was dread* 
ful sober about you at times. Says he to me 
one day, ' Captain, you're an obsarving sort 
of man, and seen a goo^^leal of the world up 
to Boston and thereabouts. I want your 
opinion eonsarnihg our Jack, and what we'd 
best put him to for alivelyhood : he ain't over 
fond of work that's likely to take up much 
time, hut's always wiUinjg to do his shear at 
a raising, or ' such like, and his foncy don't 
lead him to lar4fiing or the like of that. What 
think rd best do with him T * Wal,' says I, 
^Deacon, if you really want my candid opin* 

. F 
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ion and advice, I'm ready to give it. IVe all 
aloDg tho't Jack a pooty smartish sort of a 
chap, and if you could get him into Lawyer 
Josslin's office a while, he'd be equal to a most 
any thing — and mark my words, Deacon,' 
says I, ' he'll rise in the world before he dies.' 
* I believe you're half right, Capjtain,' says the 
Deacon, your father, 'but I'm pesky fraid 
he'll rise a leetle sooner than he'd Uke to, for 
that 'ere Josslin is a raal peeler in the way of 
bringin folks up !' Twant six months arter 
that, before I heard of your settin up law for 
jrourself, and havin a good deal of one thing 
and another to do, which taint worth a while 
to mention : and when they talked of makin 
you Governor, down in Maine, your poor aunt 
Nabby was wrathy enough — *Well, there,' 
says she, ' I never th^ght to live to see ^t^ 
day! our family,' says she, 'if it wan't so 
dreadful rich, oilers bore a good character, 
and could hold up their heads and show their 
fecea/mywhere and to anybody, without their 
being able to say one word . against us — and 
now to have one of ua put up for a Governor 
without ever having done any thing to be 
ashamed of, is too bad! and it all comes. of 
your advice, Qaptain Jumper, (ot advising 
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my brother, the Deacon, to put Mm into 
Lawyer Josslin's plaguy office. We never 
know'd what it was to be^ashamed of any of 
our relations before.' * Miss Nabby,' says I, 
^keep cool, and don't get yourself into such a 
flurry, for it's more than an even chance, 
they don't convict him of being a Governor, 
and if he escapes this time, I'll smuggle him 
out of the state in the two Follies, and let 
him try his luck on to Washington long with 
Gineral Jackson, who knows me, and I'll 
give him a reconimend to the Gineral, and 
who knows buti^e may yet come to some- 
thing V That #m of pacified your aunt, and 
accordingly I got you out of Maine on board 
the two Follies, as I was saying, and didn't 
charge you nothing for your passage, and 
let you have the privily of stubshodding the 
boards, and pumping besides, and never 
diarged a cent for that neither. All these 
circumstances considered, I hope you won't 
think hard of me if I do say, that^arter 
what's been done for you by night and by 
day — ^its ongrateful in you to throw yourself 
away by turning Fresident. But it isn't too 
late to repent Tell them Mowchonk folks 
you're not the man they take you for, if 
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LETTER VIII. 

- .- • 

The GineraTs regard for theYankeeS'^Office-'Se^ten'^ 
New Presidential Reereaitons. 

To Mr. Dwight— New-York Daily Advertiaer. 

W(uhington,Aiigu9t 30,1933, 

My good old Friend, — Ever since we got 
* the Goverment' backhere from the Rip-Raps, 
we have, been as busy as if we was all on us 
cocking hay jest afore a shower. 

I teird you some time ago that 1 and the 
Gineral was fittin and jointin the beams and 
rafters of the message ; but almost every day 
some plaguy new notion comes in from Mr. 
Yan Buren» and some other of our folks, and 
we have to chizzle new mortices, and run new 
braces and string pieces ; so that I begin to 
think it will look carious enuff when it's done. 
The Gineral says he don't care how it fronts, 
only he is di^tarmined to show a sharp corner 
to the NuUi&ers. We shall have a good deal 
to say about the Grand Tower ; there is no* 
thin since the 8th of January at New-Orleans 
tickles the Gineral half so much. Every timo 

f2 
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we talk about it, the Gineral gits right up, and 
sa3rs he, * Major, I only wish I was 50 years 
younger, and then,' says he, 'give me the 
Yankees east of Horse Neck, and Fd like no 
better sport fban to have nullification all over 
the rest of creation.' 

When things don't go right, and the Gine- 
ral gits a little wrathy, if I only tell him the 
Yankees are ready to back him, he is as firm 
as granit. It would make you crawl all over 
to read that letter we writ to France, when we 
come to hear that the King there kinder shuf- 
fled round that bill we drawed on him. * He 
won't pay it, won't he?' says he— 'Major, 
what do you think of that?' * Why,' says I, 
< Gineral, I think it's a nasty mean action — and 
a darnation rascally one too,' says I. * Well,' 
says he, ' that's enuff,' — and then we writ the 
letter,— its just like Zekel Bigelow's speech — 
it cuts, shaves, and makes the hair fly-^and if 
it dcm't bring the money, I'm mistaken.' 
- If Mr. Uvingston had stay'd one week 
longer in York, the Gineral WJI^ for sendin 
me right out, and Captain Jumper was jest 
gettin thQ * T\yo Follies' ready to take me. 

The most curious part of 'the Gover- 
ment' here is to manage the office-seekers. 
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Tou see, things ain't now as they was afora 
Mr. Tan Buren's time; then it was kind^ 
diyided round among the Departments^ 

The Post Master Gineral appinted all the 
Post Masters, and their folks. The Secretary 
of the Treasury appinted all the folks in the 
Custom Houses, and all the folks who collected 
money. These two had an everlastin batch 
of fellers to appint, and made them feel pretty 
considerable big, and then the War Secretary 
had a good slice in appinting the cadets, and 
Ingen agents, and all the contracts was kinder 
sifted round among the Departments ; and so 
by the time a new President was to be made, 
some of these Secretaries was a leetle bigger 
than the President himself* Now this is the 
way they kinder jockied Mr. Adams, who got 
to be the smallest man at Washington, by let- 
ting other folks plant his com, and do his 
huskin ; and afore he know'd it, his own field 
was all in weeds-^-and theirs, weI14i^wed| 
rich and dean as a whistle. 

But thinglMdn't so now ; we've got only one 
crib, and that's a whappin one too, and ony 
one door to it ; and.when we. shell out our 
conii we take good care and know well who 
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gels it, and where he is goin to plant it ; an4t 
that aiat all — we make ^em agree alx>ut the 
Hisskin FhHc,* for that's the best ent, arter 

The longer I am in ' the Goverment/ the 
more I lam. But I must allow, that of all the 
inventions I've heam.on of Mr. Yan Bur^i's, 
this is about the Sickest. 

There is only one thing wan tin, and that he 
is tryin for pretty hard — and that is the Bank* 
If he can only git that in the crib too,Yirginny 
fences wouldn't stop our cattle. 

Only think what an everlastin raft of fellows 
we should have — all the Presidents, and Cash- 
iers, and Clarks, and Money Counters, about 
the crib, fh)m Downingville to New-Orleans ! 
— and that ain't the best on't ; we would have 
a branch alongside every post office to keep 
our postages safe. 

I should like this well enuffif I was sartin 
I an(^ the Gineral and Mr. Yan Buren was to 
be here all the while^ to keep a good, look out 
on the crib door. But the Gineral talks of 
goin hum to put the -Hermitage to rights ^ 

* The Major, we presume, means the Elections, or Hastings, 
by this metaphor. 
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and I am in the notion that Oongress is a 
leetle too strong for 'the goTerment,' when 
the Ginetal ain't in it— and I shall go widi 
him. I am eny most fag'd out myself; and 
I begin to think with the Gineral I have done 
enuff for the country. 

We are lookin for Amos Eindfe now every 
hour. He writ the Gineral t'other day, and 
tell'd him my ' Bank Report' wam't true, and 
that I must have got a loan of Squire Biddle. 
Now that is jest the way with some folks. 
What they don't know they guess at; and 
it's jest so with old Miss Crane, who keeps the 
tavern this side Downingville — jest as sure as 
anyone goes by without stoppin, the old crittur 
says, ^ there goes so and so, and has got no 
money too ; and he knows I wouldn't trust 
him.' 

Howsumever, no one can make the Gineral 
wrathy with me. He knows I am the best 
friend about him ; whenever they get things 
in any kind of a twist, or a snarl, says he, 
'Major, do you unravel that. I'm the big 
wheel, and you are the smasher,' says he ; 
and then we jest give Peleg Bissel's chum a 
turn or two^ ^nd all is right. 

You don't print my letters right — ^you git 
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#ome words wrong, and spell 'em most infar- 
nally. Jest so the printers sarved the Gine- 
val's letters too ; and folks thought he didn't 
know nothin, till we got to Cambridge, where 
Aey made a doctor on him. 
Your Friend, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 
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Fi^m the New-York Daily Advertiser of Sept 7th, 1833. 

fiy a letter received yesterday, and which we publish in this 
morning's paper, from Maj. Downing, our readers will observe that 
this distinguished individual may be expected here immediately. 
We are not'yet informed at what house he will put up at during 
his stay. His firiend Zekel Bigelow, of Dowuingville, we un- 
derstand is here, and has received directions from the Major 
regarding his apartments, which should be fitted up in splendid 
style. We hope his apartments, wherever they may be, will be 
easy of access, as the whole city (with certain exceptions) would 
be pleased to pay its respects to him— but we presthne he will 
be as bu^ while he is here .(to use his own language) as if he 
was " cocking hay jest afore a shower.** — Ed, 

LETTER IX. 

The Major gives Notice of his Journey to Philadelphia 
and New-York, to find out where all the Money has 
gone, 

WaahingUmt Sept. 5, 1833. 

My good old friend, — Since I wrote to 
you last week, we have seen so much said in 
the papers about money being so scarce in 
York, and other places north^ — some saying 
it is all owing to 'Squire Biddle, and some to 
Amos Kindle, and some to me and ^ the Gov- 
erment' — that the Gineral wants me tp go 



right off look into it, and put it to rights ; 
for the C ai says if there is any ailing in 
qioney ii place, it will spread jest like the 

Colflra Ik is, and if it gets to Washington, 
we shall in a bad way, for nigh upon all 
on 'em 1 can't stand much of a squeeze. 
The Gin ant to have any 

thing sec 1 1 must write to 

him throw ^pei tien all our folks 

can read it at once, a,. on't pester hitn 
about it. 

I start to-morrow mornin afore day light. 
Til stop a day or so in Philadelphy, and see 
how things go on there, and then look into 
York. If I can only get a iJait talk with some 
of them 'ere folks in Wall-street, I'll get to the 
bottom of it in a minit. 

I know there is money enuff somewhere — 
folks don't eat it — and what the Gineral wants 
me to find out is, where the money is, and 
what on earth is the reason folks can't get it 
when they want it. 

Your Friend, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 
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To Mr. Dwifht— EdilOT of Ihe York VtHy AJTfttieet. 
PMaMphi. UUi Srpl. 1B31. 

My oooD OLD FRIEND, — I sfiod yoii a letter 
I writ to the Gineral last nigVit— he told me 
to write to him threw the papers. Some of 
ihe printers here wanted me to give them the 
priiitin on 'em, but if i let any body but you. 
print 'em first, folks can't tell which is gen- 
wine — some fellows write so much like me, 
that I am stump'd sometimes myself, and put 
to't as bad as Captain Jumper, of the Two 
Pollies, and President of the Downingville 
Bank, was a spell ago, when a fellow bro't him 
a note on his Bank ; some said it was ' gen- 
wine,' and some said it warn't. It wa^ so 
slick a kounterfit the Captain didn't know 
himself— '80,' says Ue, ' it looks a leelle like a 
kounterfit, and then agin it don't — and my no- 
tion is, it's about midlin." 

The letter I now send you to print don't 
amount to nothin. I want to git to York 
first, and will go there to-morrow or nexl 

■ CipUin Jumpar it a " noa commiUd" Van Duren man. 
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day, and arler that 111 tell the Gineral add all 
our folks all about it. If you see Zekel Bige- 
low, tell him not to go home till I come on ; I 
want to see him dreadfully. 
Your friend, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downlngville Militia, 2d Brigade, 



• To Gineral Jackson. 

Philad,lphy, lOli^rpl., IS33. 

Dear Gineral, — I had eny most as much 
trouble in gittin here as I had when I come 
on with ' the Goverment' a spell ago ; but I 
tell'd the folks I had no time now to lose, and 
couldn't talk politics ; and that I was on argent 
business. They all wanted to know how you 
was ; and 1 tell'd 'em you was as hard as 
granit, and no rot about you. 

As soon as I got here, I took a look into 
Squire Biddle's Bank agin, and found every 
thing there pretty much as I left 'em when I 
was there afore. If any thing, he's got a 
little more of the rale chink. Squire Biddlo 
was glad to see me, and was plaguy good-na- 
tured. He said he was sorry that ' the Got 
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erment' continued to feel kinder wrathy 
agin the Bank ; ' but,' says he, ' Major, we 
are ready for them.' Jest then our old Q,ua- 
ker friend come in — the same old gentleman, 
you remember, who came to see us one mor- 
nin, and call'd you 'friend Andrew,' and kept 
his hat on all the while. He was as spunky as 
thunder ; and when a Q,uaker gits his dander 
up, it's like a norwester. Hesaid he was sore 
troubled, and that he was afraid that evil dia» 
posed folks were busy, and tryin to inger yon. 
He said he had been in trade over 40 years, 
and knew all about it, and Banks loo ; and 
that jest so sure as his friend Andrew didn't 
put a stop to this war ag;in the United States 
Bank, it would bring more injury" on the 
country than universal nullification. I tftU'd 
him that you didn't want to injure nobody — 
that all you wanted was to git hold of the 
right eend of every thing, and then hold on 
like a snappin turtle. And (hen we sat down, 
and he talk'd for more than three hours, and 
till he couldn't talk no more. He is a rale 
friend of ourn ; and the last thing he said was, 
he hoped you wouldn't let any one deceive 
you about the Bank, for though the change 
raight give a fow persona some cream, al! Ibe 
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rest vould git nothin but skim milk and bonny 
clabber, I am glad I met liim, for he telled 
me more than I had any ide on ; and the 
more I see, the more sartia I am that Banks 
and Trade and money matters are pretty con- 
siderable ticklish things ; and when you think 
a thing must be Jest so, it comes out jest tother 
way. 

Squire Biddle don't look streaked at all 
when I talk to him about our takin our money 
away from him. He says he don'i care a but- 
ton whether we take it away or not. And 
upon the whole, the Bank could do better 
without our custom than with it. He don't 
say nothin agin nobody ; but he is gittin to be 
pretty saucy about il, I tell you. And well he 
may be ; and if he warn't a good-natur'd crit- 
tnr, he would be crabbed and crooked enuff by 
this time, for we have been poundin on him 
now nigh upon three years. He says as long 
as he sees a black cloud risin, he don't think 
it safe to make more sail ; and it's his busi- 
ness to keep as much sail on his ship as he 
can without sphtten 'em. 

Every body 1 see here says, that Amos Kin- 
dlc's journey this summer was nigh about as 
bad as the Colera Morbus last summer; aod 
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im the whole, they don't know which is woM. 
FoD know I teird you as much afore he 
stai^ted; and the last thing Zekel Bigelow 
said to me, when we was in DownlbgviUe-* 
says he, < Major, don't you advise the Gineral 
to meddle with that Bank affair. I see trou* 

' ble in it,' says he ; and Zekel is no fool, I tell 
you. And Captain Jumper said, too, he would 
jest about as soon think of runnin the Two 
Follies threw Nantucket Shoals at midnight, 
without a lead. All these things, and my own 
BOtion too, made me look into it pretty sharps 
to say nothin about t^em plaguy "Safety Fund 
notes that got into our wallets, and stick there 
yet. The more I see*here, the more sartin I 
am that I've* got^ right notion on't There 
is money- enuff here ; but it is pretty much as 
I heaxi|.tell on in the old war— the folks keep 

* it stow'd away so Jong as there is trouble 

fatewin. But I wont say more about it now, 

till I get to York, irtiere they say they are 

worse ofd I have been busy enuff ever since 

Fve bean here ; and they tell me things are 

gittin a Uttle moio^ easy, on account of my 

tellin Vm that you won't do nothjgpi afore I gil 

Jbinokagia. ^ 

I have met only a few here who think it 

g2 
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would be best to have a new Bank, and nock 
this one down. But when I come to corner 
'em about it, it turns out pretty much like a 
pesky sqttabble we had once in Downingville 
about the School House — one said it warn^t 
big enuff — and Ezra Gleason, a squint-ey'd 
fellow, said it ought to be a round one, and 
Seth Sprague ought to set right in the middle 
on't. But Zekel Bigelow made a speech about 
It — and the Deacon was moderator: — and 
says he, * we've got a school house, and a good 
stun one too — if it ain't big enuff, we'll nock 
one eend out on't, and ngake it bigger. What 
do you mean by nockin on't all to bits — ^jest 
to git more money out*of *the district ? Can 
you put a better ruff on't than it's got now ? — 
can you build better walls ? — and who wants 
a round one, with the master's seat, in the 
middle on't 7 You know, Mr. Moderator, that 
Seth don't squint ; and no one can manage a 
round house unless he does ; and so we must 
nock down our good old solid School House, 
-jest to give new jobs, and build a round one 
to suit a man who can't look another strait m 
the face.' Zekel carried the day as slick as a 
whistle ; and the old School House stands yet 
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— big enuff, and strong enuff, and square as a 
brick. 

Ill write to you agin as soon as I git to 
York. I send you by the transportation line 
a tub of rale s\Veet butter, made on purpose 
for you, by — — .; the address is nailed on in- 
side the kiver. . Tell Major Donalclson, when 
he writes the answer to it, not to say nothin 
agin the Bank, for every body here, and all the 
butter makers, won't take home with them 
from market nothin but Biddle's Bills; for 
tbey all say they axe better than hard dollars. 

Your best friend, 

J. Downing, Major, 

Downiiigville Militia, 2d Brigade. 
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LETTER XI. 

Major Downing^ s Offiddl Correspondence with 
" The'Goverment,'' 

i^From die Daily Advertiser of 21st Septendber, 1833. 
To Gineral Jackson. 

NewYork, Sq»L 20ih, 1833. 

Drar Gineral, — When I wrote to you 
from Philadelphy on 10th, I thought 1[ would 
go next day to York ; but I got a letter from 
our old friend Zekel Bigelow, lettin me know 
he was there^ and snookin about the Banks, 
and among the Brokers in Wall-street, and 
that by the time I come here, he could tell me 
pretty much all about it in a minit. He said 
the whole business was in a nut shell, and 
he'd crack it. So I didn't hurry on, but kept 
myself busy in Philadelphy, putting things 
to rights there ; for I thought if 1 could git 
the mud out of the spring, we should have 
clear water arterwards. I didn't get here till 
yesterday. The folks wanted me to land at 
Castle Garden, but I thought I wouldn% see* 
mg that them 'ere string pieces came so nigh 
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puttii^^n cend to ^ The Oovlrment' a qpell 
ago. 

The first man I met in the crowd was Ze- 
kel. He was waitin for me, and he looked as 
natural as ever. The crowd was so great, I 
was eny most mashed to a slab. All on 'em 
eallin out, < there's the Major' — andall wantin 
to shake hands with me, and to know how 
yon was, and what was goin to be done with 
the Bank. Some fellers had ony one shoe 
on, and eny most no shirt — and they too 
wanted to know about the Bank. I never see 
sich a mess of fellers as they have here all the 
while : there is all kind of critters, jaaanin^ 
and scrouging folks, and^one another ; they 
don't seem to do nothin, antfhjBllf da'^ent tibink, 
when we come to nock the fia&k down,: they 
are to git the mony. '^ J 

Zekel and I went as soon as we could gh 
through 'em, Mraigfat to the ttitrem wb^e w% 
all on us put up a spell ago; attd'theA sj^ys 1^ 
^SSekel, we must spring toi^' itttl t^ ihb Giti^ 
eral know, as soon a»iretittl) W-IAbto^ diony 
matters here.' i^.--i^>;^ 'i. ^ !?- ' ' .;..:. 

*Wdl,' says he^<'A&mx',l4l ten -i^^ 
much all about it-^' iHlW|Mi as Mtejkihjt ^ 
thesmi.' And «WWii ft di^V:iiitf lair 
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down from hiseye-brows clean to the eend of 
his kew, and went at it. 

Zekel has got a curious notion of tellin a 
thing — he begins away back to a 6 ahVs^ and 
then he comes up along, and ev^ry once and a 
while he gives his head and hair a slicken 
down, and he is so earnest, and looks as if he 
could see right through an inch plank. I 
couldn't tell you one half he said, if I was to 
write a week about it. FU only tell you a 
little here and there — he says there is two 
kinds of mony ; hard mony and paper mony. 
One is always good ; and the other is some- 
times good, wd then agin it ain't good for 
nothin. 

He says, thote is jist about so much hard 
mony all the while — and it keeps goin round 
and round, all about creation ; and they git the 
most (m't who are the most industrious and 
cute in in ventin things. He sa]^ that paper 
mony is jest as good, and a leetle better than 
hard mony, if folks don't shdl out too much 
on't : and the natar of paper-mony makers is 
always to git off as much as they can, and if it 
wam'c ibr somedun to died: it, it would be as 
bad as old contwntal times. 

He say^ thsre m two wmjs to make mony 
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scarce — one is by sendin hard mony away 
out of the country, to pay for notions we can't 
pay for aay other way ; and the other is, by 
sending Amos Kindle round teliin folks ' The 
Goverment' is goin to do something, fblki 
don't know exactly what, nor he nuther. 

Then evhry body grabs all he can git, and 
holds on; and things are jest as» bad as if there 
wasn't ' no money :' and then the Brokers go 
nt it, and lather a»<i shave — sajrs they, «taii 
only give you a little' — < hard times'— the fel- 
lows ^ger Interest for an hour as easy as no- 
ihiu, and jest so with the pottecarys-— only tell 
the folks Kolery is comin, and they go at it 
mixin Paragoric and Kamfire,and chalk it 4ip 
like gold dust. ^ 

Zekel says on the hull, that mony matters 
and Banks, and trade, is all as curious as one 
of Bissel's docks ; and folks hadn't ought to 
meddle in r^Iatin or alterin on't, without 
kiiowin all about it. 'And now,' says he, 
^•Major^ I'm a good mine to spile my walih, 
to ' show you my notion why I think trouble 
will comb if the Ginera] nocks down the U; S: 
Bank.'::- .■.' 

Zeketis one of thear?cae folks, and alfwyi 
was^. irtio.i^ouldiaiiilh.'a boni^'OT taudte' a 
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spoon ; and with that he out with his old 
watch, as big^ as a tea cup, wound her up, and 
then clapt. her to my ear. ^ She is as true,' 
Mtjrs he, * as (he tides.' He then opened it— 
feNoV,' sisijrs he, ' Major, do^ you see that 'ere 
chain pullia all the while ? and then do you 
tee a lot of little wheels, and springs, and 
screws ? AxA here on top is a big wheeL 
that's all the while goin round one way, and 
haek agin, and jest so fast and no faster, — 
fhat^s the clicker,' says he, 'andif it wam't for 
that, you'd see trouble in it, and I'll show 3rou 
— ^but I know it will all go to bits' — and so he 
twitched out the big wheel, and the old watch 
did whJE, I tdl you. Some of them leetle 
wheels weut so £ast, you couldn't see nothin. 
One keel'd up, and another got sum teeth 
nock'd out — she stbpp'd a spell, then a spring 
snapp'd, and whiz it went agin, and the splin- 
ters flew, and by-and-by it all stop'd; and 
Zidkel gin his kew another slickin — and says 
tai^^ Major, we've spoil'd (he old watch; but 
I don't value the loss on't, oeein you got a no- 
tion by it' — and with that he scraped it all to- 
gether, and wrapp'd it up in the Washington 
CHobe^^^ therd^' aays bisi * Miajor, send that to 
fTtia OoTenpeaV and tall the Oineral t^ioc 



is more there tfian fdks think on, who want 
to meddle with Banks and mony matters; 
and to-morrow weV go into Wall-street, and 
youli see all I tell'd you is jest so' — and then 
WB took a glass of switdid and went to bed* 

Yonr best firiend^ 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downingyiiu iffiUtia, ad Br^^de. 
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[Zekel Bigelow called oa us yesterday, and handed us the 
following letter from Major Downing. He says the Major b»»« 
gone back to Washington Me a streak of lightning ; »r^J nad not 
time to apologize to the Honourable the Cf^r^t^t^on, and other 
public bodies, who by their r»qM»f **yfi Committees had waited 
on him, and were deeirous of showing him the usual civili- 
ties extended to distinguished individuals. Zekel says, he 
' never see any one so completely in a rumple as the Major 
was;' he read the GineraPs letter over two or three times, 
backwards, and forwards, and crosswise, before he said a word ; 
and then he began to mumble the jaames of some of the Gov- 
ernment, and turned as blue as an indigo bag, till he let it 
out. — Eds.} 

LETTER Xll. 

Major Downing leaves New^York like a streak — Zekel 
Bigelow turning Broker. 

American Hotels New-York^ 2d Sept.f 1833, 

My Good Old Friend, — I'm stumped. I 
jest got a letter from the Gineral, and until I 
got that letter I thought all the stories about 
the Bank was jest got up by the opposition 
folks, to hurt the Gineral and Mr. Van Buren, 
and Zekel Bigelow thought so too. But the 
GineraPs letter tells me pretty much all about 
it| and a leetle more too. As soon as I read 
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it to 22ekel, < WeU,' says be, < Major, my notion 
isi there is some pjaguy foul hivda in Washings 
Ion, and if some 'on em hain't siled their own 
neests, Fm mistaken.' 

The Crineral says he wants me to come 
right on, for tho' the folks about him say, all 
works well, he's afraid they'll git him in a 
tangle — consam 'em, I don't know what on 
earth has got in 'em, and the Qineral too, jest 
so sure as I quit him he gits in trouble, i 
must go right back to Washington and try 
and put things strait if I can, but I'm afraid 
the3r'il git the Goverment in a plaguy snarl 
afore I git there. I was a leetle afraid on't 
when I left^ and I telled the Gineral as much, 
but he said he'd do nothin till I got back, and 
I telled all the folks so in Philadelphy, and 
here too, and things was lookin bright agin, 
and now here's trouble — ^nigh upon half of the 
message has got to be pulled all to bits. I 
shall git my dander up if they don't look out 
sharp, and if I do, some on 'em better streak 
it, I tell you, and that too afore Congress meets. 

Zekel Bigelowsays, 'it's an ill wind that 
blows nowhere,' and seein that the Gover- 
ment is goin to try to break the Bank, he's 
goin to turn broker in Wall-street ; he says 
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there will be no better business stirrin, for 
then folks will have to pay a trifle for eny 
most every draft that's drawn, and not git their 
business done for nothin as they do now. 
If he does turn broker, you'll hear more on 
hixn ^ for he's a peeler, I tell you. 

If I hadn't promised the Gineial to stick to 
him threw thick and thin, Fd go right home 
to Downingville, and have nothin more to do 
with the Goverment; but if I quit him now, 
the Goverment wiU go all to smash, jest as 
$ure as I am in haste and wrath. 

Your Friend, 

J. Dowvn^G, Major, : 
Downingville Hilitia, 2d Brigade; 
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[W«tM imicil gritifisd in ktTiog i^ in oor pciwfr to gbf ov 
iMidmB anothar ktter from oui&itliiiil fhend. Major Downmf . 
It ia peculiarly interesting to hear from him at the present time, 
trhto flie Globe' maintains snch a silence r e sp e ct ing recent 
•mtaat WUhiagton. Indeed, if it were not &r the Major, tho 
public woQld know nothing of wh^it is going on inside the cabi* 
net I^ commamca6ons are invaluable, because they may be 
implieitFf i^iad upon. Every body will believe the man who 
deeps in the stnpo bad with ' M« ^ntrs/.*] 

LETTER Xm. 

MlBijot D^wmng's Call 4m ' Sgttire Biddle'^Tht tm* 
port0nce ff C9n^(rts9-^The MafiH' mrrives at Wof A- 

. tngton-^Waies - the President to talk with him of 
Raccoons and Skunks, 

To my good old fiiend, Mr. ]>wi|;lit, of tiie Diily Advertiaer. 

WoBhiHgtan, 23d £^., 183% 

I sent a letter to you bJ'iZekel Btgelow, jesr 

aftHre I left New-York ; and I was off as soon 

as they got the steam lip. When I got to 

Phila^dphy, I only bad time to take a run 

found, to see Squire Biddte a minity and I 

found him pretty busy, but as good-natured 

a9 eveJ^ ^ Well,' says he, ^^Major, (he Gineral 

has djpenoi his batteiy^.blt Vm airaidhell 

h2 



kill a^aS^mMosasenemies*.*' ^WeU, 
says I, ' that's no matter, he's got enuff on 
'em.' ' But,' says he, ' Major, I thought you 
told us he'd do iiothiu till you got back agin.' 
This kinder corner'd me, and made me a 
litile \vrathy — and so, says I, ' Squire, I would 
like to Itnow what you mean to do about it?' 
And so I thought this would kinder corner 
liim — ' Oh,' says he, ' Major, I'll tell you,' and 
wilh that he turned round and picked up a 
bundle of letters he was jest goin to send off 
to the Branches, and he read some on 'em; 
and ihey was all pretty much alike, tellin his 
folks to do all they could in relieving the 
money-market, and not let people suffer, and 
jest to carry as much sail as they could with- 
out splittin 'em, for now as the storm had 
come on, they could tell more about it than 
when it was only rumblin and lightenin. 

' Well,' says I, ' this is a curious piece ot 
business. The Gineral won't like this,' says 
I; 'and I would like to know your notion.' 
'Why,' says he, ' Major, we hope the people 
will decide against him, when Congress 
meets.' ' What,' says I, ' do yon call Congress 
' t/ie people V How you talk,' says I, ' and 
if that is your notion of the Goverment, 
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th^,' says I, < Squire, you are a bigger fool 
than I took you for. Why,' sajrs I, * I and 
the Gineral don't care no more for Congress, 
than we do for the Ingins.' < Well theo,' says 
he, < there is the Cabinet^— perhaps they will 
have somethin to say about it.' ' Well,' says 
I, < that's worse yet : what has the Cabinet got 
to do with it ? — do you think we are goin to 
appoint folks to tell us what to do? No, no^' 
says 1, ' Squire, you know a good deal, but 
you don't know nothin about the Qoverment 
yet. The Gineral didn't fight that New-Or- 
leans battle for nothin,' say^ I ; ' and when 
the people made him President, thay knew 
he was the most knowin man goin ; and ever 
since I've been with him, they are more and 
more sartain nothing more is wantin, unless 
it is Mr. Van Buren to cut in when we give 
out, and go to the Hermitage.' iind with that 
I streaked it to Washington, 9 J 

It was nigh upon midnight when I got to 
the White Gbuse, and the Gineral was abed ; 
and as I knew he wanted to see me dreadfully, 
I went right into his room and woke him up. 
^ Why,' says he, ^ Major, is that ralyyou? — 
for I've been dreamin about you. I'm g^ad 
ypu are back agin, for Uiingitare gittin pretty 



alQimy here; ao do yea cometo bed, and 
wM taUt atoit it' As soon as I got along* 
sidt the Gineral — ^ There now,' wys hdi 
^Ifiypr, I doinH care for all the rest of the 
GoTermant, except Mr. Yan Buren ; and if 
w^, three ain't a match for all creation, I'ni 
mistaken.' Says he, ' Major, hain't you seen 
my Proclamation agin Biddle V ^ Yes,' says 
I, ^ I saw it at Baltimore.' ' Well,' says ha^ 
< what do you think of it ?' < Why,' says I^ 
* Gineral, Fve been thinkin a good deal alxmt 
it; and Vm thinkin about it all the while.' 
^ Major,' says he, > that . Proclamation agin 
Biddle wll kill him and the Bank as dead as 
that one i^in the Niillifiers killed t/slhoun 
and his party. There is nothin,' says he» 
«like a I^oclamation. And I have been 
thinkin,' says he, * Major, to git you to write 
one too, for there is a good many things yet 
I 4idn't say nothin about. I want you to 
read over Mr. Van Buren's late letters, and 
you'll find a good maiiy things wants attendin 
to. ^^We have killed Calhoun and Biddle ; but 
there is a raft of fellows to put down jret, 
sttoh as Webster, and iUcDuffy, and Clay, and 
Binny* and Everett, and Sargent, and Burgess, 
apd a hundre&^i^rs ; and as the most, on 
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%m m tn CongreM, I'm thinldn the hM Way 
woittld be fi>r you and I to git up a Prodama* 
turn agin Gbngtess; and that^ wkmSu I vae 
dieam&tig about jest now. The moi^'on^m, 
i laekon) liafve been borrowin money of Bid* 
dle^ or wanted to, and if they hain't, ifs no 
matter. And Hr. Yah Buren thinks it would 
be well to call a convention to ttominkte a 
President, and yen and I can manage to elip 
that in the Fftadamation too, and if things 
don't go r%ht isk hiin, I'll hold on till it does.' 
^ Well,' says I, < Gineral, you know I tellM 
you Fd stick to you thro' thick and Ihte, and 
Fm to |)e depended on.' ' I know it, Major/ 
says he, 'and I liima only sorry you warnt 
here a few days ago ; but Mr. Van Buren said 
there was no time to lose, and the first shot is 
worth a dozen afterward. And so I come 
out agin Biddle at once. And it was jest so 
at New-Orleans ; if I hadn't gone down,l(bd 
gin the English a thump on 23d December, 
they might have licked me on 8th January. 
And jest so it might be now, if we waited till 
Congress met ; them fellows might reisharter 
the Bank in spite of us. But I reckon 'my 
Proclamation has done up that business — airid 
if it haint yours will. Do^ou know,' says 
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be, 'Major, that some of the»se fellows about 
me herei bad the impudence to tell me tother 
day, I was runnin the risk of bein turned out 
of the White House V ' Why,' says I, ' you 
don't say so V ' Yes,' sa]rs he, ' it's a fact ; 
but,' says he, ^ Major, they don't know nothih 
about raccoon huntin.' ^No,' says I, ^nor 
skunkin neither,' And then he and I turned 
to, and told stories one arter another about 
raccoonin and skunkin, till almost daylight ; 
and then we went to sleep. I expect my next 
will be a Proclamation, but I don't know. 
We aie pretty busy about everything. 

Your Friend, 
J. Downing, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Mafor Dommng^M Procimnaiion^ in aid of thg PnH* 
dmU% against the Banks. 

Megcr XWiiAig'* C7mcAer,— PublShed by Authority. 

Washington, 26th Sept. 1833. 

I, Major J. Downing, of the 2d ^^^igade 
of Downiugville Militia, and second best man 
in the Groverment (I and the Grineral • bein 
pretty much the huU on't), thinkin that the 
last Proclamation agin Biddle and the Bank 
han't got reasons enuff in it — ^give out this, 
my Proclamation, by way of a Clincher. 

The times are now gittin pretty squally, 
and if we don't look out sharp, things will go 
all to smasAi, and now is the time for all' on 
you to back me and the Ginerd. We hkve 
been now uigh upon five years at work, 
nockin down abuses, and still things don't go 
exactly to otir notion. We havB taken away 
all therofiices fiiom the' opposition ftfkff; still 
soine^oir ^em- Dinfei^ ,to git moiiey to live! on 
somewheire else. \ -We bkw Mam ' awdy the 
printm from fiiem^ «di|hi it:aU td oasir tttxTf 



still they keep up printin other papers, and 
we can't manage to cho& them off no how, 
but they will keep jawin, and twittin on us ; 
they won't print none of our notices, but keep 
all the while writin and printin their own, 
and try to make {oXkM think that Webster, and 
M cDuffy, and Adams, and Sargent, and Clay, 
and Biiiny, and Sverett, and Gallatin, and a 
raft more of such kinder fellows, know more 
than I^. Tan Buren, Mr« Eendle, Mr. Cam- 
brelling, and Major Barry, and such good 
friends o{ our'n, and all as true as steel too. 
But I and the Gineral have found out all 
about it. 

Biddle und the Bank are the varmenUj — - 
and if they are not put down there is no telliu 
the harm tbey^U do us. Biddle's Bank ain't 
like other Banks^^-evry thing it doesi goes 
pretty much agin us ; and most of the other 
Banks do all they can to help us. There is 
one at Albany caUed the Regency Bank; new 
that is the rijgfbt kind of Bank ; it loans money 
only to our friends, and gits its thumb on ail 
the Banks, it cat, and makes them do so Id6 ; 
and if they don't d^y put the screws on 'em 
"*t«id ibat^ tbe seasibn >iii4iy jou^ felkd are «q 
9tiMjg[ ift AK)kBy; i«ptf if the Umtcd States 
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BgKok was managed jest like the Rsgeoey 
Bank, we riiould all gn us be much better off. 
And what was the United States Bank made 
tot 7 Didn't Mr. Madison, and Mr. Monro^ 
aad Mr. Adams, when they were Presidents, 
jest go into it whenever they pleased, and 
sboyel out the money Do their friends, and the 
opposition folks didn't git oit^ cent ; and now 
that Gineral Jackson is President, and who 
has done more for the country than all the 
Ihresidents, and Ginerals, and- Conuii6dore% 
ati^.the whole bunch on 'em ever did, when 
he wants to do a trifle for his friends in. the 
same way, they won't let him — ^ Well then,' 
aays he, ^ Fm the Govennent, and I want 
my money;' and didn^they turn and print 
books and speeches, saying the Gineral ain^ 
Ae Goverment ; and try to make folks think 
the Secretary of the Treasury and Congress^ 
and not the Gineral^ has the right to take 
away the money. Now t&e Gineral dont 
eave no mole for Congress than he does for 
the Seoretary of the Treasury, and he'll sarvs 
them jest as he has him. *We don't want 
them,; they onlf make trouble, amleas they dto 
jeiit aswe tell 'em.^ We want moQ^, and 
HUist have>^ Some of our folks who hafa 
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been working hatd for us hain't got any, and 
we have got no more offices to give 'em. 

The rich folks have pretty much all the 
inoney, but as we can out Vote 'em, they ought 
to shell out— and that's pretty much Mr. Van 
Buren's notion too. And his n6tion is, too, 
that there ought to be a convention, to nom- 
inate a President, jest like that one a spell ago 
in Baltimore. One. man- is enuff for each 
State, only ^et the right one, and then vote 
by majority, jest as Greorge Creamer did when 
he gave six and thirty votes for old PennsyU 
vimy. It won^t do Ip wait too long — ^its only 
three years more afore we shall want another 
President, and we ought to spring to it now 
jest as theGineral says about the Banki — that's 
got only three years more to run, and he is 
afraid it can't wind up as safely by that time 
as it can now, and. so he's goin to give it a 
twist on 1st October— and we mean to follow 
it up till we nock* it all to bits, unless Biddle 
resigns, and if he does, the Ginersd says he'll 
make me President of the Bank, and give it a 
new charter, and then we'll git ail our folks 
in and make things go better there. 

There is no use in Congress, or anybody 
else to try and comer the Gineral^-i-he has 
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thrashed douUe their number afore this, and 
if they do try to drive him in a corner, it will 
turn out just like a skunkin firolie— the fore- 
most dog Aurill get the worst on't. 

By order of the Goyerment. 

J. Downing, Major, 

Downingyille Militia, 2d Brigade. 



LETTER XV: 

PmmrmkU mews tf the Broker's hwnsess frmm. Ztkd 
— tifwifrt BiiiU m Jmcksam tmam — A remljaw m ike 
Ij9ng Ba^m-^An editor fmt m adt>eme€ of tie news. 

tomyMfneBdMi.I>wi^Q(iheS,Y.J)mijAd^ttt3mr. 

Wmtkmgtm, 9db OeiAer, 1632. 

We have jast got the elecdon news from 
Fhiladdi^y, and I and the Gioeial aint orer 
and above tickled by it after all, seem that oar' 
firfks promised ns to g^ the hnll 011% and 
Girardfs tnaneg too. But I teU him well git 
that next year ; and as we have now got the 
deposits oat of the bank, it's glory eanS ix 
onespdl. 

I got a letter from Zekel Bigelow t'other 
day, who I see is pretty busy now in Wall- 
street, and will soon take the shine off the 
most of the Brokers there. &e sajrs he and 
the rest of the Brokers got nocked all aback by 
Sqnire Biddle agreein to take the brandi notes 
from the deposit banks, instead of lettin them 
banks send them away west and sonth them- 
wAretL. and idiich would coat than or the Gof- 
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erment about 3 pw cent, unless they let the 
iSrdkers do it fojr « trifle less. This moy^uof 
Squir^ Biddle seems to puzzle the Broker9 
considerable : and Zekel says this aint the first 
time the^ Squire has trod 6a the toes of the 
Brokers. And as Zekel is how turned Broker 
himself, he don't seeDa to like the ^uire as 
wellas be used to ; but he thinks the Squire 
ean't stand it long, and that be only does it npvit 
because we have a little money left in hia 
ba^k, and as soon as we take that away, and 
which we are doin now as fast as we can,- thai 
Uien the Squire will say he has nothin more 
to do with the Goverment, and let ev'ry hiuik 
toke care of its own bills — or, as Z^kel says, 
let ev'ry man ' skin his own skunks.' Ajod 
then it's S^kells notion the Brokers will hay^ 
their day« He says, as it is, he iti makin a 
good livin in ahavin drafts from ^ to 1^ per 
cent, which the U. S. Bank used to take and 
coUeot for nothin. He is however plaguy^rathy 
with the deposit banks in New-York makin 
money so plenty there | for Mr. Taney, our new 
Secretary of ithe Treasury, has tell'd 'em^ to 
use up in New York pretty tnuch all the Gov- 
erment money they collect there (and they 
QoUeQt pretty oiuick the hull ontjH-aad ^ 
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Zekel thinks there will be trouble a,way west, 
where they hain't got as many bai^ks-and as 
much mony as they have in Wall-stfeet, said 
so he thinks of takin a turn down there soon, 
for he sa^s there Js no chance for Brokers 
where money is as plenty as blackberries. 

The keenest folks weV^ got to look o«ft fbr 
us about the country is the District Attorneys. 
They hain^t got much to do now^ in the way 
of their office, and we ipake 'em attend to 
othBr matters. We've got a rale sharp little 
fellow to keep an eye out on Squire Biddle, 
and got him in the Bank> too. So that the 
Squire can't get round him no way^ 'niat 
report he made to the Gineral t'other day, was 
nigh upon as gfobd as my Bank report. In 
some things it is much better ; for my ' report' 
only tell'd folks what I saw, and what I knew, 
— ^but his goes a trifle further — ^it tells the 
Gineral pretty much all about what he didn't 
see, and what he don't know, and that's more 
than most folks can do; and gives things a 
plaguy curious lawyer's twist, that" helps us 
along considerable. I suppose now the Squire 
will answet thiis, and tell all about it ; and we 
was plaguy fraid he'd do it before the- election 
in Philadelphy. Rit it wo^nt do him no good 
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now^ we have had the first lick at hiin^ and 
that, the Gineral says, is the best part of the 
battler. I and the Gineral was Jookin over the 
accounts thkt I -had taken when I was exam- 
inin the Bank — and (^mparin tbem with this 
'cute little fellow's report, and once and a while 
the Gineral would snort out, I tell you. And; 
says he, 'Major, if "by any chance we lose Amos 
Kindle^ we must git that little District Attor- 
ney here with us — he's, a puzzler, aint he ? . 
* That he iS)' says I, ' GineraJ ; but I'a^ afraid,^ 
says I, ^ that the Squire will puzzle him, and us 
too, when he comes 6ut widi his replyJ 

VBut there is one thing. Major,' sayd the 
Gineral, 'that I Clon't see how Biddle can g|t 
routid ;. and that is, how he dares to. take upon 
himself to do what only could be done by .the 
Directors. Look at the Charter; there it is as 
plain as A* B. C. He has no - right to do a 
single thing, unless th^ Directors are all pres« 
ent, and agree to jt.^ . ^ Well,' says I, * Gineral, 
that is a puzzler ; and yet all the Bank folks 
say he does right ; and its more their business 
than burn. And,' says I, < Gineral, come to 
think on't, and tl^e notion nev^r struck me b6<r 
fore, but I b^n now to believe that Squire 
Biddle is a rale JacksdnmaUc' ^ Why,' pays hOi 
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' Major, you are as crazy as a mad rooster — 
how can ypu make that out ?' ' Why,v says I, < I 
^ dp raly believe when the Squire did any thing 
without the Directors, he said, I .take the 
responsibility^ The Gineral got up, stamp'd 
round a spell ; and, says he, ' Major, you beat 

. all natur.' But this tickled the Gineral con- 
siderable. ^Well,' says he, 'Major, if I only 
knew be said so, Fd put all the deposits back 
again in the Bank to-morrow ; for I do like 
a man who aint afraid of responsibility.' 

We conie nigh bavin a pretty considerable 
riot here last night I and the GineraL had 
been to bed about two^hoiirs, and had Jest got 
threw talkin over matters, and got into a kinder 
doze, when we was startled by the tarnalest 
raojfpl 3^u ever hear tdl on., The Gineral 

' jomp'd right on eend, and run and got his 
hickory, and I arter ^im, with the only thing I 
could get hold on handily— * Never mind your 
Regimentals and Corderoys, Major^' says he, 
attd down stairs we went, side by side, and I & 
leetle ahe^ on him ;<*^for I always like to 
lead into scrapes, and out of scrapes. There 
is a long room where the most of our folksigit. 

' together, to talk ^ver matters every nighty and 
eat supper ; and sometimes they git into a 
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Jkmder ^uabUe, but keep quiet.. But this 
tone some how thejr was ii) a terrible, tahin 
and sm^bia things. Tliey was all at it, Edit« 
ots^ and Auditors, aod Secretariesf Clerks, and 
wider Post Maste&s, and COutractors; jawin 
and pouUdin one another, and Amos among 
the thickest on em. The Crinerd looked joq for 
about a minit, and, says he, ' Major, shall F go 
in^ ox wiU you ? I dont like to db it,' says he, 
'lor they have all done us -much sarrioe, hut 
wecant let this riot goon/ ^Wel V says 1, <Gin^ 
sra^, do you give me your Hickory,' and, says 
J^ ^ 111 go 8ft ^eaij and make short work/ < Take 
oare,Major,'say8 he, 'howyoti hit,and who yoii 
hit' 'Neirermindj' says I, 'GineraV, I'll takj? the 
responsibility/ 'Will you,' says he; 'well,here'8 
my^ Hickory ; — ^for,' says he, ' Major,-tho' filarer 
do any most any thing, I must confess I dare 
i)ot take /Ao/. responsibility.' And with that he 
went to' bed, and^I went at 'em, and such a 
time rnegrer had. The first clip I made was 
at Amos,—4)ut he dodged it, and I hit one of 
tfie Editors of the •■ Globe, and nocked hnu 
about into the middle of next week.---r0tie fel- 
low got a firyin pan and made fight, but it was 
110 uae, fcHT in lass than a minit I cleared 'em 
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all. As soon ias they come to know who it waii, 
diey kinder tried to curry Xavcnr ; and. one said 
one thing, ^d one another ; and dvery one 
tried to shiiffle off upon ihe others ; it was a 
considerable spell before I could get the cause 
on't ; aifid then it tum'd out that the dispute 
began about the public deposits, and the next 
{Resident, and a new '^ Bank, and Mr. DUan^ 
and Squire Biddle, and Mr. Van Buren, — and 
all mixed up so, I couldn't make head nor tail 
on't.' v« Now,' says I, ' .my boys, mnke an eend 
on't :' and with that I slap'd^the old Hickory 
down on the table, and I made their teeth 
chatter. ^ MydiDader is up,' says t ; ' and one 
word more and I'm down upon you; What,' 
says I, ' ia riot here at midnight^ — aint it glory 
enuff for you,' says I, ' to sarve under the Gin- 
eral ? If it ain't,' says I, ' then I'm mistaken, 
and Mr. Yan Buren too, — for he thinks it is, 
— and I think so too. And' now,' says- 1, ' no 
more jawin' — and I left th^m ; and when I got 
Back to the Gineral, I found him in a terrible 
takin ; and it was nigh upon day light afore 
we could git to sleep. He was all the while 
talkiti about Amos Kindle, and the rest on 'em; • 
and I^o jaly believe the Gineral would never. 
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have gone to sleep, unless I tell'd him I would 
stick by him ; and whenever the folks about 
Us got, iiito a snarl, if he would only lend me 
his Hickory, *• I'd take the responsibility.' 

"^ Yours to Sarve, 

X Downing, M^ijbr, 
I>ownibgville Militia, 2d Brigade, 



IM tMfrmBM OF 



- LETTER XVI. 

IVotiMc m ike Cubmet^The use of Vmeanciei—Amos 
in a Panic — Mr. Van BurerCs Nature and Prospects 
— A Rat among the Barrels. 

To my old friend Mr. Dwigfat, of this N. Y. Daily AdTertiser. 

WaMngUmj 22d October, 1833. 

My last letter to you tell'd you abdut that 
'ere scuffle I had among some of our folks 
down stairs ; and do you know it has been nigh 
bringing war toiong us. Mr. Tan Buren 
came down here all in a lather, about it. He 
was plaguy fraid there wotild be more volun- 
tary dismissals ; and he say^ it won't do to 
have too many of them all at once, or the folks 
about the country will begin to think that we 
ain't units. Some on 'em did try, I suspect, 
to make muddy water between me and the 
Gineral ; for one day when I was busy doin up 
some writin for the Gineral, he was called out, 
and had a long talk with Mr. Yan Buren and 
Amos Kindle, and «ome more on 'em ; and 
when he came back, say^s he, ' Major, I wish 
you and I was at the Hermitage.' ' Why/ 
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Ufsgjslf <bo\r 80, Gineral? . ^Well, I don't 
Imow enctly why/ says fae^ ' but I don't seo,' 
si^ys he,^ < what use there 13 in my bein here, 
for things aie.gitiin now so mixed up^ that I 
can't tell exactly what is best to do to get ICr.. 
Tan Buren in. Do. you know, Major/ says 
he, ^ that Mr. Van Buren says be don't think 
it was right to move the deposits*^ ' Why bov 
you talk 1' . says I. ' Didn't he advise it T 
^ WeU, 80"! thought,' says theOiueral; 'but 
be. says it would be best only to bold it up by 
tbe tail,. as you do a fixe, and keep all the dogq 
banking fiur it ; £)r as soon as you throw the 
fi)x in the^i^owd, a few old Jowlers grab hold, 
aipd the rest don't git a mouthfull ^ and th^i 
comes trouble.' 

<WeU,' says I, ' Gineral, that's true enuf^ 
and that's jest the way we are doin now with 
the minister to England, and some other ap* 
pointments ; we iiOLUst keep the folks smellin 
rounds and one vaoancy tojill,^ says I, 'is 
worth a- dozen filled up.' 'But, Major, that 
ain't thf worst trouble now,' says the Gineral ; 
and he got tip, and stomped about, and then 
came Iback jand ^ned his pipe, aod stomped 
about agin, without lightiti it.. I see there was 
trouUe bre win. Says he, ' Mc^jor, I don't cai^ 
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BO mucli about it m3rself ; but they say ym 
must make Amos Kindle ah apology for that 
blow you aimed at him totfier night.' And 
with ^at I riz right up, and walked straight 
up chamber, and put on my rigementals, and 
my cocked hat, and hooked on my sword, and 
went strait down, stairs to Ainos. ' Here,* 
says I, ' MistCT, the Gineral isays you want to 
say somethin to me.' ' O no. Major,' says he, 
'there mint be some mistake.' 'Well then,' 
says I, 'it is that you want me to say some- 
thin to you.^ ' O no,' says he, ' thai^s a greater 
mistake.^ I looked at him for about a niinit ; 
and ho;«hook like a North Carolina ague. 
Says he, 'Major; I suspect the Gineral meant 
you to look over with me a statement I am 
gittin up, showing how much mony Mr. Clay 
has received of the Baiik ; it is almost done,'' 
says he, ' and I'll bring it tip for you and the 
Gineral, and Mi*. Van Buren to see.' ' Very 
well,' sa3rs I, 'that's enuff.' And back I went 
to the Gineral ; and as soon as I got in front 
of him, I stopped. ' Now,' sajrs I, ' Gineral, 
what, was that you was'sayin a while ago that 
you wanted me to do ?' The Gineral was 
stumped ; he looked at me a spell, and says 
tie, ' Major, I reckon I've forgot it ; aikl sup- 
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pose ure say no more about it.' And jest then 
in came Mr. Yan Buren, and shortly after Amos 
came in^^and we . all sot down, and began to 
figer tip the 'counts that our little District 
Attorney h^ been sendin to Amos Kindle, 
about the money the Bank had paid to Mr. 
Clay for his sarvices from the time Mr. Cheves 
employed- him to sue the folks away West 
thefe, when the Bank closed up one of its 
branches. And itfigers up pretty considera- 
ble.' And Amos has got it so fixed, that it 
looks for all the world like "bribery and cor- 
ruption f and we are comin out with it, aad 
a good d6al more too; and if it dont't kill 
Clay, Tm mistaken. 

The Gineral is as wrathy as thunder about 
Clay's journey north, and Mr. Van Buren 
don't like i'. a bit nother. But the Gineral tells 
Mr. Yan Buren, if so be that the folks north 
and south, and all about creation, take a no 
tion to Mr. Clay, and think he would make a 
better President than Mr. Yan Buren, — ^then 
he, the Gineral, will hold on for a 3d, heat; 
and that's about my notion too. Mr. Yan Bu- 
ren would stand a good, chance in a race, 
when a good many, are runnin, and if the 
ground is muddy and slippery; for he is a 
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msstet hand at trippin folks. But Fm afraid^ 
he'd stand a slim chance over a ckar^ fieUL. 
And it ain't &ir to make him run so. Any 
man can catch a rat in a strait race/ because 
he ain't used to ,t -f but give him a few old 
barrels and logs to dodge round, then, I teU 
you, it's pretty tuff work* 

J haint had a letter frcmi Zekel Bigelow fi)r 
som^ time. I raly begin to think that crittur 
has left Wall-street, and gone. East with fb^ 
Clay — can you find out, and let m,e know 7 

^ . Four friend, • 
^ J. Downing, Major, 

Downingville Militia, 2d Brigacfe* 
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. [Majob DowNiMo.*~We were just i^repanng an article, foing 
to ahow. that we douHed the authenticity t>f the remarks of our 
firiend of the Portland Courier, who claims to be thie only pub- 
hsbsdr of Major Downing^ Letteis, by stating what we b^re 
^^serted, that we believed oorsebres his only publishers, when 
by due course of the mail we received the following letter from 
the *Major himself We find, that we, like our 'friend in Port- 
kpd, were equally hoodwinked by this astute politician, who 
led us, by inuendo at least, to believe we individually were hir 
e^lnsive publidiers ; and now it tuifii out that he, like other 
politkians of the day, dealt out his notions to suit latitudes— 

* hogs' fat to one, and fresh butter to another.'. We but do the 
Major conmion justice in believing that his letters originally 
published in this paper (now to the numb^ of about tweflty, 
and some pretty considerable long ones), embracing his invalu- 
able Bank Report, ^contributed mainly^ and we had almost said 
exclusively, to his present celebrity. We have no other interest, 
however,- than to see in the event of a publication, that our 
hero may not have eocasion to say he has been shorn of hk 
£une by his friends, in pubtishing his * hogs' lar^' and not his 

* fresh buttei* letters.— JBcb ] 

LETTER XVII. 

Mt^or Downing acknowledges all his juvenile Prodttc 
Hans — His Apology for writing letter now than 
. formorly. / 

.' ' \ To my Old Friend of the Portland CWirier. 

Washingtan,Oetob€r27flBS$. 

I SEE by the public pa(»^rs yoii kre about to 
print my letters to you— and you say I have 
written no other letters estcept those. I writ to 
you. Why, my gtxxl old friend, if I had 
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never quit Downingville, and never looked 
beyemd ycrtir little Courier, I should never 
have been so great a man as I now be. Sup* 
pose Mr. Van Buren had never done any 
thing out of Kinderhook, do you think he 
would be as great a mian as he is now 7 And 
theGineral too — suppose he had stuck to the 
Hermitage, do you suppose he would be Presi- 
dent? No, no— this is a pretty considerable 
of a country ; and what suits one part of it 
don't another— and as sQon as I saw what a 
shocking big place New- York was, says I, 
'Now fu do more than write for Portland ;* and 
as I knowed my old friend Dwight had about 
as big and round a head as most folks in the 
printin line, and once a friend is always so^ I 
took to write to him too ; and you and he are 
the only ones I ever writ a word to. I didn't 
trouble you about many things I thought best 
to write to him about; because you ddn't 
know as much your way about some things, 
as you do about others. And I got so mixed 
up with great public affairs, that you wouldn't 
know no more about what I was at, than 
if I had got the Gineral to. write you ia 
Latin. 

Nowj if you want to print my letters in a 
book, vou had better git my old friend Dwight 
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to give you all the letters I writ to hhn too ; 
for, to tell you the truth, when I writ to him, 
I laid out a, good .deal of pains ; and it was 
jest like goin to market — -you know wh^t 
suits Portland won't suit York ; hogs' lard 
will do for one, but the other, won't take nothin 
hut fresh butter to fry their fish with. 

Little and Holden, of PhOadelphy wanted 
to print my letters to Mr. Dwight, and they 
say they will give pictures with them, on eny 
most every paj^, and have my likened, and 
the Gineml's, and Mr. Van Buren's, and 
Squire Riddle's, and M the Downingville 
toiks too. KyoU can manage with them and 
Mr. Dwight, and git them altogether, it would 
be better, and then all the kounterfits would, 
stand no chance. 

But yon can do as you please about that ; 
only I now tell you, that my letters to Mr,, 
Dwight are, if any thing, a leetle Jbetter than 
my letters to you; and folks, thmk more on 
'em than they da oi any oth^^ I ever writ ; 
and if: it warn't for thekn 1 might have been 
Major Jock Downing to be sure, but I would 
nol have been . 

J. Downing, Major, 
: Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade, 
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LETTER XVm. 

FUUtering prospects of the President's Message-^ 
Indian^ Rights mid Wrongs^ 

To my old frehd,Mr.Dwight, of the New*York Daily 

Advertiser. 

W^hingtm, 2d Nov. 1833. 

The Congressmen ^are jest beginnia to ar* 
rive' here, and I suppose in a short time we 
shall have them here as thick as huckleberries ; 
and the Gineral is brushin round now, and 
says the Message must be finished and painted 
off hand, and we are all as busy as bees in 
gittin it dove-tailed together ; and after next 
week, the Gineral sa3rs, there can't be any 
more alterations. . It is the first Message I 
ever had any hand in ; and the' I say it, I 
guess you will say it is about as complete a 
thing as ever was sent express anywhere. 

I have been to work on it ever since we 
was at the Rip-Raps ; and tho' it has been 
all pulled to bits, to git in some notions, we. 
didn't think on, yet it will look pretty slick, 
I tell you, when it's done ; and we will lay 



MAlOm 1. DOWNBfO. 117 

on point enuff to kiver up all the cracks and 
seams. . ^ ' ' 

We shall give a pretty good lick at the 
^ank, and won't leave as much on't standin 
as would make a good sized oven. It is 
cnrius now to see how easy it is to build up, 
or nock all to bits, any thing on paper. Now 
jest see about the Bank — there it stands in 
C3iesnut-edreet, with its hundred cord of specie^ 
and its cart-load of books ; and its branches 
liere and there, and all busy, and full of darks 
si&d directors, and folks in Europe, and all 

• 

about creatimi dealin with it ; and the Brokecs 
iUrWaltstreet all busy about it: and Biddle's 
tills goin about, and most folks thinkin they 
«re better than-hard dollars; and all thecdd 
lUBXt and>:woiiiien holdin the stock, supposin it 
will go up agin as high as they, paid for it ; 
and;!, and the Gineral, and Amos Kindle, and 
Jb. Tan Buren talkin over it — and one line 
in the Message nocks it all into kindlin^wood* 
Far J you see, when ' the Goverinent' sajrs a 
Aing must be jest so, ^there is no help for it 
cttiH stand to dbat about trifles. The 
has bpokea three pipes the last time 
wm lalked aboat it. <Biddle and the Bank 
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must be smashed,' says he, ' Major,' — and to 
smash they go, Congress or no Congress. 

The next thing was the Ingins. Here the 
Gineral to hum — and I don't pretend to say 
nothin, for I never did Uke an Ingin, and 
never can. The Cherokees give us a good 
deal of trouble in Georgia last year ; but the 
Gineral took sides with Greorgia,' because he 
had a good many friends there, and Mr. Tan 
Buren had too ; for that state was the only* 
one that nominated him Vice-President a spell 
ago; and if he had got in there, and Mr. 
(>awford President, who was ailin all over 
with some plaguy appUplexy—l and the 
Gineral would > never have been beam on 
arterward. But no matter — the Gineral says 
he didn't make- that treaty with the Chero- 
kees — and it was made so long ago, he has 
eny most foi^ot it — and treaties oughtn't to 
last for ever. But this treaty with the Creeks 
in Alabama, he did make, and he knows all 
about it ; and he mes^s to stand by it, and 
turn all the squatters off the land in Alabama, 
jest as they wanted him to do in Georgia — 
but he wouldn't" — ^there is trouUe enuff about 
it, I tell you — and you don't know nothin 
about it in York ; but the Gineral is tikled to 
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death about it ; and as soon as he saw the 
Proclamation of the Grovemor of Alabama, 
jou never see a crittur so spruced up as the 
Gineral was* 'Major/ says he, 'by the 
etamal, we shall have another Nullification 
Uiis Confess, arter all. You needn't say 
much about it,' says he, ' in the Message, — 
we'll keep that for a Proclamation.' ' Well,' 
says I, 'Gineral, you are a master-hand at 
gittin into trouble.' ' But,' says he, ' Major* 
ain't I a n^ister one in gittin out of one T 8a3rs 
he. 

We've got an old trunk up-chamber, fiill 
of troubles— old laws, and treaties, and con- 
tracts, and state claims — and whenever we 
want any powder, all we've got to do is to 
open that, and snook among old papers, and 
get up a row in no time. The Gineral likes 
tliis a leetle better than I do, for the most of 
the labour falls on me ; and the only way I 
can git rid of it is to make our folks down 
stairs do it, if I see it gives any on 'em a boost 
with his party — ^for I don't care nothin about 
any thing here but the Gineral ; and if I can 
git him threw this Congress, its pretty much 
all I care about, and he too ; for arter that, 
Vm goin with him to the Hermitage, for I 
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ezpeet by that time there wont be much 
mom left of us than our beards and sho^ 
strings. 

Your friend, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 9d Brigade. 
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LETTER. HX. 

The Presidents Plan for managing the Bank and the 
Country — Hunt for lost Spectacles — How and where 
' they were found. 

To my old friend Mr. Dwight, of the N. T. Daily Adrertuer. 

WathingUmf I2th November, 1833. _ 

1 fiAVE always been tellin the Gineral} tw 
you know, that of all troubles there was naw 
so tuff to git round as money troublei, itfid 
when such matters git in a snarl it was wone 
tl^n tryin to straiten a melitia line arter din^ 
nar. I was always afraid that we was gittin 
too many folks to handle the money, and to 
be figerin At the 'counts. Ever since I was a 
boy I always had a notion that the fetirer 
hands in eountin the better, and the less you 
handle money the better, for the more yon 
handle it, somehow, the less it grows. And 
then agin I telPd the Gineral, over and over 
agin, ' Don% meddle with the Bank,' says I ; 
< the money is safe enuff there, and one pocket,' 
says I, ' Gineral, is better than twenty.' But 
you know when I was in New- York with Ze- 
kel Bigelow tryin to find out the cause of 

L 
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money bean scarce, and when Zekel broke 
his watch showin me how the United States 
Bank worked among other banks, the folks 
somehow got round the Gineral, and the de- 
posits was removed. 

I have been lookin out for trouble ever 
since, though I was bound to stick to the Gin- 
eral, right or wrong, as I tailed him I would. 

Tother day, when we came to that part of 
the message where we have to speak of mony 
niatters, we sent for Mr. Taney^ our new Sec^ 
letary of the Treasury, to bring in his ac*- 
counts. He wam't quite ready, for he ain't 
as quick at siferin yet as he will be to rights ; 
so we waited for him a spell, and left a place 
here and there in the message, jest big enuff 
to put in figers : and so last night the Gineral 
sent agin, and said he must have the 'counts, 
fready or not ready,' and up they came, sui6 
enuff, and not more than half-cooked ; but the 
Gineral won't wait for nothin when he's in a 
hurry. * Now,' says he, * Major^ turn to and 
see how they stand with last year."^ And 90 
at it I went, comparin all the amounts of oat 
lays, the Gineral all the while smokin and 
thinkin pretty hard, with his feet up on the 
mantle. I figered up the sums pretty qnicki 
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CODsiderin there was a gdod many on 'em 
called estimates; and when I got to the eend 
on't, ' Now,' says T, * Gineral, you know I tell'd 
yoti that we could git up and put down nulli>- 
fication. in no time — ^we could turn out a cab- 
inet and appint other folks — we could send 
ministers abroad, and let 'em come home as 
soon as they pleased, and send other folks in 
their places, and give all full pay too — we 
could nock the United States Bank and Squire 
Biddle all into splinters — we could let our 
folks go on the Ingin lands in one place and 
drive them off in other places, and git up an 
Ingia War — and appint new officers here 
and there — and have new auditers to settle 
'counts — and let things go on in the Post 
Office and Land Office pretty much to suit the 
folks there— and instead of havin one Bank 
Ibr our mony, scatter it about among th« 
banks* of our friends. All this we could do, 
and have done, and have taken the respoffsS^ 
bility too, and the folks like us the better for 
it ; but,' says I^ ' when they come to see what 
it all costs 4)^re'll be trouble, now I tell you/ 
says I. 

* Why, Major,' says the Gineral, ' what's the 
Blatter ? ain't < the Govermenf economical T 
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•ays he: *do you expect to make refonm 
without costin something Can you clear up 
swamps, and cut ditches, and remove old 
stumps without expense?' <Yes,' says I, 
< Gineral, that's all true. But, plague on't,' 
says I, ' it's ben goin on so now nigh upon 6 
years ; and,' says I, ' it keeps costin more and 
more, and we are nearer bein swamp'd and 
stump'd than ever — ^here,' says I, * now jest 
look and see what 'the Government' costs 
now, and what it cost when Mr. Adams was 
President ; and that ain't the worst on't,' says 
I, ' our money is here, there, and everywhere ; 
and I don't see how we shall find it when we 
want it.' 

As soon as I mention'd the amount of the 
sums I had figered up, the Gineral jumps up, 
and he did stomp about a spell, I tell you— 
he smash'd down his pipe, and it flew into 
more than forty pieces — says he, ' Major, ain't 
you mistaken V • * No,' says I, * thare's no mis- 
take about me, Gineral.' < Let me see thedi 
accounts,' says he ; and he begun to feel for 
his spectacles, first in one pocket, and then in 
another — for he had no less than 7 pockets 
besides his watch fob — and he couldn't find 
his spectacles — says he, ' Major, have you seen 
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my spectacles V ' No,' says I, « Gineral, 1 hain't 
— where do you keep 'em ?' says I — * Why,* 
*fAys he, ' 1 used always to keep 'em in this 
side breast-pocket, but I have been so pester'd 
latelyiJ must have chang'd pockets'-^' That's 
bad,':, mys I, 'Gineral, especially,' says I, 
< when 'one wants any thing* in a hurry. 
Now,' say^ I, ' I only keep one pocket ; and I 
got that notion,' says I, ^ from Squire Biddle, 
for he keeps eny most every thing in one 
pocket, and he 6an,tell in a minit pretty>much 
all about eny thing.' 

The Gineral kept all the while feelin and 
tnrnin his pockets inside out, but no specta* 
cles. Says he, 'Major, I reckon them 'eie 
spectacles are somewhere in one of the0o< * 
pockets, and I'll find 'em,' says he, 'if I have to 
take my shirt off;' and at it he went, and' he 
off coat and jacket, and I don't know what all, 
and I all the while shakin *era to find the 
spectacles — ^by-and-by I see a hole in his pan^i 
taloons-pocket ; 'I'm on track now,* sa]rs 1, 
' Gineral ; here's a hole :' and, sure enuff, when 
he came to take off his boots, there was his 
best gold-rim specs, and all broke to flinders— -i 
and if we hadn't been lookin for 'em, and if I 
h^iip^X s^eiQ thitf 'ei^ hole, you never would My ^ 
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they ever had been specs, for they were all 
jam'd to nothin. 

There was a curious notion then jest come 
into my head, and I stood stock still, holdin 
the Gineral's pantaloons in one hand and his 
right boot upside down in tother, and there 
lay the specs • on the floor (or what there was 
left on 'em) ; and the Gineral stood lookin at 
me with eny most nothin on him, and the 
Message and the Treasury 'counts and my 
slate lay on the table — there warn't a word 
said for more than 10 minits — an awful time 
to stand so. 

So to rights the Gineral he spoke, and says 
he, ^ Major, what are you thinkin on V * Why/ 
says I, * Gineral, I was thinkin,' says I, ' if you 
had kept your spectacles in your side breast- 
pocket, they would be on your nose now ; but/ 
says I, * that ain't the worst on't, I'm afeard/ 
says I, * Gineral, we've got too many pockets 
for our money, and when we want it we shall 
all have to come to our shirts and boots before 
we find it.' 

The Gineral got as hornety as all nature at 
this ; and says he, * Major, I wish now you 
was only Calhoun, or Biddle, or Clay, or 
M'Dufiy, or Don Pedro, or Black Hawk| or 
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any one but Major Downing — ^for I feel as if I 
should like to give some one a thrashing.' 
* Why,' says I, * Gineral, you ain't mad nor 
nothin, be you? for I am too,' says I ; ' and 
eVry time I look at the 'counts,' says I, * I feel 
as if I would like to git hold of some one, and 
thrash 'em too,' — and so we stomped about a 
spell, cussin and discussin most things, till we 
got cool agin — ^but it was a considerable of a 
storm, I tell you. 

Your friend, 

J. Downing, Majori 
Downingville Militia^ 2d Bru?ade« 



i. 
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LETTER XX. 

AeewaU of the important difference between comnion 
' Specs* and Magical Glasses ; showing by plam 
matters of fact, how much more difficult it is to see 
through the latter than it is the former. 

To my old friend Mr. Dwigbt, of the New-York Daily Adver- 
tiser, who prints none bat my own genwine letters — 

WaahmgUm^ dOth, Nov. 1833. 

The. last letter I writ you telPd you about 
the hunt we htfl'-arter the Gineral's specs, 
and when we found 'em they was all stomp'd 
to bits in his boot. The Gineral and all on us 
have been in trouble ever since ^bout it, for 
they was given to him by Mr. Tan Buren 
the very day Mr. Tan Buren came to jine him 
at Washington as Secretary of State, and he 
telPd the Gineral never to Jet nobody handle 
them are specs but himself, and that when 
they got out of order, never to let nobody 
mend 'em but himself And, do you know, so 
particular was the Gineral, that when Mr. 
Tan Buren was absent, I have known him to 
send them specs clean to England for Mr. 
Tan Buren to fix 'em for h m ; for they had a 
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dozen little screws and springs to 'em, thalr 
sometinies would get out of order, and whea 
that was the case, you couldn't see no more 
threw 'em than you could threw Mr. Tan 
Buren himself. As soon then as we found 
'em all broke to bits, as I tell'd you in my last 
letter, the Gdneral was in the greatest trouble 
I ever see ; and he wrote right off to Mr. Van 
Buren about it, and sent the letter by express 
clear to Albany, where Mr. Van Buren was y 
and until that express got back agin, the Gin-* 
eral could do nothing with business. He was 
as bad off as an owl in tljto^ sunshine. So 
to rights the express got back, and brought 
a letter from Mr. Van Buren, and a new pair 
of specs — jest like the old ones (afore they 
wjBus broken )-«*there wan't a might of differ* 
ence. 

He put 'em on, and he looked as natural 
agin in 'em as ever. * Aha !' says he, * Majbr, 
these are the specs, after all. Tis strange,' saya 
he, ' I can't see things with Governor Cass'a 
specs, nor Grovernor Woodberry's, nor any^ 
body's, as well as I can with these, for they 
are jest like the pair I broke ;'-<-^nd then he 
read Mr. VwJ Buren'^ letter. < See here now, 
Major/ says the Gineral, < how kind it is ia 
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Mr. Tan Buren to cantioa me, agin and agin, 
not to tonch the seiews ; and do you know/ 
says the Gineral^ ' that ever since I have had 
Mr. Tan Boren with me, that whenever we 
oome to read over any long statement about 
polidies, and who to appint, or what to do with 
the Bank, or any thing that required sharp 
looking into, he wonld always first examine 
my specs, and take 'em off to the window, or 
to a comer with a lig^t, and see that all was 
right, and try 'em himself, and then bring 'em 
back to me ; for, as he sa3rs (and he is a knowin 
crittnr) that nnkss I can see wdl into every 
thing, I best see nothin.' . 

A kinder notion than jest b^an to git in 
my head that I couldn't scratch out all I could 
do. And says I, ^ Gineral, I would like now 
peskily to examine them specs ; for if Mr. 
Tan Buren has not got a patent for 'em (and 
seein he is Tice-President, and don't need one), 
I think of gitting one myself.' * Well,' says 
the Gineral, * I never like to refiise you nothin ; 
but Mr. Tan Buren made me promise never 
to let nobody examine into 'em, and especially 
you ; for,' says he, * Major, do you know that 
Mr. Tan Buren has a notion you know a good 
deal about contrivances, and that it is the 
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natar of your people Down East : and it might 
be he intends to git a patent himself for these 
very specs ; and if so, he ought to liave it, /or 
he says they are jest as much his ifiveniion as 
your letters are youm.' 'Well,' says I, 'its 
no matter.' But I got a kink in me to exam- 
in them are specs ; and I couldn't sleep, nor 
eat, nor drink, till I got hold on 'em. So one 
night,' when I and the Gineral had hen readin 
oyer the Message, and it was ail finished and 
complete, he put his name to it ; < And now,* 
says he, 'Major, do you attend to the printin 
on't, and git about 100 copies on't to send to 
our folks who are distant, so they can git it as 
soon and a little afore the opposition folks can 
send it express, after it is delivered to Con- 
gress ;' and so he went to bed, for he was eny 
most beat out. * Now,' thinks I, ' for a try at 
them specs' — for I was all the while thinkin on 
'em ; and the public work couldn't go on with- 
out 'em. And so I snook'd' em out, and clapp'd 
them on— the Gineral all the while snorin like 
a north-wester. 

As soon as I took up the Message, and look'd 
at it, I couldn't make head nor tail on't. ^t 
seem'd to me jest, for all the world like one of 
them show-boles-^-4dl the letters and figers waa 
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gfOD k ad round, and look'd all the while 

lilw Bi them crouds we see last summer 

(m-thi ! tower, throwin up hats, and cryin 

huzza Gineral and Major Downing, and 

Mr. V en ; and then, agin, there was a 

gnat nd it seem'd jest as if the Gineral 

VH i midflln nn'L and Mr. Van Buren, 

and 1 Kindle, and a raft 

moie.i d to be standing 

round, :hey would squirt 

up ovei c i^iiierai, burst, and then 

shower down stars (jest as folks tell on tother 
night when the stars ail did git a oaperin) — 
and jest as they would come nigh the Gineial 
those stars would git together and burst agin ; 
and then you couldsee nothin but ' glory,' and 
not a mite of the Gineral. 

' Well,' thinks I, ' if the Gineral can read the 
Message with these specs, it's more than I can.' 
But I stuck to it, I kept tumin over the leaves 
till I got to the Treasury Accounts and the 
Bank business, and the deposits, and matters 
of such nature, — I had read all that over so 
often before, with ihe Gineral, I had it all by 
heart. But when I came to look at it through 
them specs, it was no more like it than I am 
like Mr. Van Buren. The accounts was all 
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jumUed up, and then came another spell of 
< glory' agin; the letters and figers all tumin 
into a crowd of folks and throwin up hats : 
and there was Squire Biddle standin at the 
door of hin Bank, and Clay, and Webster, and 
Calhoun, and a crowd more of such ehaps 
about him, with clubs in their hands, keepin 
off our folks, who all seem'd to be tryin to git 
into the windows ; and some had got in and 
was jest comin out with bags on their backs, 
and among 'em I could see the cashiers of the 
new Deposit Banks, with as much as they 
could stagger under, and all canyin a label 
with ' glory' and ' huzza for Ginend Jackson,' 
and then agin up went another batch of rock- 
ets ! and there was the Gineral in another 
blaze of ' glory ;' and jest as fast as I tum'd 
over the leaves, and looked a spell, every thing 
would git to caperin agin, and end in a blow 
up ; and I could jest git a glimps of the Gin- 
eral, all kivered up in * glory.' 

Well, thinks I, if things look so to the Gin- 
eral, as they do to me threw these specs, I 
don't wonder so much that he dpnt always see 
'em as other folks do ; and then I went to 
work, lookin into the contrivance ; I give one 
screw a twist one way, and the glasses flew 

u 
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round like a flash ; and I took up the Message 
agin, and had another look, the letters and 
figures would all jump about a spell, and 
change sides; and when you come to read 
'em, they wamt nothin like what I had writ- 
ten 'em ; so I kept on turnin the screws, and 
slippin the springs, and every time Vd try an- 
other look, things kept all the while lookin dif- 
ferent — and by-and-by I got 'em so that things 
look'd jest as they are ; and as they look threw 
most specs. < Well,' thinks I, ' if this don't beat 
all natur.' — ^And the more I look'd into the con- 
trivance of them are specs, the more I began to 
think that tfiey knew a thing or two in Albany. 
< And now,' thinks I, ' I'll leave these specs as 
they now are, and let the Gineral take a look 
at things as he used to, before Mr. Van Buren 
gave him a pair of spectacles.' And so the 
next morning, when the Gineral come into 
the Cabinet-room up-chamber,^ the first thing 
he said, says he, ' Major, FU take good care 
how -I put these specs in my pantaloons- 
pocket agin.' And he took 'em out of his side- 
pocket, and begun rubbin 'em ; * Now,' says he, 
* Major, jest let me take another look at that 
Message. I want to see,' says he, * how the 
Treasury 'counts and the Bank matters look 
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once more, for, do you know,' say she, ' Major, 
I don't know much about figers,and every tinM 
I read that over, I'd get puzzled. But I sup- 
pose it's all right ; and as soon as I git puzzled 
with such matters, or any ether matters, I 
seem to think the people understand it if I 
don't ; for 1 can almost swear I can see *em 
jest as glad, let me do or say what I will, as 
they all was on the grand tower ; and that'k 
enuf.' So 1 turned over the Message to that 
part the Gineral wanted to see ; and he put 
OH his specs, and went on to readin it. 

I kept my eye on him ; he look'd a spell, and 
blink'd, and twisted his mouth, and took off 
bis specs and rubb'd 'em, and look'd agin and 
blink'd, and twisted his eyebrows, laid the 
Message on bis knees, and began to reckon 
on his fingers — for he is a master-hand at that, 
and can do a sum so, nigh upon as quick as' I 
can with a slate — so to rights, says he, ' Major, 
I don*t like the looks of this a bit.' < How so,' 
says 1 7 * Well,' wiyn he, * I don't know, but it 
don't look as it used to.' And with that he 
lookd up over the mantel-tree piece — and 
started back, and look'd agin,^and twisted his 
eyebrows and lips plagily ; and to rights says 
he, ^ Major, whose likeness is that in plaster T 
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< Wlqr,' says I, < that's Hr. Van Bureo, and a 
good likeness too.' ^Well, whose is that? 

< Why that's youm,' says I, ' and it looks for 
all the world like you' — and with that he 
jump'd up and took his Hickory, and with one 
lick he smashed both on 'em into powder. 
Jist then in come Amos Kindle with some 
newspapers, and the Gineral walk'd right up 
to him with his Hidcory inone hand, and the 
other hand holdin on his spectacles — the Gin- 
eral blinked at him a spell, Amos bowed — 

< Who are you ?' says the Gineral ; ^ what do you 
want V and jest as he was going to speak, the 
Oineral fetched him a clip, and if he hadn't 
been' a master-hand at dodging, you'd a heard 
no more on him : he streaked it for the door, 
and got out in time. < Major,' says the Gin- 
eral (taking off his specs to give 'em another 
wipe), ' warn't that Calhoun, or was it Duff 
Green? 'twas one or tother of them slim 
streaked-looking fellers, I'm sartin.' I see 
there was no time to lose, and at this rate the 
Gineral would smash all the lookingg-Islsses, 
and the Message too, and every thing else 
about him, if I couldn't git them are specs 
back agin, to fix the screws jest as Mr. Van 
Buren had 'em, so that he could see 'g^ory' agin 
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and nothin else ; and so I tell'd the Gineral to 
let me wipe his specs : and as soon as I got 
'em, I screVd 'em back to the old place, and 
ever since that, things go on smooth agin. I 
don't like to show the Gineral the nature of 
this contrivance yet of Mr. Van Buren's, but 
when Congress gets agoin, we shall have high 
times, and when the good time comes to let 
the Gineral see things as they are, without 
any 'glory,' Fll jest git his spectacles, and 
give them a twi^ back to a pkdn sight, and 
if you don't see trouUe among some of our 
folks I'm mistaken. -The Message now being 
done, and Congress jest getting together, I 
shall have more time to write to you. 

I wish you'd git a ' black pony' goin this 
season, tike the folks did last year, who print a 
paper down-cellar under youm, and if you 
don't let him run so nigh Sunday as they did, 
111 send all my letters by him. 

Yours, &c., 
J. Downing, Major. 
Downingville Militia, 3d Brigade, 
m2 
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LETTER XXI. 

Plan of the Presidents Message to Congress — and of 
a Cabinet Supiper — Song for the Important Occ€Won 
— Ptease not to caU the Major Jack Downing, 

To my old frieiid Mr. Dwight, of the N. Y. Daily A-dvertiser. . 

WathinifUnh 9th December^ 1833. 

My last letter telPd you about that diskov- 
ery I made in the natur of the Gineral's specs 
— and that the Message I had been to work 
on for some time was jest finished — ^but the 
very next day we faa^d to take it all to bits* 
and spring to and write eny most the hull of a 
new one, for we found we had gone too much 
into particulars, especially about the 'counts ; 
and letters from Mr. Van Buren advised us^to 
say as little about such matters as possible, 
for Congress would only make us tell pretty 
much the hull on't over agin — and the best 
way was to say little at first, and trust to luck 
and chance afterward. As soon as the Gine- 
ral came to know of this, says he, < Major, 
you must look out and keep in that Latin 
about the Bank anyhow.' So we kept that 



lUJOtt J. DOWNING. 189 

in, but it was plaguy troublesome to make it 
work well with the rest on't, for when you 
come to make English on't, it readd that the 
Gineral would have taken the Bank by the 
throat right off, if he thought he could make 
that Latin pill operate afore the charters ex- 
pire-^and then agin he says the Bank doea 
wrong in bringing its business to a close so 
rapidly as it is naw doing. There is one thing 
however that'a true enuff, for seein that Judge 
Marshall is a stubborn know-nothin kind of 
crittur, and would have a finger in givin the 
Bank that pill the Qineral speaks of in Latin, 
I don't believe it would have operated afore 
the charter expired, if it had 40 years more to 
rnn — so there is more wit and cnnnin in what 
the Gineral says than folks think for. 

There was another thing puzzled us tu a 
trifle about the Bank. Last ye^r, when we 
thought it had no rale chink in it, the Gineral 
thought best to take the deposits away from 
it ; but since I teU'd the Gineral in my Bank 
Report there was more than 100 cords of the 
rale grit) we had to say in the Message they 
had too much. 

The Post Office accounts was the next 
bother; and that puzzled all on us peskily. 



But we got round that by a very lucky diskov- 
ery ; and you see by the Message there has 
ben an error in keepin the 'counts in the post 
office ever since Giueral Washington's time; 
and every Postmaster Giueral, up to Major 
Barry's time, never found it out; and it was 
so curious that he took nigh upon 5 years to git 
at it. But it's all clear now, for he is an amazin 
sharp feller at siferin. We struck out all about 
the Grand Tower, for Clay has been over the 
same ground, and Mr. Van Buren thought it 
was best to aay nothin about it. And it warii't 
thought best too to say nothin about the Nul- 
lifiers, for some of Mr. Van Buren's friends in 
Georgia, beaded by Cravford, are gittin up 
Nullification there, worse than Calhoun's last 
winter, and it makes all the difierence in the 
world when you come to see that one's own 
friends are doin what our enemies did afore. 

As soon as we sent the Message to Con- 
gress, we set about gittin up a supper for all 
our folks who had ben to work on't, and we 
had a grand time ; all our Majors was there. 
The Gineral waa so beat out, he didn't stay 
long ; but some on 'em kept it up till nigh 
daylight. 

We had some rale good songs too ; and one 
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of our Majors is a plaguy sharp singer. I got 
a copy of one on 'em ; but 1 hain't got time 
now to send you the hull ont : so 111 jest gif« 
you 3 varses cmly. 

Come, comndes, one and all, 
Here assembled in the hall, 
Lest ns sing of times past, present, and to come ; 
We have erery thing at stake. 
And our fortunes yet to make, 
V And the public good is now-a-days " a hum. 

THmes pa$t have all gone by, 

And old laws are " all my eye,** 
The freatnt and theyiifiire we are fure in, 

When the Gineral's time is. up, • 

Well fill again the cup, 
And drink to Amos Kindle and Van Buien. 

We have no one now to thank 

For a discount at the Bank, 
Since we've got the public money from Nick.Biddla^ 

And as we alone have emt it, 

Well use it as we want it, ' 

Security is now all fiddle cUddla. 

[ wish you would tell folks to stop callin 
me Jctck Downing — ^'twa^ well enuff when I 
warn't quite as much up in the world as I now 
be ; and it was jest so with Mr. Van Buren-*- 
folks would keep callin him ^Mat:^ but it 
warn't right, and it ain't good nianners nuther. 
And there is auother thing I don't like ; but I 
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don't care so much about it (for I ain't asbam'd 
of any letter I ever did write), and that is 
printia in a book all the Letters I^^^ rit, and 
mizin up other Letters and Sam Patch, and 
callin some of my Letters to you counterfits. 
As soon as I git the Gineral threw this Con- 
gress, Fll turn to and git my Letters all to- 
gether that I writ to you, beginnin with the 
Grand Tower. Major Earl is drawin my 
likeness, and the Gineral's, and Mr. Yan Ba- 
rents, and the most of our folks for me. He 
is a master hand at it ; and Zekel Bigelow 
teUs me if I'll give him the copyright, he'll 
new shingle our old bam for nothin. How 
comes on your book about the Hartford Con- 
vention? The Gineral wants you to send 
him a copy on't as soon as it is done — he 
wants to see how nigh Yankee Nullification 
comes to Nullification now-a-da3rs. 

Yours, &c 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 
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LETTER XXn. 

Character of Mr. Clay — Art of War— A pitched and 
drawn BatUe on the. U. S. Bank — Amnesty and Ooer^ 
tures — Truce — Statu quo ante bellum — A Walk 
— A Button off — Tailor's Shop^The Button Scene 
— TAe Major'' s Success at a new Trade — 7%c Bank 
worth a Button, 

To my old friend Mr. Dwight, of the N. Y. Daily Advertiser. 

Wathmgtofit Dee. lithj 1833. 

We have got business enufnow on our 
hands, I tell you ; and nigh upon every day 
we have a squall that brings all hands to the 
helm. We have had fair wind so long, that 
few on us know exactly how to steer now-a- 
days, when every wind comes right in our 
teeth. I hain't had my coat off since Con- 
gress met ; and the Gineral say^ we must 
watch them fellows closely. 'Keep a sharp 
look out. Major,' says he, * on Clay— he is a 
boldj independent fellow, and will speak out 
his notions if the devil stands at the door ; 
and if he had the. people with him,' says the 
Gineral, 'as I have, there is no tellin what trou- 
ble he would give us. He would make as good 



District Attorney's report, or your Proclama- 
tion, oryourMessage,or Mr. Tany's report — ary 
one on 'em, — or,'saysI, 'come to think on't,yoa 
may take 'era all together, — for they are pretty 
much all one — and I'll take this ' Bank reply,' 
and then let's see what kind of a fight it will 
turn out.' ' Well,' says the Ginerai, ' you are 
a man of spunk, Major, and I Uke you for it : 
and if I make a prisoner on you, I'll treat you 
like a brave soldier.' 'And so will 1 you, 
Ginerai,' says F, ' and if you fall in the fight,* 
says I, ' Ginerai, I'll bury you,' says I, 'with 
the honors of war ;' and then we shook hands. 
'Now, Major,' says the Ginerai, 'as I am to 
begin the fight, don't you fi^'e till 1 fire, and . 
then we'll go threw, shot by shot.' ' Well,' 
says 1, < I want to know first, if I have a 
right to fire back your shot, if they miss me, 
and lean pick 'em up? 'O yes,' says the 
Ginerai, 'that's fair in war.' 'Use the ene- 
mies shot and shells, and guns too, if you can, 
Major, — thaCs the true art of war.* The 
Ginerai all the while kept fixing his papers all 
in a string on one side the table. He put his 
own Messages and Proclamation in the mid- 
dle, and flank'd off with our District Attorney 
and Mr. Tany's reports j and then he siAed 
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the Globe about, and call'd them scmiis and 
foragers — * There,' says he, ^ Major, I am now 
nearly ready;' and he took off his specs, 
and gin 'em a good rubbin and put 'em on 
agin. * Now, Major,' says he« 'taka your sta- 
tion.' And I went round tothei^side, and sat 
down. ' Are you ready ?' says the Gineral. — 
' All ready,' says I — and at it we went. The 
Gineral, he open'd his fire first, as agreed ; and 
he fir'd away from his first Message-^-And 
then his second — ^then he took the Globe, and 
then the reports, — and he blaz'd away like all 
wrath, for an hour ; and as soon as he stop'd to 
take breath — ' Now,' says I, *its my time,' — and 
I read the reply a spell, and answered all he said 
in three minits. And I gin him a look ! The 
Gineral twisted his face most shockin, and 
scratched his head too. But he went at it 
agin as spunky as ever ; for he is an amazin tuff ^ 
crittur in a fight, arid hangs on like a snappin 
turtle when he gits hold. He banged away 
a spell agin like all natur ; and jest as he took 
his specs off to give 'em* a rub, I gin him the 
reply agin. The Gineral gin his face another 
plagy hard rumple ; and I sot waitin for him 
to fire agin. Says he, ' Major, thaf s a sharp 
piece you are firin with there.' ' It's a peeler/ 
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Mys lera), I tell you — but you hain't 

got ti , ont yet — it's jest gettin warm, 

nys] 

* 29 lays the Gineral, ' suppose wo 

cfaanj lies — ^let me take that reply, and 

yoti t these documents. I like to £ght,' 

gayg norni I ti^iian tVyzja Is tcii to one 

hgbi : , 'Gineral, and so 

wtfdl 3 sit.' 

TTw pell at his paper 

agin ; t_ , says ne, ' iUajuF, I reckon we had 
better have a truce.' ' Not now,' says I, ' I've 
got my hand in now, and want to see the 
fight out.' ' Well,' says the Gineral, ^ you see, 
Major, what comes when any on&attempta to 
drive the executive ;' and with that ha got 
up, and took off his specs, and put 'em in hit 
pocket, and put on his hat and took Ids Hic- 
kory, and fetched a whack on the taUe,^ — 
* Veto,' says he — ' That's ennff,' says I, ' Gin- 
eral.' 

'Andnowj'says the Gineral, 'let's go and take 
a walk' — and so we went. The Gineral didnt 
say nothin for more than a mile, and I nother. 
So, to rights, says he, ' Major, everybody 
says money is very scarce.' ' That's true enuf,' 
says I, ' and it's not got as scarce as it will be 
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afore winter is over ;' and then I tell'd th^ 
Gineral the cause on't. < Well,' says the Gin* 
eral, ' I believe you are right ; and if the 
worst comes to . the worst,' says l^ej < we'U 
have a new Bank, and that will make money . 
plenty agin, wont it V * Yes,' says I, ' I sup^ 
pose so^ but we can't git a new Bank, Gin- 
eral, afore this one's'timie is out, and that's nigl^ 
three years yet; and long afore that time^' 
says I, ' there will be trouble enuf, as this on^ 
must all the wJiile be coUectm in its owh^ 
money ; and folks will fail, and be bankrupt ] 
and then twenty i^ew Banks will do them no 
good.^ ' I donU see that,' says the Gineral. ' IT 
we could make a new Bank now,' sajrs I, ' right 
off, and let it take up the business of the old 
one, it woulda't make much odd& But th$ 
law won't allow that, you know, GineraL' 
And jest then the Gineral got in a way he h«i 
of twitchin with his suspender buttons behind; 
and to rights he broke one off. - 'There/ 
says he, ' Major, here is this confounded bu^ 
ton off agin.' < Well,' sa]^ I, < that's a small 
matter — ^here is a tailor's shop, — let's go in 
and make him put it on — and so in we went 
The tailor happened to be one of our party, 

and was tickled to fcath to see the President 

n2 
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and thought he was goin to git an office right 
off, and was plagily cut down when he come 
to find it was ony a button off; and so he 
jamped back on his board, and sat down on 
bis heels agin, and said if the Gineral would 
tftke off his pantaloons, he'd put it on in a 
few minntes. — I looked at the Gineral and he 
looked at me — and we both looked at the 
tailor. ^ Why,' says the Gineral, * this is the 
worst thing. Major, I ever met — ^I'm stump'd 

■^completely ! It will never do to risk walking 
borne with this button off; for if 'tother 
one comes off, it's all over with me ; and if I sit 

liere without my pantaloons till that fellow 
puts on a button, I'll kitch my death of cold ! 
Look here. Major,' says the Gineral, ' that other 
button is taken all the strain, and it will come 
off in Idss than five minutes — what is to be 
done ? It seems to me, Major,' said the Gin- 
eral, ' that no man is placed so often in such 
real trouble as I am.' — * Yes,' says I, * Gineral, 
but it's fortunate for you, you always have me 
with you.' * I know it. Major,' says he, * and I 
hope you will be as true a friend now as ever 
you have been.' — And with that, says I to the 
tailor, ' Can't you fix things now, so as to git 
over all thb trouble? < There is only one 



MAJOE J. DOWNING. Ul 

• 

way/ says the tailor, ^and that I've stated, 
and another thing,' says he, 'the Gineral 
wants a new pair.' *You rascal,' says thO 
Gineral, < you can't make a better pair, and 
one that fits me better, if you try a mouth—? 
these pantaloons,' said the Gineral, 'are better 
than a new pair ; and if they only had new 
buttons here they would last me to my dying 
day. — It takes me weeks and months to git a 
pair to sit easy. I won't have a new pair/ 
says the Gineral, ' that I'm determined on. I 
see,' says the Gineral, ' what you are after-*-* 
you want a new job.' 

' Well,' says I, ' Gineral, let me try' — and 
with that I wax'd a thread, and got a new 
button ; and whilst the Gineral stood up,' I SDt 
down behind him, and stitched on the button 
in three minits — ^the Gineral all the while sha- 
kin his hickory at the tailor, and tellin him 
that he had no more brains in his head than 
he had in his thimble. — < You are a pritty fel- 
low to belong to my party,' says he ; * I should 
have been soon in a pritty condition, if I had 
taken your advice,' says the Gineral. ' Let me 
ever ketch you at the White House agin.' So 
to rights, the tailor got mad too, and said he 
didn't belong to the Gineral's party— he was 
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a Tany-Kindle-Yan-Buren-Jackson-man ; he 
knew which side his bread was butter'd ; and 
he looked plagey knowin too— it was jest as 
much as I could do to keep the Gineral from 
smashin him — so says I, ' Come, Gineral, let's 
be movin ;' and we went home — the Gineral 
ill the while talkin about his escape from an 
awful state that tailor was about getting him 
in. — 'Well,' says I, 'Gineral, little things 
sometimes give us a kink and a notion of big- 
ger ones ; and now,' says I, ' do you know, 
Gineral, we are in a scrape now, pretty much 
like that one we jest got out on.' ' How so ?' 
says the Oineral. ' Why,' says I, < the Bank, 
there it is,' says I, 'jest like your pantaloons, 
Setter than new; and only wants a new button ; 
and some of these ere political tailors about us 
here want us to sit shiverin and shakin, and 
Tunnin the risk of gcttin a rhenmatiz that will 
last us our lives, jest for them to get the job 
of makin a new one.' 

' And now,' says I, ' 1 guess you and I had 
better disappoint 'em, as we did the tailor jest 
now — stitch on a new button, and things will 
go smooth agin.' The Gineral didn't say a 
word ; but he got thinkin plagey hard, till wc 
got home agin, and he got his pipe, and I got 
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mine, and jest as we were lighten 'em, says 
he, ' Major, there are some fellows about us 
here that pester me most desperately — ^we 
must all go as a ' Unit,' or I must blow 'em 
all up, and git a new set. We'll think of it' 
said the Gineral, and with that we cock'd our 
feet on the mantle-tree, and in less than five 
minutes you couldn't see no more on us than 
our toes. 

Your Friend, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Dawningville Militia, Ski Brigade. 
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LETTER XXIIL 

Beasan for' some People's feeling easy — The Major pre- 

paring to " do something'*^ for the Country — A half" 

kitchen Cabinet Council — The Major whittles, to 

save Time and listen — A still busier Man — Sylla and 

Charybdis — Business planned. 

To my old friend Mr. Dwight, of the N. Y. Daily Advertiser. 

Washington, 27th December, 1833. 

My last letter to you telPd you of that trouble 
the Gineral got in about the buttons, and if it 
hadn't bin for me he'd bin in a pretty scrape 
with that tailor. The Gineral hain't forgot 
that yet, and won't so long as he wears but- 
tons. 

You know IVe bin tellin you along about 
my fears ofmony troubles — well it's bad enuff, 
and is goin to be worse yet, or I know nothin. 
And the Gineral is beginnin to think so too. All 
our folks about us here don't feel it, for they have 
all got fat offices — ^but I know the people feel 
it who hain't got fat offices — and until they 
speak up, things will go worse and worse. 
Every letter I git now is full of trouble and 
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distress — and I telPd the Gineral t\>t&er day, 
saj8 If * Gineral, we must look into this mat- 
ter, now I tell you.' ' Why,' says he, * Major, 
< the €k)verment' ain't to blame — every man . 
about me says it ain't his fault.' ' Well,' says 
I, ' some one did it, I'm certin — ^things went 
smooth enuff,' says I, ' till we got dablin and 
medlin in mony matters and the Bank ; and 
now it's all heds and pints, and when we say 
it ain't our fault,' says I, ' it's pretty much like 
a man puttin a long pole over a fence on a 
swivel — and aiier pullin one eend round with 
a jerk, if he nocks over a dozen folks with the 
other eend, says it ain't his fault — ^now it's 
pretty much jest so with the Bank,' says I, 
' and if you can't see it, all I can say.is, I can.* 
< Wei), Major,' says the Gineral, < somethin 
must be done, anyhow, for I begin to think 
that politic^ and mony matters don't always 
work together. I'll call all our folks together,' 
says the Gineral, * and we'll have a full Cabi- 
net, and look into this matter ; and do you, 
Major, prepare yourself, for I'mi goin to turn 
over a new leaf, that I'm determined on'-^and 
with that he issued orders for every w^ to 
be at the Cabinet Chamber the next day jest 
after breakfast — and I went to work puttin 



down alfmy nolione in writin, for I expected ' 
a niff time, and a pretty sharp set of fellers to 
beat off — and thinks I, as it is the fashion I 
Dow-a-days to read papers to the Cabinet, III | 
give 'en» one that will be worth readin, and I | 
guess it will be the last one that the Senate , 
will ask an official copy of in one while. It ' 
took nigh upon all night to write it out — and 
I sprung to it, for I think the time ia come to 
let some folks see they hain't got a green-horn 
to outwit when they try me. 

And so the Gineral had 'em all up in the 
Cabinet Chamber yesterday'; and such an 
orerhawlin I never see. I sat all the while 
with one foot on the table, wbillin a piece of 
shingle — and the Gineral was valking round 
among 'em, telUn about the tronbWlti mony 
all about the country, and askin how we are 
to git out of the scrape. I kept .an $ye oQ 
most all on 'em, and both ears on pretty much 
the hull on 'em ; and such a winzin and tan- 
gle I never see since the day all Downingville 
cum over to the Jackson side, and that was 
jest arter his election. They thought I was 
detarsoin'd the lirst go off to say nothin : and 
to rights I heard one chap jest behind me tell 
theOineral, ' there was wie Major in the Cabi- 



y could make the people believe jest whai 
y wanted — that it was his fault that-the Cab 
t was obliged to shift their ground about the 
ik, and cross tracks every day. If it hadn' 

for him the deposits would have been re 
ved because there warn't no * Safety Fund 
the Bank, and the people bin contented— 
1 if it warn't for him the Goverment couk 
V make the people believe that Biddle was 

sole cause of there bein no money now-a 
rs,' and so on. I jest stop'd whitlin a minit 
I cut my eye over my left shoulder, and the 
er dodg'd behind the Gineral in a flash, anc 
en I look'd round the ring I found pretti 
:ch the hull on 'em lookin at me, and ther< 
rn't a word said. And to rights the Gine 

he walked up to me, and stop'd right ii 
nt, and look'd me strait in the face : say 

' Major, you have hearn what is said— 
i I should Jike to know what you have t< 
r in reply — no man shall leave this room 
rs the Gineral, ' till this trouble is cleared u] 
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would lake a good many men to convince me 
that you ain't what I have always found you 
^--an honest man, and a true patriot — some 
».Jo]k8 about us have been whisperin in my ear 
fi>r a long while that you ain't what I think 
you are — ^but, Major,' says the Gineral, ' 1 am 
a soldier, and so are you — and we are now all 
face to face — no more whisperin,' says the 
Gineral, and he fetched his Hickory a wliack on 
the floor, and look'd round the hull ring. — 
* The country is in trouble,' says he, * and the 
time is come for every honest man to speak 
out — ^if there is error, let it be corrected — ^if 
there is trick, we must expose it — and now. 
Major,' says the Gineral, < do you set still — and 
if any man has any thing to say agin you, let 
him speak out. When they are all dun, you 
can answer them ;' and with that the Gineral 
puU'd his own chair up to the other side of the 
table, and laid his Hickory and hat down afore 
him, and all our folks began to nock noses in 
little groops here and there ; and one on 'em, 
no matter who, was as busy as a lost dog on a 
trainin-Klay, smellin round fjnom one to another 
to find the right man to speak first ; but none 
on 'em seem'd to like it. The Gineral all the 
while sat blinkin and lookin round at 'em all. 
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and rumplin his fkce once and a while moet 
plaguily. 

So, to rights, this one on 'em came forward 
and bow'd, and says he, ' Oineral, that < our . 
sufferins is intolerable' there is little doubt ; 
and the question is, not haw we got into our 
present condition, but how we can best gU out 
of it, I belicTe,' says he (turnin with a bow 
to everybody, for he is an amazin poUte crit^ 
ter), < that is the true and only pint now for 
discussin.' 'Not exactly,' says I; <but no 
matter.' ^Well,' says he, 'as regards the 
Migor, far be it from me to make any charge 
•gin him ; he is decidedly the favourite of the 
people, and should be the favourite of every 
man in office who wishes to keep his office ; 
bat I would say, that I wish the Major had a 
higher Office. I wish he was an auditor of 
accounts — or a receiver of public mony — or a 
minister abroad— or an Ingin agent, or any 
other office in the Goverment ; but as he is 
now, there is no gittin hold of either eend of 
him ; we can't elevate him, which I sincerely 
desire — ^we can't put him down, which no man 
desires. There are things in all GovermentSi 
and in this in particular, that require cooldn 
up before the people should be sarved withit} 
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but the Major hands the dishes over to the 
people^ raw and uncook'd, and lets every man 
dress his own dinner : this is not right. And 
then, agin, he is an enemy to party, and thinks 
that politicians shouldn't meddle in mony 
matters, when we all know that none of us 
would now be here without party, and that 
forty caa*t hold together without office, and 
that office ain't worth a fig without mony; 
and so it cemes to this — we've got a party, 
and a good strong one ; and that party must 
;keep all the offices and the coatzol of all the 
^nony ; for, without mony, the offices won^ 
l^good for nothin — and without offices the 
^^aity will be all scattered : look at my own 
^tate — see how things work there ; and jest 
they should here. We must have the Bank ; 
can't do any thing without it. This one is 
^ood enuff if we could git Biddle and his 
friends out of it — but seein we have tried that 
aJ^d can*t succeed, this must go down, and 
tben well have a new one after our own 
ftishion — ^unfortunately, some will suffer — be- 
cause this one must, I suppose, collect its debts 
asid wind up : but what is the sufferins of a 
few in trade, compared to the breaking up of 
a pUiHeal party, now all hitched together? 
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Think of ail of us gain back agin to practise 
law — and you, Mr. Auditor, to keepin a school 
— and you, Mr. Secretary, to keepin a shop— 
and you to ploughin — and you lo plantin com 
— and you to drggin potatoes — and you to 
prinlin newspapers.. And you. Major,' says 
he, ' what would become of you T I begiin 
to crawl ali over, and waa jest goin to say 
soniethin, but I thought I wouldn't till he got 
through ; and he reeled it off for more than 
an Jiour pretty much in the same way about 
things in gineral, and Major Downing in par- 
ticular. And as soon as he sCopt, I got up, 
and says I, ' Has anybody got nothin more to 
say V No one said a word. Says I, ' Is all 
that is said put in writin 1 &r then there will 
be no mistake — no turnin corners — no dodgin 
afterward,' ' O, no,' says he, ' there is no ne- 
cessity to put any thing in writin of this na- 
ture ; that ain't my way,' says he. ' I have 
always said, I don't Hke to git into the news- 
papers.' 'Well,' says I, 'that's jest where 
we differ — what I'm goin to say now,' says I, 
'is all in my pocket in black and white — and 
with the Gineral's permission,' says I, 'I'll 
read it to the members of the Cabinet, and 
then I'll git it printed, and then all on you can 
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read it, and every man shall have a copy ont, 
except Clay and the rest of the Senate — for 
though the law says they are part of the Gov- 
erment, they ain't got no business with any 
paper read to the Cabinet — ain't that law,' 
says I, ' Gineral ?' The pineral nodded his 
head, and that was enuff; and says he, 'Ma- 
jor, do you read that paper ; I know you well 
enuff to know it will be an honest view of 
things, and I don't care whose toes you tread 
on. .^I have no interest in these matters fur- 
ther than to do my duty — ^if any fellers have 
misled me, I advise 'qm to keep an eye on my 
hickory.' 

And then J took out my papers from my 
pocket, and weiiT at it ; and I didn't mince 
matters, I tell you. The Gineral sot restin his 
elbows on the table, with his chin in both 
hands, and lookin strait in my face the hull 
time, ony once in a while he would take his 
hickory and whack it on the table when any 
one muttered and whispered ; and as soon as 
I got to the eend on't, then come a buz and a 
mixin, and the Gineral got up and fetched 
another whack on the table with his hickory, 
enuff to loosen one's eye-teeth. 

^ Now,' says the Gineral, ' I've heam both 
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sides, and the people will shortly hear it too. 
If they say the Major is right, I won*t oppose 
them any longer ; if they say the Major ia 
wrong, theii we'll go on as we now go : and 
noW)' says he, * Majoi",* git that paper printed ; 
and the only favour I ask of you is, not to 
send an official copyon't to the Senate, if they 
ask one :' and with that I and the Gineral 
bowed^off the Cabinet, and the Majors, and 
the rest of the Goverment ; and we turned to 
readin letters from all quarters, all full of 
mony troubles and distress, enuff to givh one 
the colera morbus ; for„^ I said afore, one is 
jest a^ut as bad as t'other. 

I'll send you, to-morrow or next day, the 
paper I read to the Cabinet,lnd the rest ofihe 
Goverment, for you to print. It's too long fot 
this letter, and you can ask Zekel Bigelow, if 
he hain't stop'd payment, to pay you for the ex- 
pense of printiu on't, and tell him for me if 
his head is above water, it's more thdh can be 
said of most folks — and he'd better hold on all 
he's got, and ride out the storm if he can. 
His last letters .to me say things are shockin 
bad in Wall-street, but the worst there ain't as 
bad as things are away West and South ; and 
they will be worse yet, if the people don't de- 
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cide pretty soon, as the Giceral says, whether 
I am right or wrong. For it's the people'isi 
basiness now, and the Gineral is waitin for 

'em. 

Your Friend, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade 
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LETTER XXIV. 

J%B Mqfar's Viw ff Me State of ike Ccumiry md 
Money Concerru— Everybody* s Coneems-^Hietory 
of the U. S, Bank-'A Conestoga Wagon — Me Dri- 
ver and Horses — Other Wagons^—Their Mem and 
Beasts^—Steamhoats and Banks not different^' 
Skunks and Pelitieians^-Pdtriotie Affpeal, especiaHIy 
addressed to Men with Wives and CkUdren* 



[Miy'or Downing, in his letter of Decembtr 27th, after 
tioiiing theCeict of hiihavinf read hie tiewa on the subjects the 
Bank; and the Depositea, to the Cifbinet, engaged to And a copy 
of tiie document to this paper fbr publication. A delay of some 
daya occurred before we receited tt. T^^ we undentand, wn 
cauaeMy a. wi^ that the Cabinet might have an t^portum^ to 
re-examine the case, and a hope that they might unite in oftDiaa 
on this thorny oatter. Having waited some time for the ac- 
compUshment of this important object, the Major became con- 
Tinced that the present Cabinet waa fiur fiom being a * Unit^' 
and considered it useless to wait any loi^pv; and he theiefote 
fulfilled hia undertaking bytandingivte dKoment aUudedta] 

OFFICIAL PAPER. 
Read to the Cabinet, and Majors, Auditors, and Uader-Secreta- 
ries, and Sub-postmasters, and the rest of the Goverment, 
on 26th day of December, A u. ISS^^-and printed for the 
use of all the citiaens from Downingrille tp New-Orleai», 
along the seacoast, and up the Mississippi, aoi Missouri, aud 
so down the Lakes, and across by the Erie Canal to Albany, 
and along by the middle rout over New-Jersey, Pensylvany, 
and Maiyhmd, to WashiiigtOD— end away agin to all paita 
of creation, and to everybody. 

GiNE&AL, and OeatleiqMi'^f the Calnnety 
and the rest on you here present, composin 



vennent — I speak to you as a man 
right between you and the people — 
what I am goin to say ain't calculate^ to make 
any on yon change yonr opinion, so mnch as 
to make yon know mine — ^you have pretty 
mncli all on you had yonr tnrn, and now 
comeB my tarn — ^if any thing I say has sharp 
eomeis anl seiapes the skin a little, it is be- 
cause I hmaft had time to file the edges 
smooth, ni give yon my noticxis pretty 
mnch y yon get bread firom the bakers, and 
leave you to slice it or chunk it as best suits 
you ; and every man can butter his own slice 
jeaft to please his &ncy — that ain't my busi- 
ness so much as it is lusn. 

We are met here, not only to fix on some 
plan to get the country out of trouble, but to 
see how it got into trouble — and I am goin to 
say a little on both pints. When a chimbly 
smokes at the rong eend, with the wind at 
north<east, some folks may content themselves 
with openin windows and doors to let the 
irmoke out ; but my notion is that the safest 
plan is to see into the cause on't, and correct 
it, so that the chimbly will only smoke at the 
right eend, let the wind blow any way. 

Now there 19 a few things we mnst look 
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into a leetle, and then wi will know mora 
about 'em, and I am goin to examin — 

What kind of a crittur the Bank of tl^e 
United States raly is j 

Whether its natur is to do good or ctU to 
the country ; and then wind up with •* > 

Matters and things in generaU 

Twenty years ago the country was in 
trouble, and filPd up with all kinds of Bank 
paper — nigh upon as bad as old CoQtinental— r 
and a good deal was a leetle worse. If any 
body ain't old enufflo remember that time, 
and wants to see what kind of mony I mean, 
let him go to {he Treasury, and Mr. Taney 
can show him nigh a million and a half of 
dollars, not worth the cost of the paper and 
ink used every year in makin a report on't : 
but this is only a drop compar'd to what 
would be now there of the same kind of stuff 
if it hadn't ben for the Bank of the United 
States. All our wise folks of that day said 
we must have a Bank of the United States, 
and a good big one-— one strong enuff to do 
the work well, and to clear out all this trash, 
and so thia Bank' was made, and the first 
thing was, as there was a very little rale 
mony in the 6ouhtqr» the^ Bank went and 
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Wi a good jag ottt in Europe, and went to 
work here cfearin away jest as we do oqt 
fields in the spring. 

It was a pretty dirty job to do so, I tell you, 
and the Bank dkln't get through with it with- 
out scratchin, and smuttin its fingers pretty 
considerable ; and that wstm't the worst on't 
toit the Bank. The Goverment made the 
Bank agree to pay fifteen hundred thousand 
ddlars for the privil^^e of doing this worl^ 
and made it agree to take care of the people^i 
mony in all parts of the country^ and to pay 
it here and there wherever^ the Goverment 
lold 'em to, and to pay all tne* pensions, and 
to do evry thing in the money way, without 
chargin any thing for it to the Goverment 
This was a pretty tuff bargin for the Bank — 
for all it got in return was, to have the keepin 
of the mony, and when the Goverment 
didn't want it, the Bank might lend it out. 
It took a good many years afore the Bank got 
things to work smooth. It was like a whop- 
pin big wagon that wanted a good many 
horses to drag it, and as it had a valable 
freight in it, it wanted none but the best kind 
of horses— rale Conestogas — aad it wamk 
enr«ry one who knew how to drive sueh a 
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team. The owners of this wagon found 
ihat out — for some of the first that they got 
came plaguy nigh oversetting it. So to rights 
they got Squire Biddle. I suppose they 
thought that seein that the folks in Pensyl- 
vany have the best and strongest horses, and 
the biggest wagons^ they ought to know best 
how to guide 'em. Well, they made a pretty 
good guess that time — ^for ever since they told 
the Squire to take the lines, they hain't lost ^ 
linch-piri or broke a strap — and there warn't 
no complaints made agin him by the folks on 
the road : on the contrary, all the other wag- 
oaeiB liked the Squire amazinly; he was 
always ready to give 'em a lift whe^ he found 
them in the mud, and whenever they got 
short of provender, the Squire never refused 
to turn out some of his to keep their horses 
from suflferin. Every thing was goin on 
better and better, and everybody said at home 
and abroad there warn't such a team in all 
creation. Well, about four years ago we 
begun to pick a quarrel with the Squire, and 
it^ been goin on every year pretty much after 
this ftshion. The first go off, some of our 
icXkB wanted the Squire to change some of hn 
iMjdifi hoises'-^the; indd tb» bned wub!% 
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ifigfat^-Jie ought to put on the lead some 
Albany trotters — that they were the best 
horses on the lead he could have. The 
Squire didn't like to change— he said the 
horses he had knew the road as well as he 
did, and they wouldn't bolt nor kick up, and 
when they came to up-hill work he could de- 
pend on 'em. 

Then agin our folks wanted the Squire to 
change harness — they said they had new 
patent collars — and a horse could pull as 
much agin with 'em as with the old-fashion'd 
collars. Well, the Squire didn't like that no- 
tion nother. So to rights they told the Squire 
he must give up the lines — ^well, that he 
wouldn't do, he said, without orders from the 
owners of the team — ^they had appointed him, 
and so long as they kept him there, he would 
go along and do his duty, jest as he had done — 
and it warn't right to keep stoppin him every 
day on the road, and tryin to make him try 
new plans. 

And with that, all our folks made a regular 
battle on the Squire — ^some took away out of 
his wagon a part of the bags and boxes, and 
divided it round among the drivers of other 
wagons, who was mixin in the scufBa too, 



MAJOR J» DOWlflNO. 171 

and away they crack'd off with it. Some 
undertook to cut the Squire's traces ; they 
thought they was only leather and rope traces.; 
but the Squire was too deep for 'em, for his 
traces was all chains kivered with leather, 
and so they spil't their jack-nivcs. Some 
went on ahead and rolled stones in the road, 
and dug deep holes, and tried all they could 
to make the Squire upset, and threw stones 
and mud at him and his horses; but the 
Squire kept on, his horses didn't flinch, and 
as they had dragged the big wagon over 
worse roads in their day, they went along 
without accident. Well, now it turns out 
that all the wagons that drove oflf so, with a 
part of the Squire's load, are in trouble, for 
the first piece of muddy road they all stuck 
fast, and there they are now — one wants the 
other to give him a pull and a lift ; but they 
say they all want liftin-r-the Squire has jest 
come up with 'em — and now they want 
him to hitch on to ^em and drag 'em all out 
together^ but be says that's impossible, the 
most he can do is ^ take back the load they 
took from his wagon, and then perhaps they 
can git out of the mud ; bat it is mora tbaa 
IliB team ean jio^ and he won'tv tua the ride 



of breafcin his harness or injuria his horses tO 
drag 'em all out together. Well, now tliat's 
jest about the condition of things, and the 
longer they remain so the worse it will be— 
the longer horses and wagons stand knee 
and hub deep in mud, the less able they'll be 
to git out on't. 

And now I'll leave 'em there a spell, and 
we'll lake a look into the natur of the Bank, 
and what it raly ia ; for to hear some folks 
talk about il, one would think it was a most 
shockin monster, and that it was pretty much 
nothin else but Sgiiire Biddle, when it is no 
more the Squire than that big wagon is, not 
a grain more. Lookat this long list of names ; 
well, these are the owners or the Bank ; here 
we see, in the first place, the nation owns one- 
fifth, and the rest is scattered round, as you 
see here, among an eyerlastin batch of folks 
all about this country, and some in forin 
countries ; and I am glad to see on the list 
here, old widows, and old men, and trustees 
of children, who hain't got no parents livin, 
and all our own people, they put their money 
in the stock of this Bank for safe-keepin — not 
to speculate — and jest sq with the innooent 
foreigners, and die best on't is, they Lava paid 
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•or fdlk9' a t)ret1y high pr^oaitlia for every 
dollar out Well, theoe are the folks, ttiei^, 
that compose the Bank. Now what way do 
they want this Bank managed? The busir 
ness of the Bank is to loan mony, and is jest, 
for all the world, like any rich man whose 
business is to loan out his mony — is it his 
interest to dabble in politics, or to let politicians 
dabble with him? Not an attorn on't. I 
never knew one of your rale politicians who 
ever could pay his debts; and they^ain't the 
kind of folks people like to deal with, any way, 
who have got money to loan — ^they know 
that talkin politics, and gittin things into 
snarls jest to answer party purposes, ain't the 
way to pay interest nor principal nother, and 
politicians in a Bank are the worst folks in 
the world for the owners of the Bank, for the 
most on 'em hain't got money of their oim to 
lend, biit they are plaguy ready to loan other 
folks' mony to brodier politicians of the same 
party. 

No, ho, a man who has got his ihony loan'd 
out (and it's jest so with a Bank) wants to see 
everybody Inisy and industrious, and mind 
their business, and increase their prop- 
perty, for then they will be aUe to pay interest 
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mai pmdpal too; tbey don^ like to see 
tlnigs aB mixed vp with politics, and pei^ile 
qnarrellinaiid dispatin^aiid when they do, tfaejr 
git dieir mony bock in their pockets i^;m as 
floon as they can, for they know that politics 
ain't profitable basiness. 

Then it comes to this, that if the Bank is 
what I have said it is (and its nothin else), it 
ain't such a monster as some folks try to make 
ns think it is ; and instead of bein a dan- 
gerous monster, I see, and I know everybody 
else must see, who dont squint at it, but looks 
it strait in the face — ^that its natur is jest like 
the natur of any man who has got property 
in the country, and that -is to have every 
thing go on in harmony, and with industry, and 
with honesty, and accord! n to law — no jan- 
gles and tangles and talkin politics in porter- 
houses and bar-rooms, hurrain for this man, 
and pullin down that man — ^that kind of 
work don't clear up new lands nor plough up 
old ones, it don't keep the hammer goin, and 
the wheels tumin ; and don't pay interest nor 
principal nother. 

But some on you say the Bank has too 
much power, and that Squire Biddle might do 
a good deal of mischief if he would. Well 
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there is my old friend Capt. Elihu S. Bunker, 
of the steamboat President, runnin twixt New- 
' York and Providence — ^he's got about sich an:: 
other monster — ^there is no tellin what a dan- 
gerous monopol3r' of power that crittur's got in 
that are boat. I was lookin into it when I came 
on with him a spell ago, and he was showin me 
how he managed it. If he was to fasten down 
the kivers of them two mortal big copper kit- 
tles he has got in his boat, and blow his bel- 
lesses a spell, he would smash every thing for 
more than 50 acres round— Does any body 
want to know why he don't do it? — he has ben 
in a steamboat as long now as the Bank's 
ben goin, and hain't scalded nobody— but he 
can do it in a minit if he chuses — Well, I'll 
tell you why he don't — it ainH his interest^ 
and he don't own no more of the boat than 
Squire Biddle does of the Bank — the owners of 
the boat employ him to manage it, because they 
know he understands his business* — He knows 
if he didn't watch over their interest, they'd turn 
him out— and jest so the owners of the Bank 
would sarve Squire Biddle. " And that ain^t 
all, Capt. Buliker knows, if he hurts anybody 
with his boat, he'd run a chance of hurtin 
himself too— he knows, too, that it is the in- 
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terest of liis owners not to liave any accidenU 
aboard any hoai — for if people gvt scalded in 
OQC steamboal, tliey keep clear of all on 'em 
— and iho' some folks think Banks ain't like 
steamboats, 1 can tell 'em that in tlie main 
thing they are exactly alike — for unless folks 
have got confidence in 'em, and feel safe in 
'em, they ain't worth ownin — but when they 
all go on and meet no accidents, they are prilty 
good property — and the largest, and strongest, 
and cleanest, and quietest, and best-managed, 
git the most business.— Now i think that's 
enuf about. dangerous monopohes &r a spell. 

Let us now see what the Bank is about, 
and what we've been about. 

Deacon Goodenou has been in that Bank, 
as one of its directors, -off and on, erer since 
. it was a Bank, and I hare^eard him say fifty 
times (and he's a man tobe depended on) he 
never hearda word about politics in it, till about 
four years ago — and it all came from our 
sending every year since that time some rale 
politicians to help the other twenty directors 
to manage the Bank — the first go off, the 
Deacon says, they thought best to keep quiet, 
and make-no stir about it; for it was pretty 
much like findin skimks in the cellar — the 
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best way was to let 'em alone, if they'd keep 
there, and run the chance of their goin out, 
when they found there warn't no eggs to suck 
—but when they undertook to cum up-cham- 
ber, and smell about in all the cubbords, it was 
time to snub 'em — and then came trouble: 
and that's jest about the way now ; and the 
Deacon says, and he's about right, that poli- 
ticians in a Bank are jest as bad as skunks in 
the cellar — there ain't one grain of difference. 

Some on you say we don't want a Bank 
now : well, that may be so — but when I got up 
this mornin, it was plagy chilly till I got my 
coat on — now I am warm, and it may be I 
don't need a coat — but I think if J take my 
coat off, I'll feel chilly agin-r-and I am so cer* 
tin of this, I won't make a trial on't. 

^me on you say, the owners of this Bank 
hain't got no r;ght tS a recharter— they have 
had it long enuf— -and its time now to have 
a new shuffle and cut : well, that ain't my no- 
ticm, and Til tell you why-^ho' this Bank 
ws^ chartered for twenty years, it had a good 
right to believe we would renew its charter, 
if it behaved well and did its jduty-- jest pf^ a 
Coagrectsmw has a, right to expect his eon- 
Ititaente will send hm to Congress agia U 
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he behinres weR — and its a good way to 
keep fi>lks strait, and make 'em do thmr dnty 
— bat if we are to nock this Bank down, and 
haye a new shuffle and a new cat, then I say- 
that diem folks who make money oat of a rise 
of stock in the new Bank ought to pay the loss 
tfiat all these old folks and young children will 
suffer by nocking down the old Bank — to say 
nothin abont the innocent foreigners who pat 
their money in this Bank, thinkin it was safe. 
And let me tell yoa another thing — the longer 
a Bank stands, and the older it gits, the better 
foXks abroad and at home like it — people who 
have got money to lend don't like changes — 
and particularly government changes. Woald 
any on yon like to lend folks money in Soath 
America 7 and do you think any of them 
Gorerments conld make a Bank that folks 
woald have any confidence in ? I don't think 
they conld — jest because they keep choppin 
and changin every year. 

Will any on you say that it ain't a good thing 
for a country to make folks all about think it 
is a safe one to lend money to ? ain't good 
credit worth nothin ? 

Well, how does any man in trade git credit, 
and make folks think him safe to trust ? WUl 
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he break up his stiuid every year, and change 
his business, and try new plans ? I say that 
ain't the way ; and no man ever prospered 
after that fashion ; but when he finds things 
go well with him, he hangs on ; or else he 
hain't got no wit in him. 

Now, my notion is that none on us alone 
can make folks all about creation think we are 
safe folks to trust. But all on us together can 
do so ; and that is the reason a good big Bank 
can manage this for us. Folks abroad know 
the Bank, and the Bank know us ; and so 
we can manage things through the Bank bet- 
ter than we can alone. 

Some on you say it ain't right to pay inter- 
.est to foreigners — that when we git money 
from foreigners, they keep drainin us of inter- 
est Well, that is all c^alk and water. Now 
I know we have got an everlastin new country 
to clear up yet, and if an honest industrious 
man can git a few hundred dollars lent 
to him, he can go and buy a good many 
acres, and clear it up, and sell it to these very 
foreigners, who are all the while coming out 
here to settifi among us, and they pay fifty 
times more for it than the land first cost : and 
80 our folk^* go on borxowmi and can well 



afford to pay interest, aud find themselves 
in a few years with money to lend too. And 
as Ion? as this business goes on, I, for one, am 
wiiiing to say to foreigners, as the Cape Cod 
fisherman says to the fish, when he gits on the 
hoolt, and is pullin him in — ' So long: as you 
hold on one eend, 1 will 'tother.' But folks 
abroad who liave money to lend dou't know 
our folks who go on new land ; and a good 
many on old land nother. But they know our 
Bank, aud our Canals, and Railroads, and we 
sell 'em the slock, and make 'em pay good 
premiums too : and our folks can lend their 
money to our farmers. But jf we go oa, and 
nock down this Bank when Its charter is out, 
and bring trouble on the country, fcveignen 
will say, ' Aha ! there's trouble thew !' — ba^ 
they come with their i^ck, and git thdr oto- 
ney, and keep it ; afid all our pro^mity is 
nock'd in the head ! We chartei'd this Bank 
for twenty years, and so we do Canal Compa- 
nies, and Railroad Companies ; but did we 
'mean when the time was up, to nock 'em all 
up too, and say we don't want no Bank, nora 
Canal, nor a Railroad "i It aifit- common 
honesty to say so ; and 1 won't shuffle and 
cut with you after th^ &shi(ui \ 6k make 
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what I might by a new shuffle, I wouM be 
asham'd to look one of these i&nooent for- 
eigners in the face — ^to say nothin of this long 
list of widows, and orphans, and trustees 
of estates, and old folks : many on 'em, when 
they bought the stock at a high premium, I 
suppose never thought about the charter, or 
how long it had to run, but trusted to the 
Goverment. And now if you can chizzle 
them out of their property, as you w^ll by 
puttin down this Bank^ jest to git a new shuffle 
and cut at a new one — ^without tumin as red 
asa beet when you meet 'era, I for one say I 
can't, and I won't. 

And now I'm most done — ^if I have trod on 
any one's toes, it ain't so much my fault as 
hisen ; for I tread the strait line, and tread 
OQy on toes that stick Qjtait beyend the line, and 
thafs too often the casis^th folks now^-days 
in office. 

I've tell'd you now pretty much my |>a- 
tions ; and I tell you for the last time you 
have made a mistake, and that's no disgrace 
to any man unless he tries to stic( to it after 
he knowBf i^ has made it If you don't know 
how IQ ^t the country out of the scrape 
yoa^ve got it in, the people will tell jrou pretty 
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quiek, €fi I ain't no hand at gnennu I hsrs 
now done my dnty — ^If the people don't do 
tbeim it ain't my £sinlL If they say my no- 
tions are right, theyll act on 'em ; if they say 
they are wrong, then things will go on as 
they now go, and I hope they won't git worse 
— bat that I won't promise. If things come 
to the worst, I shall suffer as little as any on 
'em, for I hain't got no wife and children to 
support (and I am sorry for those who have, 
if things are to go as they now go)j I can cut 
my fodder pretty much anywhere. 

But I lore my country, ey'ry acre on't, and 
it goes agin my grain to see any part on't 
suffer. And I know all this sufferin comes 
from party politics — ^this same party politics 
that has driv all our wisest and best men out 
of office ; and now to keep together, wants to 
git hold of the big wagon and all the money 
in it. 

My dander is up, and I had best stop now — 
for the more I think on% and the more I write 
about it, the more wrathy I git. So no more 
at present, 

From your fellow-citizen, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 



{We have received a letter, which we publish with much sat- 
is&ction, from the north part of this State, and accompanying 
it, a fine specimen of domestic manufacture in the form of an 
axe, as a present to our highly esteemed and invaluable friend 
Major Downing. We take this mode of informing our distant 
correspondents of the safe arrival of their tribute to the Major's 
public worth, and conveying to them the assurance that it will 
be faithfully deUvered to the person for whom it is designed. 
There is no such thing as calculating the extent of good which 
one patriotic and intelligent individual can accomplish, when he 
honestly devotes his time and talents to the advancement of the 
public welfare. The important truths and the sound political 
principles which Major Downing has given to his country 
through the medium of this paper have been more extensively 
circulated, and more generally read, than any other productions 
of modem times, not even excepting the Waverley novels. We 
presume the gentlemen who have acknowledged the great grat 
ification they have received from the Major's letters adopted 
this particular mode of expressing their feelings, in consequence 
of the circumstance to which they allude, viz. — the presenta- 
tion through this office of a dozen of the same kind of article 
last year to the President of the United States. — Eds.'\ 

To Theodore Dwight, Esq., Editor of the N. Y. Daily Advertiser. 

Dear Sir. — In the thriving village of Car- 
thage (not the Carthage of Q,ueen Dido on the 
coast of Africa) — but on the north bank of the 
Black River, in the county of Jefferson, and 
State of New- York, we have an Axe Factory, 
manufactured from ore on the spot. Though 
we cannot boast, like Messrs. Collins, Harri- 
son (fe Co., that ev^ery minute of the day adds one 
to the number of our well-finished axes, still we 
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rally make everyday oar oool dozen, which, as 
Gesenl Rial said of the grand scenery of the 
Highlands, we think is 'pretty well for a new 
ooDDtry.' And we also think that our axes, 
tfaoogh not as numerous, will in point of qual- 
ity bear a comparison with theirs. 

Xow while these rich and skilful mechanics 
{vesent a full dozen of their axes strongly 
packed in a highly-polished hickory box to the 
' Greatest and Best' — ^while Pomeroy pufis his 
razor-strops, by presenting a sample to the 
great rejected, and Peleg Bissell approaches 
ottr ineti^ly venerable President with bj§ of- 
fering of a chum, so simple, so plain, so desti- 
tute of gearing, and so like his own beau-ideal 
of a perfect goTomment, that the < Hero of two 
wars' 'snickers right out,' as he turns the 
crank ; we too draw near with our offering. 
It is a single axe, and is intended as a small 
token of our r^^ard for one who, as a states- 
man, a patriot, a soldier, yields to no one. 

You will of course perceive that we can 
mean no other than Major Downing, of Down- 
ingville — the bed-fellow and privy counsellor 
of 'him that was bom to command' the 
IGtchen Cabinet. And we can assure the 
Mijor that Ubs axe has more than one of the 
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requisite qualifications for a President. Its 
helve is of hickory — ^in Kentucky parlance, 
'is as savage as a meat-axe/ and of course 
< can look on blood and carnage with com- 
posure.' 

We confidently hope that the gallant Major 
will accept of this trifle as a token of the high 
estimation in which he is holden ; and, encour- 
aged by applause, go on as he has begun, sub- 
tracting every superfluous wheel from the 
government till it is reduced to a machine 
simjde as a top, and direct and energetic as a 
guiUotine. 

We intrust this present to you, Mr. Editor, 
certain that through no other channel it would 
reach the companion of the < Hero' so soon. 
We are, respectfully, 

Your obedient Servants, 

St ARKS dp Co. 

CardUii^ December 87, 1833. 

<i3 
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[We publish to-day Major Downing's lettei* acknowledging 
the receipt of the Axs from Messrs. Starks & Co., which was 
noticed some time since in our paper. The effect produced 
upon the company in the President's Chamber, when the Major 
made his appearance at the door with that implement of hus* 
bandry upon his shoulder, shows that either his prowess is 
well established at head-quarters, or that conscious guilt makes 
men cowards without any real cause of fear. On any other 
ground it is difficult to account for the sudden retreat from the 
"presence-chamber" of their master, upon the mere appear- 
ance of the Downingville hero, with such a peaceable and 
hannless mstrument in his hand as an axe. 

The mistake which the President fell into respecting the 
identity of the worthy principal of the Carthage manufactory in 
the first place, and the Government Bank Director in the second, 
is not to be wondered at. Old Gen. Starks generally made a 
good deal of scampering whenever he af^eared with a weapon 
in his hand ; and the Government Bank Director, like his re- 
nowned pame-sake of London (the Philadelphia of England) 
has rode a strange tilt lately, and appears to have " lost both 
hat and wig" in his career. Probably the Hero would have 
been led into another more classical mistake than those just 
mentioned, if Messrs. Starks & Co. had not fortunately given 
in their^letter a geographical caution against such an error, by 
an express declaration that the Carthage where they make 
axes is not the city built upon the coast of Africa by Dido, but 
a modem village upon the Black River, in this State. The ex- 
act position of it may probably be found in Spaflford's Gazetteer. 
If any doubt shall remain, after the foregoing explanation, 
upon Dr. Jackson's mind, respecting the identity of the manu- 
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jactarer of axei^ and the hercKrf Bwinington, we take the liberty 
tonfythjmkir farther mformation, on this or any other subjedt, 
to the honourable Mr. Senator HiU, from New-Hampahiie — the 
State that claims the honour of having given biifh to G^eneral 
Starka.— JBd»] 

LETTER XXV. 

Exhibition of Messrs. Storks and CoJ*s Axe at the 
Cabinet Chamber'-^ Sudden Dissolution of the As- 
sembly — Conscience has something to do with i<— 
Chratttude of an Old Roman towards a New-Cartho' 
ginian. 

To my old friend Mr. Dwight, of the N. Y. Daily Advertiser. 

Waahmgtony ^(Ml January^ 1834. 

The pill I give the Cabinet, and the rest 
of the Goverment here, on the 26th of last 
month, is jest beginnin to operate, and I don^t 
think some on 'enrwill want any more fisik 
for a good spell to come. Some of our folks^ 
make plaguy ugly faces at me, but I tell 'em 
that's a sure sign they wanted fisik ; and theyll 
all fed better to-rights. It was well I stop'd 
jest where I did in that Cabinet paper, for 
my dander was jest liftin, and if I had gone 
on only ten minits longer, I'd hit some on 'em 
so hard they wouldn't swell. 

But that din't what I want to write to you 
about now. I want to thank them folks up in 



1 

•1 



m unmBs OF 



.Qurthage, in York Stat», for the axe tfiojr 
made for me, and which they sent to you to 
tend to m& I ha^e jest got it, and it has 

tickled me eny most to death. I never got 
such a present afore in my bom days. I started 
right up-chambef with it to the Gineral, and 
bolted strait into the Cabinet-room with 
my axe on my shoulder — the Gineral was 
there with pretty much all our folks, over- 
haulin the Post-Office accounts, and tryin to 
git them strait, which is a plaguy tuff job- 
but no matter — ^in I smash'd, but afore I could 
git out one word, I never see such a scamper in. 
I turned to head some on 'em, jest to tell 'em 
what I was arter ; but it seemed the more I 
tried, the more they tried to streak it, and in 
less than one minit there warn't a livin crittur 
left but 1 and the Gineral ; and the Gineral 
somehow had got a notion in his head, and 
would a gone too, if there warn't rale pluck in 
him. He was standin up with his back ^gin 
the mantel-tree, and his hickory in his hand, 
and look'd, for all the world, as tho' he was 
jest expectin a fight. * Why,' says I, * Gine- 
ral, what on earth is all this scamperin for V 
* Well,' says he, * Major, I reckon you can tell 
better than I can.' And with that, he blinked 
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Ht me most plagily-^-and says he, 'Major, 
what is the news now?' *Why,' says 1, 
^ there ain't nothin new but this 'ere ax, and 
I brought it to show you ; it's a present to 
me,' says I, * from Starks & Co., away up in 
York State, on the Black River/ The Gine- 
ral changed face in a minit, and it was jest 
like the sun risin. He step'd up to me ahd 
took the ax, and walk'd to his chair and sat 
down, and throw'd his head back, and haw- 
haw'd right out. (It does me good in these 
times to see the Gineral tickled at any thing.) 
As soon as the Gineral could say any thing, 
says he, * Major, call back Tany, and Barry, 
and Amos, and haw haw haw,' says the Gin- 
eral ; and jest then I got the notion why they 
all scampered off so ; and I sot down right in 
front of the Gineral, and we haw-haw'd, I tell 
you, for more than half an hour. And so to- 
rights we got talkin agin, and the Gineral he 
wiped his eyes, and blew his nose, jest, for all 
the world, as tho' he had been cryin ; and says 
he, ' Major, it ain't strange they was a leetle 
afeard of yon ; for, do you know, jest as you 
come in, some on 'em was sayin about the 
plagy Post-Office aocounts-^if they didn't git 
^em stiait pretty soon, you would git at 'em 
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and chop 'em all up into minGe-meat ; and jest 
then, sure enuff, in you come,' and then, < haw 
haw haw,' says the Gineral^ agin. 'Well,' 
says he, ' Major, I'm glad that people about 
are beginnin to look at you pretty much as I 
do, I knew,' says he, ' the time would come 
when they would say I knew what was what 
Vhen I got you to be with me ; and now,' 
says he, ' Major, let's look at this ax,' — and the 
Gineral he rubbed his specs, — ' Well,' says he, 
* this is a splitter, ain't it — why,' says he, *if a 
man only got lathered he could shave him- 
self without a barber ; fpr this ax is as bright 
as a lookin-glass, and sharp as a razor ; and 
here is the maker's name too — ' Starks & Co., 
Carthage, New- York.' I do wonder now,' 
says the Gineral, ' if that ain't the same Stark 
who lick'd the British at Bennington a spell 
ago T ' I ain't certin,' says I. * Well, nor I 
nother,' says the Gineral ; ' for do you know, 
Major, I have been in so many wars myself, 
that I sometimes mix 'em up, and I have now 
got so* much to attend to here, that I am 
bother'd about names, and places, and times 
most plagily. Now there is our little District 
Attorney ; our folks tell'd me, when I appointed 
him a Bank Director that he was jest the 
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kind of man we wanted ' to ride Biddle, and 
upset him ;' and when they tell'd of < ridin, 
upsetin,' and mentioned his name, I got a 
notion 'in my head that I ciA't git out yet, 
that he may be the same man I've heard tell 
on, who took a ride once, and then wrote a 
oug account on't in poetry.' * Well,' says I, 
' I'm not certin of that nother ; but Tve got a 
notion the man you mean was John Gilpin.' 
' That's the same man, ain't it?' says the Gine- 
ral. * No,' says I, *I guess it ain't, for he lived 
in London.' * O, that makes no odds,' says 
the Gineral, ' for they used to call Philadel- 
phy the London of America.' ' Well,' says I, 

* then it must be the same — and if he's got on 
the Squire to ride him, I guess it will turn out 
pretty much such another ride; for,' says I, 

* the Squire is a pretty good horse for a tight 
pull ; but I don't think he'll stand easy under 
a saddle — ^it ain't the natur of that 'ere breed.' 

* Well, Major,' says the Gineral, * we must 
thank them folks for the ax anyhow, and as 
soon as the Senate pass upon that Message we 
sent 'em tother day, about the Lion and other 
presents, you can have the ax.' * Very well,' says 
I, 'Gineral; and if Congress don't pass upon 
something else,' says I, ' so as to git things a 
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leetle better in the money way, HI want that 

ax, for we shall all come to choppin agin for 

alirin.' 

I want you^o sfend a printed copy of this 

letter to the makers of that ax, and when you 

git all my letters to you printed in a book, 

send 'em one of the books with my thanks for 

the ax. 

Your Friend, 

J. Downing, Major, 

Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade^ 
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[We pablklL tfus moming, as waepiomised in oar paper yet- 
terday, another letter from Major Downing. The principal sab^ 
' ject of it is one of gfsat interest to &e ^xrantry at Isrge. The 
ccncems of the General Po6t-Offio&«ppear before the public in 
a most nn&YOurable light ; and it is perfectly natural that the 
President, ' whose duty it is to see the laws £uthfully executed,' 
should feel a good deal of anxiety to riiiekt one of his deficient 
servants. The Major's suggestions respecting the advantages 
of the course pursued by the Postmaster General in keeping 
back the knowledge of his official Iransajctions from Congress 
are ingenious, and probably furnish the most satisfactory vindi- 
cation of that officer that can be — certainly that has been given. 
And the mode of pleading what the lawyers call a set-off, in ad- 
justing the accounts betweoi the losses of the Post-Office, and 
the credits of the executive, though they may not be allowed 
by the Committee of Claims, will be freely admitted by every 
pers(m<who holds to the present or the next administration for 
the rewards due to pure, disinterested, uncomipted patriotinn.] 

LETTER XXVI. 

Defalcations in the Post-Office— The Major's. method 
of letting off his own Steam — The magic Specks 
screwed to a plain sight — The General takes a look at 
things as they really are — His Steam up in conse^ 
quence — The Majof^s notion of the real object of re^ 
moving the Depositee from the U, 8. Bank — The ai^ 
justmeni of accounts, by charging deficiencies . to 
account of " glory and reform,^ 

To my old Mend Mr. DwighC, of. the N. Y. Daily Advertiser. 

yVatJmgtfm, Jan. i6th, I83i. 

You remember I tell'd you a spell ago, that 
after we got the Message dope, we wufi 
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obliged to take it all to bits, and nock out a 
good many things about the 'coynts, and run 
the chance of lettrn Congress skip 'em over ; 
and I tell'd you too, that I would to rights git 
the GineraPs specs, and giv 'em a twist round 
to a plain sight, and let him take a look at 
things jest as they be, without si.bit of ^ghry* 
about 'em. Well, among them accounts we 
had got in the Message was the Post-Ofl5ce 
accounts. I didn't like the looks on 'em a bit 
at the time, but as everybody said money was 
plagy scarce everywhere, the Gineral thought 
it was natural enuf to find it pretty scarce in 
the Post-Office too. * Now,' says I, ' Gineral, 
my notion is that -we best let Major Barry tell 
his own story about it ; for as he has done so 
much in reformin things, and as we have got 
now a pretty good majority in Congress, he 
may git out of the scrape.' Well, the Gineral 
thought that was about the best way ; and 
Major Barry made his report, and tell'd a 
pretty considerable of a cute story about his 
havin found an error in the Post-Office ac- 
counts, that had been overlooked ever since 
Gineral Washington's time. I begun to think 
for a spell that would stump Congress, about 
in much as tho' tliere had been a fire in the 
Post-Offiee, pretty much like that one in the 
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Treasury last spring. But, somehow or ^ 
other, some of the plagy Senators have been * 
smell in round, and got on a track that led 'em 
right up to the fact, that the Post^Office is 
head and ears all over in debt; and that, it 
has been borrowin money for over two years 
now, and never said a word on't to Congress. 
And I am peskily afeard, that seein the Law 
says none of our folks shall borrow money 
without consent of Congress (and which, 
upon the hull, is a pretty safe law, for X^on- 
gress couldn't t^ll otherwise how the money 
was goin) — I am, I say, peskily afeard we 
can't git the Post-Office folks out of this scrape 
without reformin some on 'em. out of office. 
But as they are all our best friends, and have' 
done more for glory and reform than most 
folks, we shall lie t some on 'em resign, and then 
apint 'em to some office abroad, or git 'em into 
some place where they can git a liven without 
workin for it ; for the Gineral won^t let any 
on 'em suffer no way. 

» 

When the Gineral come to hear what the 
Senate was arter,.says he, 'Major, will them 
accounts of the I'ost-Office stand the racket, 
or not V ' Why,' says I, < Gineral, its hard tel- 
lin: but, as nigh as I can kalklate,' says I| 
Jl ga&m tbej wont m lbs w» Oon lew Mt^ 
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ties aocoants — things look plaguy crooked,' 
says I ; 'and the worst on't is, tlieia accounts 
haTe been so twisted, first one way, and then 
agin another way, that I am afeard now they 
won't stand twistin any more. The only way,' 
najs I, ' is to straiten 'em, and that's all I can 
do about 'em. But,' says I, ' if they break 
to bits in straitenin on 'em, I cant help it.' 
* Well,' says he, * Major, I wish you'd try it ; 
for,' says the Giheral, 4f we can't keep Barry 
up, there is no tellin what will become of us ; 
for it seems to me, ever since Mr. Yan Buren got 
the Post-Office Department into the Cabinet, we 
have been able to do more in ' rewardin our 
friends, and punishin our enemies/ than in all 
the rest of the departments put together.' 
' Well,' says I, * Gineral, HI try it,' says I ; and 
so the Gineral went to bed ; and I got my slate, 
and I got all the Post-Office accounts from the 
time Judge McLean left the office and Major 
Barry came into it. It took me a good spell to 
git 'em all strung out in regular order ; and jest 
as I was beginnin to sifer up, the Gineral he 
riz up in bed, and says he, ' Major, I reckon I 
can help you along.' * Well,' says I, * Gineral, 
I want all the help you can give me.' * I'm 
thinkin,' says he, ' jrou best say that it's all t)win 
10 Biddle ; thathe is<$rampin all>the pe^le he 
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can, and that be makM . niony so sicaite, feOn 
can't pay podtage ; and that if we Wd not 
take^i the deposits awny from him, things 
would be twice -as bad now.' ' Well,' says I, 
' Gineral, that is a good notion, and FU see to- 
rights how it will work among figers.' * I 
thought Fd jest tell you, Major,' says the Gin- 
eral, ' afore I forgot it, for the notion jest struck 
me as I was goin to sleep ;' euid so the Gin-* 
eral laid down, and I went to siferin agin. 

It was ihost daylight afore I got through'; 
and I finished off with the sums Major Barry 
says he has been borrowin, and left a blank 
to put in the amount- he says the Post-Office 
has overdrawn the Banks where the postages 
are kept ; for as he don't know yet what that 
amount is, I can't tell myself; tho' I suppose 
I could, upon a pinch, make nigh upon as good 
a guess at it as he could, or any one else. 
But I thought I wouldn't guess at nothin. I 
never guess when I get hold of my slate — ^I 
sifer on one, side, and then . chalk down the 
sum on tother — sa there cant be no mistake; 
When I come to figer up the hull amount tlub 
Post-Office has gone astarn since Judgl^ 
McLean left it, I begun to bile up like one' of 
old Gapt. Bunker's steam kittles ,* and I wur 
glad the Gineral was snorin, for I don't like to 
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be jpeoide see me when my steam is up ; but If 
libn't do somethin, I suppose I should blow 
up jest like a steamboat on the Massissippy — 
and so I got my ax, and down stairs I went 
with a light to the wood-house, and split up 
more than three cord and a half of hickory 
afore Igot in a good temper, and afore I 
thought it was safe to go to bed ; and then I Went 
to bed, and slept like a top till breakfast time. 

The next mornin, when the Gineral come 
into the Cabinet-room — * Well,' isays he, ' Ma- 
jor, did you finish them plaguy accounts T 
' Yes,' says I, * Gineral, I did, and split up 
wood enuf to last us a month in the bargain.' 
And I jest tell'd the Gineral a Ifttle about it 
to prepare him. * Now,' says I, * Gineral, let 
mc have your specs,' says I, ^ a minit' — ^and I 
took 'em to the window, and give the screws 
a twist, and tried 'em ; and seein every thing 
look'd naturaJ, I handed 'em to the Gineral, 
and then he and I took the slate, and went 
over the figers — both on us standin up by the 
table side by side. * First,' says I, ' there is the 
printin account and stationary of the Post- 
Office, when Mr. Adams was President ; and 
here is the account since we've been in — ^here 
if the amount of contracts for one spell, and 



tbiMre is the amount foir another^*-4ieie is th^ 
number of offices, and clarks for one spell, and 
there is the number for anotber-^-and here is 
die -cost of wages and sallarys of the . Post- 
Office when Mr. Adams^ was President ; and 
here is the cost since our time — plaguyLdeal 
of diflFerence, Gineral,' says I, ' ain't it V The 
Gineral he didn't say nothin — ^he kept his eyes 
on the slate, and his mouth nigh upon wide 
open ; ony once in a while he'd calklate on his 
fingers a spell. 'And now,' says I, * there is 
the sum Judge M'Lean left in the Post-Office 
when he went out on't ; and there,'' says-I, 
' is the sum that is now wanting in the* Post- 
Office, to make things square there, to say 
nothin of the sum Major Barry says the Post- 
Office has overdrawn firom the Banks-^-andas 
be don't know what the amount is, I don't 
nother ; and I don't care about guessin at it ; 
for it's bad enuf without guessin.' The Gin- 
eral put his eye on the last line of figers ^it 
was hard upon a million of dollars agin the 
office), and look'd and.blink'd, and began to 
dose his mouth up slowly, jest for all tha 
world like shutting up a safety valye ; and hb 
began to swell, and breathe plagy hard. I see 
the steam was gittin up. The Gineral* ho 
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\o6Vd at me ; aid I look'd at him ;. and A0I1 
we both look'd at the slateagin. Bime4)y &e 
Oineral he opened the valvei and let off the 
steam, and sich a whizzin you never heard in 
your , bom dayis. . He took my slate, and was 
jest^a goin to smash it into a thousand atoms ; 
but I got it afore it struck the floor. He then 
got his hickory, and thrash'd round a spell 
with that. But that didn't do no good. So 
says he, to-rights, ' Major, what is to be done 
about it ?' * Why,' says I, * Gineral, I don't 
aee nothin else,' says I, 'but to takemy ajt, 
and do as I did last night — ^there is a good deal 
of hickory wants splittin in the wood-house 
yet.' And with that I handed the Gineral my 
ax, and he slatted about the chamber with it 
for a spell ; and if any of our folks had come 
in then, I guess they'd found more to fear 
than when I frighted 'em so a few days ago. 

I never know'd the Gineral blow off steam 
so long as he did this time ; and I was peskily 
afear'd the boiler would burst arter all. And 

m 

so I went to work puttin out the fire ; and the 
only way was to get the specs and screw 'em 
back to ' glory' agin ; and as soon as I did 
that, we got our pipes, and sot down and talk'd 
over the matter. 
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*Now,' says I,:'Gineral, though this is 9 
bad business, it ain^t so bad as it fiifstlodat; 
In the first place,' says I, 4f Major Barry had 
borrow'd the mony of^ Squire Biddle, Con- 
gress would have known it 2 years ago, and 
the Post-Ofiice reports . wouldn't a ben as 
slick as they have been ; and we'd a had more 
trouble to git so many of our folks in, last 
election. And then, agin, by borrowin the 
jpnony of other Banks, on interest, it made 
them Banks the keener to get hold of the de- 
posits ; for if Congress wouldn't pass a law to 
pay tl^e mony borrow'd by our folks, to make 
tbi^ir accounts look square, why the deposit 
Banks could pay themselves; and now by 
gettin our mony away from Squire Biddle, 
\vho was bound by law to make a regular re- 
port to Congress of ev'ry thing, and puttin it 
in other Banks, our folks (iaxi square off a good 
many accounts, and Congress won't know 
nothin on't ; for it will take ja, pretty spry si- 
ferer to figer out all the. accounts with -so many 
new deposit Banks ;^ for we've got 'em no.w 
ptetty well mix'd up with what tl^e Treasury 
calls ^confingmt d/rafts^^ and * transfer checks} 
and ' TrecLswry v>airr(mts'} and Zekel ffigt- 
low says he could in thrte dajras ^^ tha 
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power the Goverment has ^t now, taarrani^ 
and transfer, and carUingent s^w^Yi between 
so many pockets, nigh npon the hull of the 
deposits, and nobody could never find nothin 
about it.' 

* And then, agin,' says I, * here is another 
thing — ^the people wanted ' Glory^ and they 
Wanted ^ Reform^ and they have had both 
now over 5 years; and if they expected it 
warn't a goin to cost nothin, they was mis- 
taken. And that ain't all — th^e was that 
plagy '•surplus mony' business: evrybody 
said a spell ago if somethinwarn't^one about 
itj-the country would all go to smash. Well, 
now,' says I, * we are gettin out of that scrape 
as slick as a whistle.' 

The Gineral he began to brighten up — ' Why,' 
says he, ' Major, we've been in a pashin then 
about nothin. I remember now I tell'd the 
folks in my Message a spell ago, that the 
safest place for the surplus money was in the 
pockets of the people ^ and I believe that sayin 
alone brought over more than one State to 
<mr side ; and if our people ^it the mony, it's 
all right, ain't it. Major V < Yes,' sap I ; 
'only some folks, I suppose, will set up a 
4queelin, jest like the pigs wJien they come in 
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Ik.Ieetle USo late for tfa^ir corn ; and say, altfaa^^ 
they don't belong to our party, theyVe got 
jest SB good a right to a share as we have. 
' Well,' says the Oineral, * there they are, mis- 
taken*, for Goyeroor Massy said (and that 
n^tede him Governor too), that the corn all be^ 
longed to the pigs that got into the pen afore 
the gate was shut. But, Major,' says the 
Gineral, * I am a leetle puzzled yet to know 
what account to charge that Post-OMce debt 
to. If we can only^it that right, and save 
Barry, I shall sleep sound to-night.' * Well,' 
says I, ' Gineral, there is only one account 
that will stand that charge, and a good many 
more too ; for^ a^ we go along, and Congresai 
gits to siftin things, I suppose they'll find 
out somethin more. In the first place,' says 
I, 'that fire in the Treasury last spring did a 
good deal towards settlin off a good many 
land accounts, and other accounts. If we 
don't have no more fires, or other accounts, 
and Congress presses us, we'll give them a 
lead through the new deposit Hanks a spell, 
as I have jest bin tellin ; and if they follow 
us up through that track, for some of sthese 
fellows have got goo<f noses, then we'll fetch 
UP on the cmly account I know .of, and thai 



account, as I said afore, will stand a good 
many charges yet,' ' Well, what is that ac- 
count, Major V says the Giueral — and he got 
up and looked at me. — ^'Lsst week,' says I, 
'Ginetal, was the 8th January. Now,' says I, 
' ain't that day worth a little more than ihu 
4th July?' The Ginera) gin a nod. 'Well 
then,' says I, ' there is 'Glory;' ain't that worth 
somethin V The Gineial gin another nod, 
'And there is 'Reform;' ain't that worth 
somethin ?' The Gineral noded agin. ' Well, 
now,' says I, ' put all that together, and if that 
don't make a sum of debt due you,' says I, 
' that will balance a good many accounts, I'm 
mistaken. New-Orleans, Glory, and Re- 
form,' says I, 'debtor to the Gineral.' ' That's 
enuiJ",' says the Gineral. And so that was the 
eend of the Post-OiEce accounts. 
From your Friend, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Downingrille Militia, 2d Brigade. 
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£B7 the following letter^ which we receiTed yesterday, it ap 
pears that we were correct in the opinion we expressed, re- 
specting tl^e mmor that «aT friend Major Downing had been 
mi4er the necessity of Opting the ** White licmse" at Wash 
ington. . The truth of odf suggestion is now placed beyond a 
d6ubt, as thislelter abundantly proves. The Major not only* re- 
mains ip his former station, but, obviodsly mdntains the fuU 
degree of Infuence which he -has heretofcup^ exercised over the 
proceedings and policy of " The Government." That attempts 
should be made by the Kitchen Cabinet, to thwart him in^ 
disinterested effinrts to promote £he public welfare, and to friTs- 
trate the machmations of artful, designing, and unprincipled 
men, is not to be wondered at. But it is very fortunate that our 
friend sees through their plots, and has independence to oppose 
them face to fS&ce, even in the *^ presence chamber." — Bdf,} 
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LETTER XXVII. 

The Crineral tickled, by the New-York and New- Jersey 
Legislatures — TAe Charge of Bank Bribery hits 
the wrong Side— An Indian Fashion recommended 
—An Experiment at heating one Boiler at a tirne-^ 
State of the Country — The Nub of the .Business^-- 
Heterodoxy is not my Doxy — A Game, Necromancy 
or Financy ; or Van Bur en Cups and Balls — Trans- 
fer Checks, Contingent Drafts, and Hocus Pocu^—^ 
The Gineral at bay — The- Pack driven t>ff by the 
* Major's Whijf^Scene closes vrith^ the Safety Vahe 
open, * X ^ 

To my old friend Mr. Dwight, of the N. Y. Daily Advertiser. 

' WaMngt9n,25tk/anuaryflB3i,, 

Ever since I ^d the Gineral settled th^ 

V 

Po8t-OfSce accounts, as I telM yoa in my hunu 

• . ■ ' • * o. • ■ -♦ ■ 
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bychargin the amount that Majoi:^ Barry is 
astam to 'Glory' ancT 'Reform,' the Gineral 
has beeti more easy about it than lam afeard 
other folks b6, especially some of the opposi- 
tion folks in Congress t they keep smellin 
round-T-and unless we can git up another 
nullification, there will 'be trouble, not only 
about the Post-OflBice business, but some other 
branches of the Departments. ^ 

Congress keeps hammerin away yet about 
the Deposits, and the Gineral was jest agoin to 
give up, when we got the news from Albany 
of the vote of the Legislatur there in favor of 
the Gineral in taking away the Deposits from 
' the U. S. Bank, and the vote of the New- 
Jarsey Legislatur, and strong news too that 
Rome other Legislaturs wo'd do the same. 
The Gineral was amazinly tickled, and says 
he, * Major, I reckon your notion that the 
people warn't with us on that pint, is a mis- 
take ; and now,' says the Gineral, ' I'll hang 
on and keep the Deposits, and Biddle may 
whistle for 'em.' * Well,' says I, * Gineral, 
we'll see, and as I said afore, if the people 
don't tell their Legislaturs another story, and 
Congress too, afore we are a month older, 
then,' says I, ' i know nothin on 'em.' 'Very 
well Mitfor^' sajrs the Gineral, 'we'll see.' 
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And jest then in come Amos and the Globe 
man, and some more of our folks, and lookin 
pnstty streaked too, and I got a notion right 
off there was somethin stirrin ; and so they 
be^an to tell the Gineral that Biddle was to 
work bribih all the people he could to sign 
petitions to Congress, askin to put back in the 
Bank all the Deposits agin, and to re-charter the 
Bank. 'Why,' says the Gineral, * ain't that too 
bad, Major — ^we must give the Bank,' says he, 
Hhat Latin pill, there is nothin will stop'em but 
that skiry factus' (or some sich name, the Gin- 
eral calls it). 'Now,' says I, ' Gineral, stop a 
bit,' says I; 'there is one thing puzzles me 
considerable about this bribin business^— I 
should like to know who they be who are takin 
bribes — it ain't in the natur of things,' «ays 
I, ' for Squire Biddle to bribe the friends of the 
Bank, for that would be useless — ^then,' says 
I, ' if must be that he is bribin the enemies 
of the Bank, and that's our party. Now,' 
Bays I, ' will you set by and hear folks say, 
that our party is sich a scabby -set of fellows 
as to take bribes — ^if you do,' says I, ' I wont,' 
and with that I riz up, but afore I could git 
round the comer of the table, I and the Gine* 
ral was alone agin. I sot down and said 
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nodun-T-Igntted.myleeth a a^U, but that 
didn't do much good — ^I took my knife and 
whittled , the . table, but that warn't muc]^ 
better, and the gnly way to rights that put me 
in a good temper agin, was to whistle more 
than 40 varses of Yankee Dood]e,*for I didn't 
like to say a word to thQ Gineral whilst I was 
in a pashin. The Gineral was all the while 
walkin up andddwn the room — so as soon as 
I got through whistlin, says I,^ * Gineral, I 
guess we best say nothin more about bribin,' 
says X. ' Well j' says he, * Major, I reckon you 
are right — ^for the notion never struck me 
afore that that kinder talk hits right upon 
the heads of our friends, for they are the only 
ones that need bribin.' 'Now,' says I * Gine- 
ral, jest lets you and I sit down and talk over 
this biisiness, and I'll tell you, like a true 
.friend, how the cat is goin to. jump, and if it 
don't turn out as I tell jrou, I'll give yon my 
ax, and throw in my regimentals in the bar.- 
gain ;' and so the Gineral he sot down and I 
went at it. 

* In the first place,' says I, * if I git in a 
pashin, you must keep cool — and if you git 
in a pashin I'Jl keep iJool ; but if we both git 
in a pashin, then theife is no tellin.' * WelJ,' 



Mjps theOineral, ^tbaticragoodnotiony Majo^ 
tor that^s jest the vray the logiDS do, and they 
liBtm wisdom £rom natur — ^yoa never see an 
In^ and his squaw git drunk togeth^: 
when one gits drunk, tother keeps sober, and 
so they take turn ' and turn about.' <WeII,' 
says Ij 'I never heard that afore; but I sup- 
pose, tho', they git along better when they are 
both sober.' ' Oh yes,' says the Gineral, * in 
War time that is best, but not in treaty time.' 
< WeU,' says I, ' that's no matter, that ain't 

. exactly what I am arter, but I've got a notion 
out on't which FU begin with: Some years ago 
the Yankees got drunk, and got qp a kinder 
nullification-^there warn't much in it arter 
all, according to my old friend Dwight's book, 
but folks South thought there was, and so 
they kept sobet-r-and last year the South got 
drunk) and then all North kept sober, and that 
frolic is ended. Now,' says I, 'North, and 
South,, and East, and West are all sober, and 
all shakin hands, and ^hey say we have been 
takin a drop too much — there ain't no nullifir 
cation nowhere in particular, but its all nul- 

^ lification all abDut- us, and all hands are for- 

min a ring and clpsin in upon us here, pretty 

much like a wolf hunt^d^ all say we have 

s2 



taken the money thAt bdongs to the peop^ 
and die people woh\ be content till we give it 
iq>— that'8 pretty mHch the n^ft of the busi- 
ness—rand we shall have petitions and memo- 
rials from all quarters tumUin in upon us, and 
if we don't mind them they wilJ befollow'd 
by hard nocks, jest like the story in the old 
spellin books about the old man drivin the 
boys from his apple-tree — ^he throw'd grass 
first, and that -doin no good, he tried stone3| 
and that brought 'em down pritty quick.' 

The Gineral he begun to git in a pashin^ — 
and says he, 'Major, I'm gittin mad.' * Very 
well,' says I, 'Gineral, I'll keep cool accordih 
to agreement.' And with that' the Gineral 
slatted round a spell with his hickory, and 
talked about New-Orleans, and Siminoli, 
and the jGrand Tower, and I sat whittlin all 
the while. * Why, Major,' says the Gineral, 
'I'll never give up the Deposits in the world.' 
'What,' says I, 'not if the people say we was 
wrong in tafcin 'em? Suppose the people 
say the Laws are^in us, what then ?' * Well,' 
says the Gineral, 'I've tell'd 'em that the Laws 
are only jest as I understand 'em, and nothin 
else.' ' Now,' says I, ' Gineral, suppose Clay, 
.or Calhoun, .or Webster was in your office 



and saki jesit jo^r-and you was in GoDgie8%6r 
yma one of tbe people^ and didn't i^ree with 
*em, h6w then V says I. * Oh,' says the Gin- 
eral, that's a very differept thing — any of 
them fellows would be dangerbujs- to trust with 
any kind of power.' '^ * Well,' says I, * my no- 
tion is, howseverj- that the law don't mean to 
trust nobody-~and as I am peskily afeard one 
or tother on 'em will git in here arter we go 
to the Hermitage^-I don't want to have any 
thing done now by us that they will do, and 
then tell us they only do what wd did. That's 
the only thing that puzzles me — for,' says I, 
^Qineral, sass for the goose ought to be sass 
for the gander too.' 

* Well,' says the Qineral, ' there is somethin 
in that, Major — but,' says he,^ ' I can't give up 
the Deposits anyhow*- Amos says we must 
hold on to 'em, and all pur folks say so too.' 
*Yes,* says i,-^Gineral, it's true enuflf, the 
hounds have got the stag down, and got a 
tastQ on him afore the huiiters come up^rand 
I suppose there will be leetle lefl.but the horns 
and trotters: btit,' says I, 4t am'4 right, and 
the people will tell us^ so, you may depend— 
and all I have to say is^ if what we have done 
is to he the rule hereartei, I dont know but X 
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•faouU like to be PraBdeni BEiyveK-^brfoUBi 
miglit make Laws, and ail I'd hav^ to do 
would be jest to understand 'em accordin to 
my notion.' ' 

' I don't see, Majo^' says the Ghleraly ' how 
it is you git sich odd notiofas about public sen- 
timent. 1 know I can't be mistaken, for every 
letter 1 have time to read tells me 1 am right ; 
and I read the^xlobe from one eend to t'other 
every day, and that paper tells every thing, 
and I see nothin there that tells me I am rong.' 
' Well,' says I, ' Gineral, you know you hain't 
got time to read more than one letter in a hun- 
dred that comes.' ' That's true enuff,' says the 
Gineral ; < but then our folks do, and they tell 
me every thitfg.' * Tell you every thing ? 
says I, — 'but no matter^ — and so 1 whistled 
Yankee Doodle a spell. ' No, no, Major,' says 
the Gineral, < the opposition folks throw dust 
in your eyes ; you dont see things as clear as 
the rest of our folks about us.' I jest was goin 
to speak, but findin x^y dander Was liftin, I 
had to go to whistlin agin, and it took me nigh 
upon 15 minits to git right; and -I expected 
every minit I would have to git my ax and 
split hickory a spell inJ;he bargain. 'Now.' 
says I, ^ Gineral, you are the ony man on earth 



rd l6ok at a minit, and let him say bo to me. I 
got du8t in my eyes ?' says I. 'I not know 
what' is goin on in doors and out of doors? 
why,' says I, * how 3rou talk !* ' Now,' says I, 
<you jistset still a minit, and I'll showyoii 
somethin,' sajrs I, ^ worth lookin into' — and V 
w^t into a room where Mr. Yan Buren and 
Amos ahd some more of our folks git' together 
every once in a while, to manage and talk 
over matters, and I've seen so much of the 
games play'd there, and bein naturally curious 
in most matters, I can play some on 'em nigh 
upon as slick as Mr. Van Buren himself— -but 
lie is a master^iand at it. The game they 
had been playin most at latterly was about 
managin the public money among the new 
Deposit Banks, and showin how to use the 
^transfer, cheeh? and ^contingent drafts* so 
as to puzzle folks in time and need. It wat 
done with a parcel of cups and balls, and little 
strips of paper — and did tickle me amazinly ; 
and for a spell puzzled me too^^— and so J 
thought I'd jest ^show the Giuj^ral, and see if 
it wouldn't tickle him and puzzle him too. 
And I thought I'd lel the Gineral see if there 
wam't a leetle dust in hisses too. And so I 
teonght in a hull aim fall of .tins maohiiM^. 
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And as soon as the GiHentlsaw mie, ^ Why/ 
says he, ' Major, what on earth havis you got 
there V ' Why^ says I, < it's a trifle, and Til 
tell you all about it to rights.' And so I 
placed the cups bottom up, all along in a row 
on the table, and then J gin the giiieral a hand 
full of small balls. * Now,' says I,^'I'mgoin 
to show you about as -cute a thing as you've 
seen in many a day — them cups they call 
banks, and them balls is the money we took 
from Squire Biddle's Bank ; the next thing is 
to show you how things are goin to worlf, 
now that we' vegot our money from one pocket, 
where we always know'd where to find it, 
and divided it round among twenty pockets, 
where may-be you may or may-be you may 
not find nothin at all on't — ?ind here,' says I, 
'are some leetle pieces of paper .that our 
folks make use on to. throw dust withr— n6w,' 
says I, ' Gineral, look sharp, or you're gone, 
hook and line,' says I. * It's a plaguy cunnin 
game, and I don't know sartin that I can play 
it as well as Mr. Van Buren and Amos and 
some more of them 'ere. folks, and especially 
the Treasury folksf, for they have been at it 
now off and on ever since I've been here — and 
Mr. Van Buren telPd .'em unless they ootiU 
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{day ikia game well, there was no use m takm 
away the deposits. Now,' says I, ' Ginerali 
FU b^gfn-— yoaare sarthi,' says I, 'there is a 
ball under ev'ry cup'—' O yes^' says the Gin- 
eral, ' for I jest put 'em there ;' and then I be- 
gan slidin the cups by each other, and mixin 
en 'em, and kept tsdkiu about Glory and Re- 
form, and^the 8th January^ and the Proclama* 
tion, and Veto, and Nullification, and some 
folks bein like old Hbmans bom to command, 
and others to obey, and so on : and jest as the 
Gineral took his eye off the cups and look'd at 
me, and was goin to say somethin, I.slap'd 
some cups together, and call'd out, 'Hocus* 
pocus, alicam pain, presto, e pluribus ununti, 
sine qua non, skiry factious,' says I-r-' there,' 
says I, * Gineral, that's the eend on't.' ' Well,' 
says the Gineral, * I don't see much in that, 
Major.' . * Didn't you ?' says I : * then so much 
the better for the game. I suppose, then/ 
says I, ' you think the balls are under the 
dups jest as yoi| put them.' * To be sure I 
do,' says the Gineral ; < I suq)^ted what 3roii 
was after, Major, and I kept my eye on the 
cups, and no balls cwld ever git from under 
^ti without my seeia 'em. I'd stake my lift 
011%' says the Oiaeralv ^and wbaAi nuMfe^ 



toolt'em out. ' Weil/ says the General, 'thai 
boats all the rest. Now,' says the GineraJ, 
* what game is this ? ain't this nickremancy V 
' Well,' says 1, 'Gineral, my notion is pretty 
nigh that, but Mr. Van Biiren says there ain't 
a bit of nickremancy in it — it'sonlyjfnnncery,- 
but I suppose it's a leetle of both on 'em,' 
' Well,' says the Gineral, 'its a plaguy cunniu 
game, Major, ain't it T ' O,' says I, ' it's nothin 
as I play it here — you should see Mr. Tan Bu- 
ren at one eend of a table, and honest Amos at 
t'other, and some of the folks from York State 
with the ' Safety Fund' cups, too, strung 
around the table, and all on 'em nnderstandin 
the game nigh upon as well as Mr. Van Bu- 
ren— and then they bring in the 'party cups' 
too — and such amovin and hocus-pocus work 
1 never see afore in my born days — in lookia 
sometimes I wontdnt bet I had a head oh my 
sboulders — it beate alt natur,' says I. 

' Now, Major,' says the Oineral, ' suppose 
you try it agin :' and so, as Igot my hand in, 
played it over two cr three times a leetle slicker, 
and the Gineral couldn't see the trick tto 
way — for when I'd find him watchia plaguy 
close, I'd spread the cups as far as I could 
reach, and talk about ' Glory* like all rath, and 
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tell ab^ut the people's beginnin to thin]|: thai 
some folks waa outwittin the Gineral, and 
that Congrress wouldn't go home afore they 
git all the public 'counts sifted, and the peo- 
ple's money back agin under their control ; 
and as the Gineral couldn't keep his eye op 
all the cups at once, I'd hocus-pocus agin« 
The Gineral couldn't see into it ; and he ruVd 
his specks more dian twenty times^ but that 
didn't git the dust out of his eyes ; and then 1 
tum'd to and explain'd all I know^ about it 
to the Gineral, and he tried it — and after a 
good many slips— pretty much as Major Barry 
did when he tried it-*^he get dong pretty well, 
considering. < Now, Maj<Mr,' says the Gineral, 
' suppose we try it with one cup, and put dSi 
the balls under it, and see how. the game 
works that way. I thin]s,' says the Gineral, 
< if you can outwit me then, I may as Well 
quit/ < Well,' says I, ^ Gineral, that was jiati 
my notion too.; and I tell'd our folks, and of- 
fer'd to bet any en 'em tbey oouldn'l git a 
single ball out, or git a piece of paper in tho 
place on't, without my seein it, if they only 
used one cup ; and not one on 'em would take, 
me up-«-and Tre tried it, but it won't work 
with one cup-^you muat have a good string. 
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bii 'em. Some of t>ur folks said ^liey $ould 

tbt a eup so as to play the game with, it — but 

4i6y couldn't with a plain single cup — and 

si^ein that, I stump'd 'em about the single 

cup ; they are all at work now in all parts of 

the country, inyentin a cilp with springs, and 

96rews, and slides, and holes inside onV 

♦ Well, Major,' says the Gineral, * 1 don't like 

to haTe'dust thrown in my eyes, and I never 

did like this kind of hocus-pocus work ; I 

iiever understood it; and 1 don't like this 

kind of fUckremancf/, or financy — and it ain't 

fo my fancy at any rate. Major, and it shan't 

l», that I'm detarmin'd upon'— ^nd jest then 

in come a hull raft 0f our folks from Congress, 

t(^ tell the Gineral what was goin on there ; 

and as I had this letter to write to you, I went 

into the next room ; and whilst I was writin 

ilt, I'd hear the Gineral once in a while siorxnin 

away about that plaguy game of ^jincmcyj 

ahd ^ ntjckremancpS * There won't be a dol- 

ttir left,* says the Gineral, * to pay the dd so- 

• 

gers their pensions, if we don't put a stop to 
this game ;' and then they ail goit to blustedn 
-^-4nid ^v>e must,' and ^ipe mnsn't do this and 
that.' * Oho,' thinks I, 'when folks talk of tci^ 
il^ time for me to take a hand :' and jest as I 
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was goin to start, I hesLrd the Ginoral roar ont 
for m3 ; and not knowin what was comin, I. 
jeot grab'd my' ax, ahd was alongside of him 
in a flash : and would you think it ') there 
was more thai;i fifty fellers of our folks, and 
some on 'eni from Congress too, all standin 
round in a ring, brow-beatin 4he Gineral,4ind 
tellin him not to do this, and not to do that, 
and by no means not to break their cups ; for, 
it sdQms, the Gineral- had jest threatened to 
smash 'em ;> and sui^ enuff, as soon as he saw 
me, he let drive at 'em with his hickory, and 
he sent the cups and balls into more than a 
thousand bits. 'Stand by, Major,' says the 
Gineral. * Never you fe#me, Gineral,' says 
I : but afore I had time to spit in my han Js, 
the Gineral finished the war ; there warn't a 
critter left. And ever since, the Gineral has 
bin bio win off steam ; and he hain't said a 
word to me about havin dust in my ej^ ; and 
I begin to think the Gineral finds he has had 
as. much in his'n as most folksy and so that^ 
all for the present ; only Fll jest tell you it's 
ho use for any one to attempt now to deceive 
the Gineral with new plani§, and a new Bank 
—we'll have the one we've got made a leetle 
bigger, pretty much after Mr.'Wehster's fesh* 

t3 
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km ; and that meets 1117 notion, because the 
conndy is bigger than it was 20 years ago — 
and there mustn't be no nickremancy about 
it. The Gineral says there must be only a 
plain cup, and all the balls ia it ; then there 
will be no hocus-pocus without seein the trick 
on't. 60 no more at present 
From your Friend, 

J. Downing, Major, 
Dowuingirille Militia, 2d Brigade. 
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LETTER XXTIIJ. 

More Nickremancy — The General gets his Hand 
Difference between « Tammany Man and other Men 
-^—Hints at the Origin and Object of Safety Fund 

. Banks — Character of Moneyed Aristocracies — Differ- 
ence between I and other Folks — A P.S,, ocinTUi* 
ledging the- Reception 6f another Present, 

To my old fnend Mr. Dwight, of the N. Y. Daily Advertiser. 

Wathingt<m,Jaimarf; 3l9t,l83i. 

I AND the Gineral Iiav%>had a good many 
talks about nickremancy and financy, ever 
since I show'd him that game of Mr. Van Bu* 
ren's with th^<;ups and balls; and everyday 
arter breakfast, we talk and practise a speU« 
The Gineral will say, ' Gome, Major, now let's- 
suppose this, here cup is sich a Qank, and this 
lump of sugar is the deposit in .that,* and 
then sich a cup is sich a Bank, and that 'ere 
sasser is sich a Bank ;' and so we go pn, till 
we turn bottom-up all the cups and sassers og: 
the tablifiyif^d take nigh upon half the lumps 
of sugar <mt of the wgar-dish ; and th^n w«r 
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go to movin, and slidiii; and playin hocus- 
pocus — and the Gineral gits so tickled at it 
(now he is gittin to know the game), that I 
am peskily afeard he'll forgit there is danger 
in it ; and Mr,' Van Buren has been tellin him 
' the Groverment' can't hold together no way 
Unless ilus game is kept up. . 

The news of the great meetin at Tammany 
Hall has jest got here by express ; and honest 
Amos, and Mr. Vaii Bureni anda hull raft of 
our folks come right in, enympst out of breath, 
to talk about the 'glory' on't to the Gineral ,• 
and they tell the Gineral that if ony 100 folks 
go to that ^ere Hall, there is more dependence 
to be put in thei** resolutions, than in any 
Other resolutions, no matter if all the rest of 
that big city agree to 'em. The Gineral can't 
Contradict this, because, as he^ says, Mr. Van 
Buren knows more about York State than all 
the rest of creation. I w^ tellin the Gineral 
what Zekel Bigelow tell'd me, in his letter 
about the vote of the Legislatur of York State, 
consarniti the removal of the deposits, and 
Gonsarnin the Bank — that the last election in 
York State was no guide on this matter— ^that 
die CSay ^arty, and the hull oppodi^cii party 
to US) didnH do no thin, but kept s^ffn dtmong 
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themselves, 'give 'em rope,' 'make no oppih 
sition ;' and in many places we had it all our 
own way; and that the ony fightin was 
among bur own folks ; and in some places we 
oome plaguy nigh beatin ourselves. But if 
the election was to go over now, ,the people 
wouldn't elect a critter in that state who voted 
in favour of the resolutiomir. The Qineral 
toys he don't believe it ; and that Zefcel is 
wrong ; and that Mr. Wright, in the Senate^ 
says as much— and < you can't make WrigSi 
Wnmgj Major,' says the Gineral (the Gineral 
is plaguy witty sometimes). * Well,' says I, 
'Gineral, what do you think of fliem memo* 
rials and petitions comin- on here from New^ 
York ? There is names enuff there,' sa3rs 1^ 
<to carry any election agin us.' 'Yes,' says 
the Gineral, ' there is a good many on 'em, 
sure enuff; but Mr. Van. Buren says that one 
rale Tammany man is worth a thousand .on 
'em ; and hei has written on to git up a peti* 
tion in old Tammany ; and then youll seOi 
Major, how the cat will jump. Our folks 
there have got somethin to lose, if they don't 
work sharp. The opposition folks liaven't got 
no nffigMptn lose ; and they know they haihft 
got no^^tttaoe for any vacahdes^wfienthtire 
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18 any. Now our folks have ; and that makes 
*em pretty keen.' ' Well/ says I, ' there is 
•omethin in tiiat, Gineral ; but,' says I, < sup- 
pose a n^eetin of mechanics and land-holders, 
merehants and traders, and all kind of folks 
who don't git their livin out of offices, but 
w6rk for it in trades of all kinds, and who 
have got fiunilids to support — ^folks who Jove 
the laws, and say they must be executed ; 
suppose,' says I, ' they call a meetin in New- 
York, and instead of meetin at nig^t in atav- 
em all lifted up, and with picters at thf 
windows, should all colne together at noon- 
day in the Park there in front of the City Hall, 
whete I and yeu shook hands with so many 
folks last summer, and should pass resolutions, 
tellin us they believ'd we was wrong in havin 
any thing to do with takin the public mony — 
that it belonged to Congress only to manage 
such things for them-r-and that it was owin 
to this that confidence and credit is destroy'd, 
and they are suflerin — ^how then?' says I. 
* Well,' says the Gineral, 'until the people do 
that, it ain't my fault, Major, in believin that 
they think we are doin jest right.' ' But,' says 
I, 'suppose they do so, and nigh upen ^1 the 
city goes'ftiere ?' 'Then, Major,* nsays the 
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Oineral; ^ I reckon it would stump iis-^bitt I 
suppose if we call in Mr. Van Buren, he can 
show us with the cups and balls how to play 
'em/ '-We]1,'> says I, ' he may ; hut I guess it 
would stump him too a trifle.' * 

The Gineral says Mr. Van Buren talks a 
good deal about the fear of >monied aristocra- 
cy' — but 1 can see threw thac^t pretty clear ; 
and if the people don't, too, it ain't my fetuh. 
There is one kind of monied aristocracy I am 
plaguy afeard of — and that is when politicians 
fnitnage'to git hold of the mony of ^e peoploi 
and keep turnin it to their own account, — 
first git hold of the mony that don't belong to 
'em, and then buy up* a party with it. If peo- 
ple don't keep an eye to this pint, it's all over 
with 'em. » 

* I have no fear, Gineral,? s|iys I, * of ' mo- 
nied aristocracy,' as some folks call it, pro- 
vided we let people manage their own mony 
**-and if they want to make* a Bank, and a 
good strong One too, let 'em have it-^biit let 
'em manage it themselves, or let 'em appint 
their own folks to manage it for 'em. It ain't 
in the natur of things^ for people who I^ave 
got mony to lend, to do any tbif^flgin the 
^eral prosperity c^ the counti^for if the 







*mfk prnpcr^v if k gifei into m ami, 
■r wmaaj. So dMy are the werf 
tatad of iAs wlio uxm always trjm to ke^ 

iihaiigi ihaiii>aiiAacooidimtela.ar. Wh^ierer 

Ibef take a hand m potidEs, it is to pcereat 

ynirtrmua gittin. tfringi wrong' eeod first. 

^ Mopie wiia baTe got moK J Deter wiD oon- 

la let poiiiiriana manage it Sor^eaij fae- 

tbej know finm natmr, and aB cteatioii 

itf that as soon as politicians git 

bridof ^ik&r fsBaf wm^ ibg^ uh it imnad 

plagwf gimiuuBy jest to git inta ofioe; and 

is keep tfaesHeiTes in oAse^ don't eaie 

it 0081% provided dicf pay away mony 

donf t bdoi^ to ^em.' 

Kow tfiis ii dm hull dn& of tbe bnsmess. 

Mr. Tan Baren ^ trvin plaguy hard to take the 

CiiBeral^s place, whoi the Gmerala time is 

np— and as the peo{^ doat know him as 

well as ther do the Gkierair becanse he hain^ 

fHigfat as many battieiy he is connin &oiaS 

to aecare himself on another tack, and that is, 

bf gittin the control of the mony of the 

oomitrr. This he has been to work at for a 

long while. In York Slate his party has 

hen pract^in in this way for aome years — ^fiiat, 

in lettin fam know that the ony way to git a 
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Bmaik (barter was, by promnin to dividid . jthe 
stock* round ia a partioular. way — ^but as this 
wouldr in time, aJl git back m the handa of the 
rich, or them folks who had no other way 
of nsin theur mony^ and would pay the most 
for the stock — and then they wouldn't let 
pditidians manage it for 'em. This puzzled 
Mr.Yaa.Buren a spell, till the iSb/e/^ i^Vmct 
nottsa was shown to him : now,- thinks he, 
rv6 got it ; and all that is to be done is, to 
try and make this plan work in the placeoC 
the IL S. Bank^— for Mr. Van Buren saw lottg 
ago that as ha had no hand in makin or keepia 
up the U. 6. Bank, but Mr.'Calhoun, and Mr4 
C3ay, and all the other opposite folks .to him 
bad,- he ni^turally got a notion the safost way 
was, to put down the U. S. Bank, and put hte 
Safety Fund Bank right in the {daoe oii't« 
And there ain't no other reason in the world 
why Mr. Yan Buren is opposed to the. UB, 
Banl^. And he got anoth^ notion : hh 
thought if he could ony bring aU the Safety 
Fund Banks in opposition to the U. S. Bank, 
he would figier out a pretty good sum ui 
politiofr^for as there was over 300 Stat»« 
Sanks, end ony one U. S. Bai^; it would> 
work amazin weli ia: his jCavoar-^^-^anA;^ hM 



could, OD tliat taek, out-TOte any man opposed 
to him. Bat, as I have said afore to you, in 
one of my letters, when a man attempts to 
work oat politics with mony matters, unless 
he is amazin cute, he is apt to fail — for folks 
sometimes, who stick ony to mony matters, 
and think they know all about if, find it tdms 
oat right totber way — and that^ Mr. Yan 
Bartti's tronUe now — he is ony a politician^ 
and a plag^qr cannin one too — and he is a 
master hand at manikin things, and gittin 
all his fdtks into office, and jist them kind of 
folks, too, who don't like to g^t a livin in 
any other way — and then he knows ttiey will 
work {daguy sharp for him, and to keep them* 
srires in office — and will do pretty much any 
thing, too. And then, agin, he is a master 
hand at trippin folks who stand in his way, 
and afore they know it they are flat on their 
backs. I and the Gineral laff sometimes 
right out for more than half an hour when- 
ever we talk over that business of Calhoun — 
never was a man so completely outwitted — 
and the best on*t was, Mr. Calhoun never 
coold put his finger on Mr. Yan Buren and 
say. you did this, or )'ou did that. Mr. Yan 
Barm is a rale fox in sich matters — he never 
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iBtei nobody track him if ho ean help it*^ 
he has more wit than the Gineral — ^for he 
maiiagee^ to let the Gineral take all the ro- 
qiotisibility, and he don't take a miteontt 
that^ natural enuf, too, for he knows the 
people will hurraw^ right or rong*, if they 
ony see the Gineral — ^but if they saw* any-» 
body else, they'd begin to think and talk about 
Lnw and Constitution ; and that would git 
Mr* Yan Buren in trouble right offl 
: After ta)kia oyer this matter a spell with 
the Gineral-^' Now,' sa3rs I, < Gineral, I see^ 
j^t as clear as I see you, that the hull country 
IB. goin right into trouble; and if we dcm^ 
change our course we shall all go^ hook and 
line ; for as soon as the next election comeft 
on, the people won't s^iid back to Congress 
here not a single man who says we are right 
now in what we have done — we have gone 
right agin the La^ ; and as a proof on't, look 
how things now be, compar'd with what they 
was — and if we go on so aJeetle lohger wo 
shan't be much better off than one of the 
South American Groventients, which notiody 
has got any confidence in, because the lawli 
ain't no guide there-*-^very man who gitk in 
office there follows the law jist as long a$it 



floilt hni^ and when it den^ suit him he doeg 
jbl what he pleases. Now/ 8a3rs I, ^the 
paopk of this cotmtry wonH allow that ; they 
have ande laws, and they say thej misst be 
enemted and followed, or else there ain't no 
1BH to haie any Laws. Why/ says I, ^ Gine^ 
niL il Toa wan\ here yourself the people 
would w> moie stand still and let things go 
en » dxT aie no w foin, than I would swallow 
l^snrkiduxT/aaTsI — ^'ibrtfaeland^sakey'sayB 
(.^JKtieekatii: and»as I said afine^ suppose 
any of thma efip n a it iMi iblks, soeh as Clay, 
«r Wtbim, or CyUKwn. or JUams, or any 
hid^rin cieaaai. was jitt to do some things 
w« have dsiae. and yon and I was in the 
e. er tt te&er House, or was among the 
lUKXiML wr.T/ sars L * we>i nise all creation 
jKTXt ts£ — I wQicjL* SITS I. Mn a rainit.' 
*^<4 ^ saT5 ^ne G-2>eral» -wfcai I come to 
dwTv on:*:. IfjLVC. I occi know but I woald 
UN'' hn; rS«: tbeK is a >^?t:y deal of differ- 
<«kV Sor«-,T; rSKL ifek»w^ xud Andrew Jack- 
;s»w. AJ!C w-iri isa: ibi OiDcrai nib'd his 
;^(r«^S:$. w>£ £v i «t <-!:V«e r:p :o hts eyes, and 
t^^k >»$ hK^^^rr. asii heacan fo walk up and 
^«Tk ^krr^c ^i^cQct xii^ rvfc'^aritr and the 
^^itr^ vi: ).ii^ 4id«K;:»scaticfi^* Why.' says the 
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Qineral, nothin can hold a candle to it^t wiH 
he jist like A light-house to ia.ll the fi^ks thatr 
come arter us, Major.' > Well,' says I, < GineH 
ral, that's pretty much niy notion too. But 
the worst onH is, some, Fm afear'd, will say 
that light-houses don't always stand in safe 
places — ^butsarve to tell folks 'there is danger 
nigh,* and to look out sharp or they'll go bump 
ashore. So no moi^e at present, 

From your Friend, 
X Downing, iSajor, 
Downiugville lUilitia, 2d Brigade. 

P.S,— I got your letter, which you tied ftst 

to a PcUeiit Metallic Hone and Strap j for 

Razors^ which was handed to you to send to 

me, by the maker and patentee, Mr, E. M. 

Pbmeroyj of Wallingfordy Conn. ; and who 

tells me in his letter, that heiiopes I'll accept 

oii't as a present from him. If I warn'tso 

busy I'd write him a letter of thanks. Sat jist 

to save postage, if your paper goes to Wal- 

lingford, send him one containing this letter. 

It's a complete strap as you ever see ; and as 

soon as it was known about here that I had 

received it, nigh upon all our folks have ben 

sendin to borrow it. Some on 'em won't be 

u2 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Presentation, of Committees'-^The General shows his 

. Skill in Reception — A Mistake — The Mechanics not 

Tjammany men — The real Simon Pures Coming — 

Dennis McLoony — Fwriher Particulars promised in 

the next Letter. 

To my old fiiend Mr. Dwig^t, of the N. V. Daily Advertiser. 

TVflwWf^toni 15(AjFe6rwary, 1834. 

Ever since I have bin iii the Goverment^ I 
neverhave had so much on my hands as I 
have since I wrot^ you my last letter. Folks 
are pourin in here from adl quarters, and 
foringin petitions and memorials — some on 'em 
jest as much as a man can lift ; and when 
they come to stretch them out, they kiver all 
€k)ngr6ss. Most all the Committees that, come 
on here call t6 see me and the General) and 
the \v^or^ of presentih them to the Gineral has 
kept me busy enuff, I tell you. The first and 
biggest Committee that came here was from 
the New- York Marchants and- Traders. I 
telPd tfie Gineral, says I, f now, Gineral^ is our 
time to brush up all we knownbout trade and 



Ddoiif buamflaB; for/ sBtys I, ^diem New* 
Torkera errj one on 'em has got his eye-teeth 
cut» and they hain't come down here at this 
season threw the mud for nothing says I ; 
( and as they are comin to see us to-morrow 
we better ^rtng to it now/ says I, ^ Gioend, 
and <^tevTy thing cut and driedibr'iem/ and I 
and the Gineral went to work makin a kinder 
shauifight ou' t. I see pretty quick it wouldn't 
do, tor the Gineral would fly right off the 
handle^ and talk about CUaryj and Naw^OrkaiUj 
audiifi/briNyami about kia rigAiayaodkisCro^ 
arsMMi/^and the ghbat KXFmKiMSBrr^andwind 
up by Uowing ^uire Biddle all t» apIinteiaL 
^Now; says I, ' Giuecai, that woift do al aU,' 
says I : ^ thooa ain-t the kind of ibika to talk t* 
so ; they hatn' t conw here to talk about ^ Gk^ 
ry ;- they have got eniiif of tfaat^' says I, ^'m 
NewOfork already ; and Baform^ too^' says L 
* Why/ says I, ^ Gineral^ my fiiand Zekri Bige> 
low tells n» there is so much of that in Mewr 
York, that ibiks are breakiu all to bits dioe^ 
and it has crovrd^ evry dollar out of tradei 
Now/ says I ' I guess the best way for ua is 
to hear what these ^w-Tork^ts have got to 
say> and then bow^emoffasquickasposstfale; 
aid daat ask em any qnastinsw, and thqf 
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^won't ask us any-— for if they git us oq that 
tack,' sajrs I, ^ we'll go bump ashore/now Itdl 
you ;' and so the Gineral began to think that 
was the best way, and if he was to say any 
thing in reply, it would be the old story — and 
the Gineral has tell'd that oyer so often, I think 
he could say evry word on't in his sleep. 

Well, the next momi% sure enuff, I see 'em 
comin ; and I caird the Gineral, and he took 
ills stand right in the middle of the room, and 
I stood a leetle ahead on him, 'twixt him and 
Ihe door*-^«nd in they come, jest for all the 
world as. folks come to meetitf ; and I turn'd to 
and introduced 'em to the Giiicral^ and we 
shook bands all round. The Gineral is plaguy 
eannin in such tiines«--he was mad enuff to 
snap his hidcory. right in two' pieces; but he 
pat oir a plaguy good-natur'd look ; and as 
soon as we got threw shakin hands, one oh 
%an-**4i rmie q)UBky-lookin critter, jest about 
ttcfa anotfier lookin chap as Squire Biddle, and 
t^Edlt'd about as glib about mony ihabbers^— he 
sttepp'd oat and spoke for the rest on ^m, and 
he went on now lest as eool as though he 
hftda^t lost a dollar since wei begun the war. 
He wadi as civil, too, as you ever secf ;«h0 tell^ 
Giaend pretty much how things 'w$b 
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vorkiii, and how they was goin to work ; and 
when he come to speak of the Gineral^s graful 
experiment, he tell'd him pretty plain it 
wouldn't work right. The Gineral was jest a 
goin to let him have his notions, but I puU'd 
him a twich by the coat, and he stopp'd : but 
as soon as he got threw and bow'd, the Gine- 
ral begun, and tell'd him the first go off he 
was mistaken : that there wam't a man in 
the hull State of Tennessee kndw'd half so 
much about banks, and banking, and trade, as 
he did — and so long as he was President he'd 
let folks know what was the. rale meanin of 
'Goverment.' 

Biddle was a monster, and sa was the 
Bank. Calhoun was a rascal, and so was 
Clay, and Webster, and McDuffie, and the 
hull raft of the opposition, and what puzded 
him most was to find out which was the big- 
gest rasca], the Bank or ary one of them other 
fellers, and he'd put 'em all down afore he was 
done with 'em. ' Hain't I saved the country,' 
says the Gineral, ' more than fifty times ? If 
it hadn't been for me,' says he, ' the Ingins 
would now be in Wall-street, scalpin all on 
you, and the British would be all over Ken- 
tucky, and Tennessee, and Virginny.' And 
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•80 thd Gineral went on, and I couMhi't stop 
him till he got right into ' Glory ;! and so I 
thought 'twas best to begin to bow the folks 
off; and by the time the Gineral got threw, he 
and I had it 9^\ to ourselves, and we sot down ; 
the Gineral he was a good deal struck up and 
beat out, but he is as tuff as all natur, and can 
go threw jest sich a tug evry day, ony give 
him a leetle time to take wiiid ; and sp he 
took off his specks^ and went to rubbin 'em, 
and we begun to talk about it. Says he, ' Ma- 
jor, I reckon 1 gave, 'em a 'skiery factious' 
that time;, didn't I ? Tou see,' says the Gine- 
ral, 'tasked 'em no questions, and that kept 
things snug. Do you know, Major,' says the 
Gineral, < I didn't like the looks of that feller a 
** bit who did all the talkin for his companions : 
did you understand. Major, all that he telled 
about?' says the Gineral. * Prcjtty^considera- 
Ue^'^ays I. And so I tolled it all over to the 
Gineral in my own way. 'Well,' says the 
Gineral, ' I am glad I didn't understand him, 
for now as you tell it it stumps me considera- 
ble/ The Gineral he sat still a moment, and 
begun to count, on his fingers ; and to rights 
oajr^ he, ' Major, who was that ?' ' Why,' says 
I) < GHoeral, he is tSe son of u man Fve heard 
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you IriK on a thousand times/ And la 
isoon as X spoke the name, the Gineral he 
started up, and says he, 'Major, *tis im- 
possible — -what, the son- of Rufus King ! 
Why,' says he, ^ Major, he was always one 
of my best friends, and was jest the kind of 
man I liked — he was as firm as granit, tind 
knowed more about Banks, and public matters 
than any one I ever met — ^he was a rale pat- 
riot, and an honest man.' ' Well,' says I, 
' Gineral, that you said, and I have a notion, 
too, that he was in favour of the National 
Bank, and jest sich a one as w^ got now.' 
< That is true enuft',.' says the Gineral, ' but 
that. was when 1 thought jest so too: fdlks 
should change their opinions, Major, when 
^ the Govermenf changes their'n.' *Well,' 
says T, ' I didn't think of that.' ' I wish,' says 
the Gineral, * I'd a know'd who that chap 
was ; rd a made him shake his shoes for darin 
to jine them rascally Marchants and Traders 
agin viy expeHments.^ *I guess,' says I, 

* Gineral, that wouldn't a been an easy job, 
for I kept my eye on that crittur the hull time, 
and kept thinkin all the while of what I've 
hearn you say about his father, and thinks I, 

* that's a rale chip of the old block.' But come/ 
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says I, 'Gineral, we've got more wodf to-mor- 
row; ihere'sanotliercomtnitlee from New-York 
briiigiti another mile of names, all Mechanics,' 
says I, 'rale hard-fisted fellows.' 'What,' 
says the Gineral, ' Mechanics, Major !' And 
he sprung up and danced round like a boy. 
' Them are the fellows, Major,' says he, ' strait 
from Tammany Hail,' saya the Gineral, ' now 
you'll have another story, Major — none of 
yoiir Traders and Marchants for me — there 
ain't a spark of patriotism in the hull on 'em 
— but the Mechanics — give me the Mechanics ; 
and now, Major, turn to and get a table well 
spread, and dinner on it at 12 o'clock — that's 
the rale iDorldiig-man's dinner hour : and let 
ns put on our old coats, and don't shave to- 
morrow (the Gineral is plagy cunnin in sich 
matters). So the next day, sure enufF, in they 
come, and we turned to shakin hands. 'Aha, 
my friends,' says the Gineral, 'these are the 
hands I like to shake — no glove-work here — 
you are the men to tell Congress what to do : 
and,' says the Gineral, 'any man in office, 
from the President downard, ought to mind 
what yon tell 'em.' And the Gineral walk'd 
round among 'em and shook hands agin, and 
slap'd 'em on the shoulders ; and look a quid 
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of tobacco from one on '^m, and gin another 
a chaw out of his own box ; and was as happy 
as you ever see, and spry as a cricket top. 

* Now, my friends,' says the Gineral, ' let'« 
talk over public matters :' and with that one on 
'em stepp'd out and spoke for the rest ; and I 
never in my born days heard a crittur of his 
looks and trade, talk so about Banks and 
money matters — and he began back more than 
30 years, when he was printis, and come up 
all along, and he did shave down and saw up 
party measures and party folks, and dove-tail'd 
matters so, that the Gineral was stump'd : the 
Gineral walk'd up to him and made plagy 
ugly faces at him ; but the crittur went on 
and talk'd right up to the Gineral — and there 
warn't a lump of sugar, or a drop of ile in the 
hull on't. As soon as he stopp'd, the Gineral 
gin him a hard look, and says he, * Stranger, 
what's your trade?' 'A master carpenter, 
sir,' said he. — *I was your friend, Gineral, 
and every man I employ'd was also, and we 
stuck to you till the measures of your admin- 
istration have driven us out of employ — and 
here is a blacksmith, and here is a rope- 
maker.' And so be went on pretty much 
threw all trades. ' It gives me pain, (Mineral, 
to tell you that our families—' and here he 



MAJOR J. DOWNINO* 24t 

stopp'd — ^he tried to speak, but he couldn't : he 
turn'd and walk'd to the window, and come 
back and tried it agin ; and as soon as he'd come 
to speak about unemploy'd workmen anjl 
theic families) he'd choke right up, and his 
lips would quiver ^o — I was jist agoin to step 
strait up and tell the Gineral what this man 
wanted to say — but he got goin to rights him- 
self, and wound up by bringin his fist down on 
the table so I had a notion it would go right 
threw — and the Gineral's hat on the table 
bounced up, I tell you : and says he, ' theiB 
must be a change, Gineral.' The Gineral 
didn't like the looks and talk of this crittur 
nigh as well as the Marchants and Traders' 
man the day afore. He tried 'em a spell with 

< glory and reform,' but that didn't do no good, 
and that got the Gineral's dander up, too, and 
so says he, ' Strangers, the next time you come 
to talk with ' the Goverment,' you must get 
your representatives to come with you :' but 
they tell'd the Gineral they had none, and 
hadn't had any for a long while ; but they 
would art^ next election. 

The Gineral took the hint in a minit ; and 
says he (for he was plagy struck up by it), 

< If you dare to change any of your repreewt- 
atins at the next dection (except one)i FU 
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pfQt yonr city, the hull scrape on't, over on my 
friend Swartwout's medows, in Jarsy. I'll let 
yon knoir that I am tryin an experimenij and 
will try it, come what will — I've said I would, 
and right or wrong Fll do it, if I die ten thou- 
nnd Spanish Inquisitions. And now, Stran- 
gers, clear out and go home.' And as soon 
as the Gineral put on his hat, they put on 
their'n and walk'd out. But it did make me 
fed plagy sad and heavy to see folks come so 
for, threw the middle of winter, and go home 
empty-handed. The Gineral was in a pesky 
had temper all day, and so was I ; but Mr. 
Yan Buren, and some of the Congressmen 
from York State come in, and made clear 
weather agin, by tellin us they expected ev'ry 
minit another committee from New- York, of 
the rale stuf. and no mistake about 'em, and 
right strait from Tammany Hall, too, and 
they read over the names. * There, that one,' 
says Mr. Van Buren, * is an old friend of mine, 
he was Mayor once, and is now a Banker ; 
he knows ev'ry thing, and can tell in a minit 
the difference between a crooked account and 
a fair business transaction. And here is an- 
other, he sent you a big bald-headed eagle 
OBoe, Oineral, don^ you remember ? and by- 
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the-by, Major,^ says he, ' he is one of your 
countrymen ; and the rest,' says Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, 'are all to be depended on — the first 
people of the city, in fact the party couldnl 
hang together without 'em.' * Well,' says the 
Gineral, * this is somethin like ; and now,' says 
he, * the best way would be, when they come, 
to let Congress out, and let all our folks have 
a hollow-day.' Well, sure enuff they have 
come, and we have had some on ^em here, but 
I han't got time to tell you about it in this 
letter, but will in my next. And I've got 
somethin to tell you, too, about a new man, 
jest come here all the way from Ireland ; his 
name is Dennis McLoony, he is a good- 
natured crittur, and the Gineral likes him 
nisfh tbout as much as he does me. I don't 
know what he is arter, and the Gineral don't 
nother, but he says he can do pritty much 
any thing, and he tells some plagy fiinny 
stories for us — we hain't got no office for him 
yit, but there will be some holes soon to fill 
up here ; and by his tell he can fit plagy nigh 
eny place. 

Yours, &c. 

J. DowNiNo, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 2d ftigade. 
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LETTER XXX. 

Some of the real " Simon Pures*^ at the White House 
— Awkwardness of Mr. McLooney^ a new Member of 
the Kitchen Cabinet — The General is thereby Poth- 
ered', and falls into sundry Mistakes-^PrOsperffus 
times at home — A Family Dinner — Some good Jobs 
in Prospect — A small " Business Transaction^'* with 
the Treasury — A general " Hurraw'*'* for " Glory^*^ 

' To my old friend Mr. Dwight, of the N. Y. Daily Advertiser. 

Washington, 21U February 1 1834. 

In my last letter I telPd you about my pre- 
sentin to the Gineral them two Committees 
from New York — one of the Marchants and 
Traders, and tother of the Mechanics, and 
how the Gineral thought the last come right 
from Tammany Hall, and got into a plagy 
mistake about it. But I tell'd you that the 
rale Tammany folks did come ; and now Vm 
goih to tell you what a high time we had here. 

I got the list of names of the Committee, 
and I and the Gineral went to work readin on 
'em over and over, so as to git 'em glib — so, 
when the hour come, we got the room to 
rights^ and the Gineral took his stand right in 
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the middle oQ't, and I stood a Jeetle ahead on 
him, and Dennis McLooney, who I tell'd you 
about in my last, he said he best git by the door 
with the list of names, and call 'em nut for 
us, and so let 'em come up to the Gineral one 
at a time, and then there would be no mistake 
— He said that was exactly the way at all the 
great folks' houses in Ireland. But when 
they come, you never see sich work as Dennis 
made on't — he slopped the first one ; and in- 
stead of lettin the man tell him what his name 
was, Dennis wanted to know if he was so and 
so; he took the first name on the list, and 
arter he'd tried 'em all round, he took the next 
name and tried 'era a spell at that,^and so 
on. 1 couldn't hear all that was said, for Den- 
nis ony opened the door jist wide enuff to put 
his own head out, and kept talkin and scoldin 
like all natur ; eo lo rights the Gineral call'd 
out, and says he, ' Mr. McLooney, stand aside,' 
aays he, ' and let our friends come in :' but 
Dennis jam'd the door right too, and turned 
and tell'd the Gineral he didn't believe they 
were the persons the Gineral expected ; and 
so I had to go and let 'em in myself; and to 
keep Dennis out of trouble, I tell'd him to go 
in a comer, and look and lam eometbin ot 
American maimers, afore he come to play 
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bi^ here: and 80 in they come— but tb^m 
WB8 ony three on 'em, and that made thingi 
easy for me ; and as the Gineral remembered 
as many of the names, he stepped up to 'em, 
and shook hands with 'em, and called 'em by 
the three first names on the list — to one b« 
said, < I am glad to welcome the man who 
was once Mayor of New- York, and I hope to 
see you Mayor agin,' says the Gineral — ^ and 
you, my friend, I thank you once more for 
bringing me on her«, jist arter my first electioui 
that big bald-headed eagle : I was so busy 
then I had not time to do it ; I am sorry to 
tell you that noble bird is dead,— but I pre* 
9arved all I could of him ; I stuffed my arm- 
obair cushion with his feathers; my friend 
Mrs. E. made a &n of his tail, and I keep his 
quills to write my Proclamations and Vetoes 
with :' and so the Gineral shook hands agin ; 
and. to rights, says he, ^ where is the rest on 
you V and he took np the list andread all their 
names over ; and then come trouble. They 
told the Gineral nary one on 'em ever had bin 
Mayor, and none on 'em ever sent an Eagle to 
the Gineral ; but one said he had- the honour 
of makin the forniter for the Gineraf's room, 
when he was on at York, on the Chrand tower.; 
and then he handed the Gineral hia card, tillte 



about his work; and another atepp'd up, and 
tell'd the Gineral he had the honour of sellin 
it at auction arter the Gineral was done usin 
on't ; and he gin the Gineral another card, 
tellin what his business was in York. The 
Gineral look'd at 'em a spell, and then he 
■ looked at t'other one ; but he had no card ; he 
said he didn't do no business, because he had 
an office nnder the Goverment. The Gineral 
begun to think there was another niistake; 
and he look'd at me, and I tipp'd him a wink, 
and jeat whisper'd in his ear, ' try 'em on 
Glory a speil, Gineral,' says I, 'and there will 
be no mistake arter that ;' and so the Gineral 
went at it, — and sure enuiT you never see 
critters spruce up as they did ; and the further 
the Gineral got into Glory and Reform, the 
louder these critters hurraw'd for us ; and 
Dennis got at it too ; and that made jest six 
on us, and we settled up matters as clear as a 
whistle. There wam't no distress nowhere ; 
one said, mahogany was as cheap as pine 
boards was a spell ago, and so was labour ; 
and if the Gineral would ony go on and put 
down the Bank, and would ^ive him an order 
to make him some tables, he would show the 
difference ; another said times never was beUer 
fiw his business, — for he expected this spring 
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to have the seltin of nigh upon all the house- 
hold furniture in New-York ; and the other 
said he was content, so long as the party hung; 
together, for he got his honest livin out of the 
public money, and that didn't belong to itobody 
but the Gineral ; and then we all turned too agin, 
and had another spell of Glory and hurrawin. 

The Gineral was tickled most desperately ; 
and he tell'd 'em all to stay and take dinner 
with us : and as soon as Congress was let out 
we had a good large party, and we all sot 
down and talk'd over matters ; . and as we had 
now jest the kind of folks from New- York to 
tell the Congress folks and all other friends 
what the rale state of things was North, and 
that there wam't no distress there, and them 
other fellers I tell'd you about in my last letter 
ony come here to throw dust in our eyes. 
Evry thing was now as light as sun shine, and 
it will take a good many Committees and Peti- 
tions too to make the Gineral budge an inch now; 

The General tell'd these good folks from 
Tammany Hall, he'd like to have ^em stay 
her& as long as Congress remains here, and 
they may come and put up in the White 
House, and they shan't spend a cent of their 
own money. As soon as the Gineral said tfiat, 
one on 'em got up from the taUa and waHMd 
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Touud to the Gineral, and whispered somethia 
in the Ginerai's ear. For a spell the Gineral 
looked plagy blank, and all 1 could hear him 
say was, ' What' — ' Rent' — ' Can't pay.' ' 1 
see,' says the Gineral, 'how it is — that's Bid- 
die's work — I'll disappint him:' and with that 
he call'd Amos, and whispered aomethin to 
him, and /lewhiaper'd somethin to Tawney, 
and he whisper'd agin to Major Hiair, and so 
it went round, till one on 'em got up and went 
over to the Treasury, and brought in some 
money, and the Gineral settled up that matter 
pretty quick. And so that's pretty much all 
I've got to say about this Tammany Commit- 
tee — and if you want to know about some 
other things that's goin on here that I hain't 
got time to write about, I'd advise you to read 
Dennis McLooney's letters ; he writes a leelle 
evry day to his friends in Ireland ; and to git 
it home safe, he tells me he sends his letters 
to Mr. King, who prints the New-York Amer- 
ican, Dennis and I are pretty good friends, 
considering — but he says he don't tike the 
Yankees a bit; and, to be even with him, I tell 
him 1 like his countrymen amazingly — so we 
wont quarrel on that hook. Yours, &.c. 
J. DowNiNO, Major, 
DowningviUe Militia, 3d Brigade. 
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LETTER XXXL 

A Discussion on Assassination Letters — Reflections 
thereon — TAc Major exposed to Assassination as well 
as the Gineral — This didbdlical Plot not confined to 
one Party alone — Dutch Dunder and Blixem — The 
Oinetal alarmed at the Sound only^^A Transl^iimi 
requested^ and Reasons for d^ining t^— A Lame 
Trick'^Concluded by a Hau) Haw. 

To my old friend Mr. Dwight, of the N. Y. Daily Adrertiser. 

WnUngUm, 9(M Fibmary, 1834. 

Ws have had a good deal of sport here 
lately, about a new kink our folks got into. 
Hndin things was goin pretty tnff agin us, «id 
so many Committee folks comin on here, 
pesterin on us every day with petitions and 
talk, they tho% best to put a stop to it — and 
got up some letters foil of fire, and toe, and 
brimstone, and bloody murder agin the Gine- 
ral — and threatenin on him. This, you know, 
is an old trick in the old countries — and I 
teli'd the Gineral I was peskily afear'd it 
wouldn't work well here. But they wouldn't 
take my advice — and so they got some on 
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'em prmted llie first go off, the Gineial 
had a notion it would do some good in stirin 
up our friends about the country : but when 
he and I come to consider on't, he begun to 
think it wouldn't work right — for when you 
come to think on't, it looks plagy strange that 
folks who want a recharter of a Bank should 
be cut-throats and murderers — ^for if they 
had a notion that way, they couM get 
money without comin here for it, and killin 
the Gineral, and runnin the risk of my axe 
in tlie bargain — ' And now,' says I, ' Gineral, I 
consider this business, now that it is all printed, 
a plagy small matter, and I am peskily afeard 
it will do us no good — folks will laff at it all 
about creation — and them that don't know the 
natur of our countrymen won't think so well 
on us — and I don't think it's right nother. 
But howsomever,' says I, ' since we Ve got in 
it, and some folks will laff, my notion is, we 
best begin and have some fun ourselves first ; 
and the next time all our Cabinet folks git to- 
other, I'll have my share on't at any rate.' 
And so, sure enuif, yesterday I got a chance. 
I sot down and jin'd the ring, and says I, 
« More steel and brimstotie, Gineral.' And I 
out with a hull bundle of letters— and the 



lint one I remiwm dsted avrty op io Witkh 

dale, Nevr-fiampifctre. ^ Sc^^' mj% I^ ^ ttial% 
a ralegeniwine ]evusr — frfjm a pboe irfMM 
there ain't nobody tot /aie i^^aiiiriiM; P.^Jk$ of 
onr piurty.' Tliey all ftarnj, i»«;4 ki^^ww wlaH 
was comin : and the Gioecai be mh atili iMK^kte 
8o yon ooaldo^ aae but le^tk on Jiiini. j|ii4 
so I read • — 

To Major JkmaD§, ahmfwdn? th<t <ht09nil, f 
' W0$kin$Um. J 

'Ton etarnal rascal^ — If yr/u dori^t stop 
writin letters — that keep aJl the whiSe workiu 
agin oar party — we will send folks to Wash 
ington who will chop yon up into miu'*A fiieat 
with your own axe. We drni't see how it Is 
the Gineral keeps sicli a blaste/J s/;amp sl>';«it 
him as you be — we UMhv^ you are brilMd J/y 
Biddle; for we don't see how you ^it a Dvlri 
out of your Major's c/ftntninHUmf now flMffe 
ain't no war. If the OinersI chsnj|(es h)s im^ 
tions about the Bank, it will sJI M ow);i lo 
your advice-HM) lo^ik r/tit sn/1 if Om9 tUt4iU 
comes out of this scrafM? alive^ Yfh$ «r«i s 44<s^) 



man.' 



There/ says l^ ' ainH Itiai (H siMinpur I MM 



here is one a leetle vone than that| and ii 
dated, ' DiHider Barak {* ***) Kender Hook» 
(•♦*♦) Oyerslaw.' 

But that's all the English I can rn^ke ont 
And the Oineral he looked at it, and then 
ask'd Mr. Yan Buren to read it out in English 
for us. And he took it and studied it over a 
spell, and he twisteS round, and was plagily 
put to it to know what to do about it, and 
whispered somethin to the Globe man, and he 
whispered to-^nother, and it went round. 
' Come,' says I, * let's have it.' ' Well,' says 
Mr. Yan Buren, ^ it's a pretty severe letter, but 
we best not translate it — ^I'U read it as it is, 
with pleasure.' And so he went at it after 
this fashion — and this is the copy on't : — 

Donder Barrack digt by Kmderhook op de Overdaig. 

Aan Jan DowniBg, Majoor in het zelfe huis waar den 

General woont. 

J Y bent nu een levendige man maar zo zeker 
als gy nu den Generaal aanraad om de Bank 
van de vereenigde Staaten te herstellen, zullen 
wy den honder en blixem door je slaan, en 
dan zal. je een dooije man zyn. Weet je dan 
niet dat als deeze Bank van de vereenigde 
Staaten niet vemietigd is, dat de fiegeenng 



Ikaku ASbuKftmmmigmtA m^ turn ^m^ 
▼lAeBL, OB Mynbwr Van lki«« t* t im4m$i !• 
BNtaken ? nn deeae bi Mf it oni /? 1^; j^^^ki^ 
d«l all je niel of^ioud ruet ib^. M^i^^Jt^- yt^im 
le Bchryren, en n^ inuk^c^^tii 4^i Mynif^*^ Sm* 
Bureo ouderfteund cnu d^: 1^»k /#>> U»f# Mj d » 
te atellen, eii d« aseK^ij^Ki'^^^;^ iUfiff^t' $^ 
boven te Imudeti {iMiu)>-af /: ^-'^K* ''*''' m«*»^ 
in debuik, bet tuaakt gM^ii oi«d^ lw'Jm.^J h/m: 
lydt, of boe r^ tuisum^iuiU Uiiiki<^;t |hiiA4*4j^ ^ 
wy Myiibaer Van MuoMi iiiau# >^ii;*>d«^* 
kimneia maakeu, «ti dau kmi uttiM tnt tt^tt ^U^ 
maar bewyz^a kaii dai by ii^m iHtiUnuU^mtA 
hided tfa geld daarby v^fUAHmi bM^if 4^1/ di 
Benaioen Lyat vao MyutMiiN' Vioi &iMi<^ g^ 
tdd wordeoi «o beiaaid wiHiiMi Wki ^ (/uiy 
Uoque kait, miuki^ <HAd« AU^vvWu^ ^ifM^H^, 
en alt by IhtmA^H wof^ 4¥^ /#1 by Mili^ 
ander zyne \MwitMigk^% Mhm pit ""^^/^ 
9rie$$dem M00m^u, mi ii^m '^tMyt^i im 

Oy bebt maar 4iMMr ^^ mmm ^ W^^ |iV 
gy je gedfag tiiai ir^0ra«*d^d^^>M# ^m# v^ 

Before he got half ^xi$w^ tim hUmfd \m m 

xxpj and his haur stood inwty wnf, A$iAf Mf • 
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he, ' Major, that Munds like bloody mmder 
don't it T And says I, ' there is no doubt on't 
And if Mr. Van Buren would ony give the 
English on't, it would be worse than any letter 
agin you, Gineral," says I. ' Well,' says the 
Gineral; ' il it's worse in English than it 
soiiJids in Dutch. I don't want to hear it; and 
we best stop readin any more letters about 
murder.' * Well,' says I, ' if that's enuff, I'm 
content. But,' says J, *we best git these 
printed in the Globe.' ' No, no — O no, no— 
O no,' cried out pretty much all on 'em, * they 
ain't official enuff for the Globe — ^nothin goes 
there but the rale stuff, < by Authority.' ' 

^ Well,' says I, ' if anybody says this aint as 
true as them other ones, I should like to hear 
it' And I give 'em a look, but they didn't 
say a word. ' Well,' says I, ' that ain't all ; if 
any on you want to know any thing more 
about these 'ere letters, I am willing to tell 
you who wrote 'em, and why they was written ; 
and that's a leetle more than any on you dare 
say about t'other ones. And,' says I, * that 
ain't all yet ; if any on you want me to tell 
who wrote them t'other letters, and why they 
was written, I can tell you that too,' says I. 

And with that, they all begun to look pritty 
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cloudy, and some on 'em said there warn't no 
use to say nothin more about the business. 
' Very well,* says I, * it's a nasty trick, any 
way ; it may do very well for some countries, 
but it won't do in this ; our people know a 
leetle too much to bite at sich a bait as that. 
And now,' says I, ' the next time any on you 
want to play off a rale good trick, you must 
be sartin first, to see both eends on't ; or else,' 
says I, * you'll be as bad off as my old neigh- 
bour Eliakum Doolittle, who work'd nigh 
upon a week diggin a wolf-pit, and fixen a 
trap-fall on top on't> and jest as he was baitin 
on't, he slipp'd in himself; and it warn't till 
he was enymost starved to death, afore the 
neighbours found out where he was.' 

The Gineral was tickled to death with this 
story, but our folks didn't like it a bit ; and so 
he ha-haw'd— and as I always in these hard 
times hook on to any thing worth laffin at (for 
the chance is plagy scarce)> I turn'd to, and 
join'd the Gineral, and we ha-haw'd together 
till there warn't a critter left in the room but 
me and the Gineral. And so that's all I'vb 
got to say about murder and brimstone this 
time. Yours, &c. 

J, DOWNING, Major, 
Downingville Militia, 3d Brigade, 



LETTER XXXII. 

Tie Major Ihinkt of resigning, and the General ie- 
cmaea alarmed about it — The Major''s Notions about 
the ' No Bank Experiment' — He is rather stumped — 
The Government's Scrape viilk Squire Biddte—Ttu 
General geti 'riled,' and lelU a Raciooa Slory, la 
sknw thai he understands Bonking — The Major then 
tells a t'iriaus Slory about a very wonderful old Hen 
owned by his Grandmother, the supposed ' harin' of 
which does not eiactly please the Cabinet — With 
other matters too tedious to menUori. 

To my old friend Mf. Dwight. of the N, Y. Dailj Advartieer. 
Waihmgllm.^h March, 1634. 

Ever since I wrote to you about them as- 
sassinations, and brimstone and murder letters, 
I Iiave been lookin on to see how our folks 
ate to work their way out of the scrape they 
have got Tlte GovermetU in, and I didn't 
mean to tay another word about it. Bnt as 
things are ony ^ittin worse and worse, I tellVl 
the Gineral, for the last time, if some change 
didn't take place, I must quit— for I couldn't 
stay here and have my advice put aside jest 
to suit other folks' notions — when I see, as 
plain as I could see daylight, the hull country 
goin all to smash. The Oineral was considera- 
ble stf uokup when I talked of leavin on him^ 




Uid he asked me where I was goin. ' Well,' 
says I, ' Gineral, that's pretty tuff to tell, for I 
don't see now where I can go to git rid of this 
ptag;y trouble— for it's a leetle worse than 
cholera morbus — a body could git away from 
that, but this has got now everywhere — and 
when it gits hold, kamfirc and lodnum stands 
no chance with it.' 'lam afraid, Major,' says 
the Gineral, 'yon are changin your politics.' 
' Well,' says I, 'Gineral, iE may be so — for a 
man may as well change his teeth,' says I, 
'if by keepiii his old set he can git nothing 
to bite with 'em. 

'And now,' says I, 'Gineral, jest let's yon 
and I look into this Exjieriment of yoiiin, 
and see where it is goin to land ns ; for,' says 
I, 'if I don't miss my guess, we shall turn 
heels over head to rights, and there is no 
'ellin which eend will come down first. And 
I don't see,' says 1, ' what good is to come on'l, 
even aupposin we come down feet first. 
How,' says I, ' are we goin to satisfy this ever- 
lastin batch of folks, with all tlieir little chil- 
dren who are now stifferin all about the coun- 
try by this plaguy Experiment. You might 
as well,' iiays I, 'try to make folks believe it 
will be all the better for 'em herearter, when 
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they git used to it, to take off their shoes and 
stockins and go barefoot now, and tell 'em 
that's the ony way — so that in war-time evry 
man will be ready to march, and not bother 
the country to provide shoes and stockins for 
'em. And it's pretty much iK) now with this 
plaguy No Bank ExperimenL Folks have 
got a notion that they can't git on without 
Banks — and they know, too, there must be a 
good strong one to regulate all the small ones, 
jest like the balance-wheel in a watch — ^for 
without that,' says I, ' the little wheels will all go 
wiz, and break all to bits — and you'll never know 
the time of day no more than a sun-dial will XdX 
in a snow storm. And then,' says I, ' to talk' 
about hard money, and that there mustn't be 
no other kind of money. Why,' says I, * you 
might as well tell folks to go back to shoe- 
buckles agin, when a good leather string is 
lighter and better. Now suppose,' says I, ' a 
marchant wants to send money from here to 
New-Orleans to buy cotton, or to China to buy 
tea — ^and supposin,' says I, * an old Revolu- 
tionary soldier, livin away back in the coun- 
try, sent here for his pension, and he was too 
old to come for it himself; how then,' sa3rs I, 
< would we manage to git this money in the 
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safest way possible, ary to New-Orleans to 
buy cotton, or to China to buy tea, or to the 
hands of this old soldier. If you send hard 
dollars,' says I, < in a ship, and she sinks, it's 
gone to all etarnity-^and if the pirates take 
her, it's worse yet — and if you send it by 
mail. Major Barry would have to make some 
worse contracts than we have already. This 
stumps me considerable, and I have been 
lookiainto it ever since this Bank war begun 
— and the ony way,' says I, * is to have 9, 
Bank that everybody has got confidence in, 
and have it as strong as all natur, and known 
everywhere, and then we can git round all 
these storms, and pirates, and labour of Higgiti 
hard money about. And we don't want no 
better Bank than we've got now, to do all 
this, if we ony let it alone. And the best 
proof that it is strong enuff is, that with all 
our hammerin at it we hain't shook an atom 
on't — and the more we fight agin it the worse 
it is for the people who want the money this 
Bank owns, and the Bank wants to lend its 
money, for that is its business — and when we 
tell the people that Squire Biddle is the cause 
of makin money scarce, they know that's aU 
lunkuia fiddteii 
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' Now,' says I, ' Grineral, suppose jon 

alipointed to defend the country agin an eoeaiy, 

that was comin here from abroad, bbA the 

enemy was, say 10,000 men, and they wouldn^ 

tell you where they were goin to land — bot 

you was obliged ev^ry week to tell them 

^bere your men was.' * Why,' says the Gin- 

eral, ' I'd go right down to New-Orleans and 

^hip 'eno^ jest as I did afore.' ^ But suppose,' 

gQYS Ii ' they wouldn't go there agin, but kept 

dodg}^ about along the coast from one eend to 

tother, how then ?' said I. < Then,' says the 

Gineral, ' I'd call out evry man in the country 

..-and I'd have 10,000 men in evry fort from 

New-Orleans to Downingville.' ' Well,' says 

I « that I suppose would be the ony way, and 

if it was in harvest-time it would be bad work 

for the crops.' * I couldn't help that,' says the 

Gineral, Td defend the country through 

thick and thin.' ' Well,' says I, * that's pretty 

much what Squire Biddle is arter — ^he don't 

know where we intend to attack his Bank, 

and we make him tell us evry week jest how 

the Branches stand as to strength — and we 

have tell'd him we'd break him if we can, 

iuid so, as he wouldn't be doin his duty if he 

didn't defend his Bank, he is obliged to keep 
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•«7ery point as strong as he crni, and so a good 

deal of money is idle jest as a good- many 

militia-men would be idle in the x^ar we've 

been talkin oft ; there ain't one grain of differ* 

9nce,' says I, * and^vry attack we make agin 

the Bank ony makes things worse — the people 

all about the country see this nox^, and the 

htill country is sufferin. Now,' says I, ^ Gin- 

e^l, Vm gittin a leetle ashamed ont myself— 

we have got into a scrape— I should like to 

git out on'tj and git you out on't too, if I can ; 

at any rat^,' says J, * I'll jest pack up my ax, 

and git my bundle ready, for as things are 

goin on it won't do to stay here.' 

The Gineral g6t considerable riled at this, 

and slatted round a spell, but he soon see that 

didnt do no good, for it ony set me whistlin 

Yankee Doodle-— and so to rights, sajrs he^ 

* Major, did I ever tell you that rakOQh story 

of mine, and the bee-tree, and the apple 

orchard V ^ Well,' says I, * not as I k^ows on, 

but I should like to hear it.' And- 90 the 

Gineral lie sot down and tell'd a plajg^y long 

8t0ry about his goin out ohce with a gang of 

his niggers a rakoonin.. It tvas jest arter the 

last Ingin war — and folks all about ih^ tovtn* 

try tiras b^^in to think that Gineral Wash« 

z 



M6 LKTTIERS OF 

iDgton was a fool to him. It wasn't long 
afeie he tree'd a rakoon, and he set the nig- 
gers to work cuttin down the tree. This tree 
stood right alongside an old farmer's apple 
orchard — and afore it was half cut down, a 
man cum along and asked the Gineral what 
be was arter,and he telVd him: ^Why,' says he, 
« Gineral, you are barkin up the wrong tree 
this time, for I jest see that rakoon jump to the 
next tree, and afore this he is a mile off there in 
the Woods.' The Gineral tell'd him he was 
mistaken. And jest then the old farmer cum 
out} and he asked the Gineral what on earth 
he was cuttin down that* tree for--4bat it was 
one of the best bee-trees on his farm — and had 
fupplied his family and the ndghboursround 
with honey for a good many seasons, and that 
the bees was jest swarmin agin in it. 

And with that the Gineral got wrathy, and 
tell'd the niggers to cut away, and down went 
the t^^e right across the orchard fence — and 
says the Gineral, * If the rakoon ain't there, go 
on and cut down the apple orchard till you 
find hini.' And the niggers kept at it, but 
afore they cut down many trees the old far- 
mer larnt wisdom — and he come to the Gine* 
ral, and tell'd him he was right arter all, for 
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the rakooii ipras jest where he thought he was 
—and h^ had jumped from one apple-tree to 
' another, and was now in his ce^ar.' And 
with that, the Gineral he called off the nig- 
gers, and tell'd the farmer it was well he had 
fbund the rakoon as soon as he^ did, for he'd a 
cut down evry tree in his orchard. < And so 
Iteird him,' says the Gineral 'he might keep 
the rakoon for larnin wisdom.' 

* Now,' sayls I, * Gineral, what was your 
notion.? * Why,' says he ^ « Major, if I hadn't 
done jest so, it would, a gone all round the 
country that t know'd nothin about rakoonin ; 
and it's jest so with the Bank ; if I give up 
my notion rtotr, folks will say I know nothin^ 
about Bankin ; and afore I'll do that, I'll break 
evry man in trade j from one^ eend of the coun*- 
try to the other. I'll tet folks know, afore I 
am done, that Andrew Jackson knows, as 
much of Bankin as he does of rakoonin.' 

^ Well,' says I, ' Gineral, I don't see how 
you git sich notions.' 'Nor I don't nother, 
Major,' says the Gineral } 'tat it has always 
bin my way, when I git a notion, to slick to 
it till it dies a natural death — and the more 
folks talk agin my notions, the more I stick 
to 'em«' ^ Now,^ says I^ <.GiAeral| thai was % 
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pretty good slory you've bin tellin, and I'd 
tike to tell you one.' And the Gineial he 
fiii'd his pipe, and I began : — ' A spell ago,' 
says I, ' my old Grandmother Danforth — by 
my mother's side — you know,' says I, ' Gine- 
ral, my mother was a Danforth :' and so I 
tetl'd the Gineral as far as I could all about 
the hull Danforth family; and gittin thai 
strait, I got back agin to my old Grandmother 
Danforth. ' Well,' says T, ' she owned an old 
hen, that was one of the curiestest critters that 
ever ciuck'd. This old hen was never re- 
markable for laying eggs — but she was a 
master-hand in hatchin on 'em : my old 
Grandmother Danforth used to keep this old 
critter always busy; andasfastasshehatch'd 
one batch, she'd stick under her another : it 
got so at last, all the other fowU about the place 
would come and slide themselves in alongside 
this old hen, and lay theii eggs in her nest — 
sometimes ducks — sometimea geese— ^and 
sometimes dunghill fowls and bantums — jt 
made no odds which : this old hen wonid 
hatch 'em all out^ and was jest as tickled evry 
moroin when the young ones would crawl 
out of the nest as thou^ she had laid the egga 
herself — and was all the while raffled tad 
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rumpled, and ready for a fight.' And so I 
tell'd the Gineral a good long story about this 
old hen, and about her troubles,-^and how the 
other fowls used to impose upci^er, and so 
forth* 

The Gineral was a good deal taken with 
this story ; and he has been tellin on't to Mr. 
Tan Buren, and Amos Kindle, and the rest of 
the Cabinet — and one on 'em came to me t^ 
tmow what barin that story had on The Gov- 
erment-: and aU I could say about it was, that 
the Gineral tell'd me his^rakoon story, to show 
how important it was for him to stick to 
a notion, right or rong ; and as he didn't know 
exactly how he got his notions, I thought I'd 
tell him the story of my old Grandmother 
Danforth's hen, and see if that would throw 
any light on't. 

Then they wanted to know if I intended to 
compare the Gineral to that old hen ? and I 
tell'd 'em it wan't so much my business as 
other folks' ; it was enuff for me to tell the 
story jist as it was. ' One thing, howsever,' 
says I, 4s pretty sartin, and that is, thai the 
Gineral has got some plagy odd fowls about 
him ; and that pretty much all on 'em have 
beeit droppin their eggs under him to hatch 

z2 
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for 'em, and,|iothin has come out of the nest 
yet that the people like. And,' says I,r'if 
some on you don't manage to stand aside and 
let an egg g^n the nest worth hatchin, I am 
peskily afraid the people won't stand it much 
longer, but will make a dean sweep of the 
hull on you, and break up the old nest in the 
bargain ; and so,' says I, ' that's all, for the 
present' 

Your old Friend^ ^^ 

J. Downing, Major, 

Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 



Messrs. Harper &, Brothers : 

Dear Sirs, 
Major Downing writes to me, sayin that his mt/t- 
tary likeness at the top of the Downingville folks 
aint considered as good as one the Gineral got 
Major Earl to take, and which hangs up in the 
GineraPs bed-room, — and the Major says the Gin- 
eral wants you to put a copy onH in the next edi- 
tion of the Major's Letters. It is a full length like^ 
ness of the Major in his political character, readin 
one of his own letters in print to the Gineral, and is 
consider'd one of the most perfect likenesses now 
goin. I don't think I ever saw a better one in my 
bom days. 

Your Obedient Sarvant, 
Zekel Bigelow, 

Broker and Banker, 
WaU-street. 



The reader will find the portrait, abovo referred 
to by Mr. Bigelow, on the fourth page of the pres- 
ent edition of the Major's Letters. 
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APPBNDIZ. 

F^rom th8 Albany DaUy Advertiser. 

ACajob Jack Downing. — We think the jeu d'esprit played 
off by the oppodtion wags in this character are the oest thing* 
which have appeared in me newspapers for years. It is evident 
that the letters which have from time to time appeared under 
the hand and seal of the Major have been the result of great 
humour and talent. Their unbounded popularity brought vari« 
ous authors into the fie^d ; and although Major Jack was not 
always in keeping with himself, still a general identity preserved 
the effect of his numerous epistohuy efforts. We are not sur- 
prised that the collar presses have at last come out a^^ainst the 
Major. They call him the e^iring wit of the opposition. We 
doubt whether tMis is so. We fancy that the Major will yet 
live to do }m country service. 

One of the neatefctnits which the unsophisticated Major made, 
was that ia w^h he mentioned the conduct of the Vice Fieai" 
dent, who, after a toss in the air by his restiff steed, so violent 
that it was impossible to tell which end was uppermost, came 
down upon his feet in Deacon Willoby's potato-patch, and im- 
mediately commenced bowing to the asfiembled multitude, just 
as if nothing had happened. 

From the Neu>-York American^ Dec. 7, 1833. 

But for the letters published originally in the New- York Daily 
Advertiser, and republished with the greatest avidity in almost 
every newspaper in the country. Major Downing would not have 
been by any means recognised, as he now is, as one of the first 
ccmfidentiai advisers that ever stood between a people and their 
ruler. The Major is evidently a favourite of the people, and 
by his own showing (in which we trust he is not mistaken) he 
stands unrivalled in the estimation of the President ; and has so 
ingeniously placed himself as to defy any power, legislative, 
executive, or judicial, to oust him from his position. 



From the Daily Advertiser ^ Dec. 13, 1833. 

Major Downing in England. — These inimitable^letters, 
which first appeared in this paper, have been almost univei™ly re- 
published by the journals in this country. They have noWimched 
London, and are copied with avidity in the leading journals of that 
city, and bid fair to be as extensively read in England as in this 
country. We regret exceedingly that they cannot be appre- 
ciated by an English reader with the same zest as by an Amer- 
ican. The characters drawn, the masterly points made by the 
Major, must be lost to those who cannot, from the nature of the 
case, be acquainted with them. With all those disadvantages, 
it is no Hnall credit to the talent of the author Tand to the 
readers) that they should be thus favourably recaiveoL 



From tkt Co mn u rd ai Hmdd, 

Oor friend Maior Downing has been knocking for thraft or 
Ibar days at our door for admission, and was on the ere of being 
admitted when Mr. M'Duf&e thrust him aside. We admit him 
this morning, not doubting that our readers will greet hooo. 



From a Virginia paper. 

Major Jack Downing is becoming decidedly more popula. 
than the Oineral himseUl The Major has had an oara presented 
him in York State, and forwarded on to him at Washington, 
while the Gineral has had a broom in Alexandria for moie than 
a month, and none so kind as to deliver it to him. This looks 
squally. What a pity the axe and broom had not t)een receiTed 
at the same moment ! — the Major might have chopped the K. 
Cabinet into mince-meat, and the CHneral done " tne sweeping 
out" 



From the New- York American^ Nov. It 1833. 

Major Downing — the only writer who, in our day, has 
tieated political matters with equal humour and acuteness. 

From the New-England W^kly Retdew. 

There is about as eager a curiosity to know the author of tha 

Cnuine letters of Major Downing, as there used to be about the 
ters of Junius. 



From a Newark paper. 

Natiyi Mxrit. — Among the eminent men of our country 
who have risen to distinction, without the factitious advantages 
of birth or fortune, through the mere force of merit, — the innate, 
Imoyant energies of a great mind, — ^Major Downing, of Down- 
ingville, the confidante of the President, and correspondent of 
the New -York Daily Advertiser, stands pre-eminent— nigh above 
his contemporaries in all that enters into the composition of a 
grea^ cliaracter,— a noble, ingenuous spirit ** that takes no pri- 
vate iMF^' — an acute, comprehensive mind,— habits of observa. 
turn a&d research, — a nrofound acquaintance with human nature. 
— ^nagnanimous and orave, feared at court, and a favourite of 
the people. In the two latter attributes he bids fair to excel the 
great master whom it was once his slory to serve, as he has 
WBg been confessedly superior to aU rivalry in every other. 
The pen, the pencil, and the oress have dedicated their best ear? 
vices to do him honour ; the Wandering Piper pipes his praise ; 
and the muses have pronounced his &me, in high poetic strain*, 
^nm the top of Ida. 



APPKNDIX^ 

Froma Philadelphia paper. 

We have the pleasure of presenting our readers with a N 
▼ear's treat, in the excellent letter from Major Jack Downing, to 
be found in another column. 



From the Philadelphia Gazette. 

Major Downing's letter to the Cabinet proper is a document 
of unusual interest. His vie#8 on the nature of the U. S. Bank 
and the currency of the country develop an intimate acquaint- 
ance with financial business. The analogy between the bank 
and the Conestoga wagon is ^ood, and the steamboat simile is 
not Idis excellent. The Major's letters evidently increase in 
interest 



From the New-York Evening Star. - 

Major Downing. — He stands on the highest pinnacle of 
Fame's temple, acknowledged by everyone to be the first statM- 
man, the most profound thinker, forcible writer, and purest 
patnot of the age. His tact and sagacity in discovering facts, 
and causes, and motives are equalled only by his astmiishing 
power of description; and in the faculty of making his narra- 
tives and disquisitions attractive by the judicious, but liberal 
employment of wit, humour, and playful, yet apt illustrations 
he nas never had a superior. His most finished productions are 
those addressed in fact to the people of this city, but nominally 
to his old friend Mr. Dwight ; and when these are collected 
which we understand to be in contemplation, there can be no 
doubt that the sale will be tremencious. 



The Publishers deem it due to Majoi Downing to 
state, that the preceding are but a very few of the 
iiumerous notices which have appeared in different 
parts of the country in commendation of his interest- 
ing and very valuable Letters. Those whicli are 
here introduced will, however, afford sufficient evi- 
dence of the unprecedented popularity of the Major's 
correspondence, and of the extent to which it has 
been already appreciated. 



PROSPECTUS 



or THB 

LIBRARY OF SELECT NOVELS. 



FicTmoira composition is now tdmitted to finrm an extendre and im* 
pmrtant portion of literature. Well-wrouglit novels take their rank by tbe 
aide of refd narratives, and are appealedto as evidence in all qoestiooa 
concerning man. In them ttie customs or countries, the transitions and 
shades of character, and even the very peculiarities or costume and dia- 
lect, are curiously preserved ; and the imperishable spirit that surrounds 
and keeps them for the use of successive generations renders the rarities 
for ever fVesh and green. In them human life is laid down as on • map. 
The strong and vivid exhibitions of passion and of character which they . 
fUmish, acquire and maintain the strongest hold upon the omriosity, and^ 
it may be added, the affections of every class of readeni ; for not only is 
entertainment in all the various moods of tragedy and comedy provided in 
their pages, but he who reads them attentively may often obtain, without 
tbe bitterness and danger of experience, that knowledge of his fellow- 
ereatnres which but for such aid could, in tbe majority of cases, be only 
Mwnired at a period of lifo too late to turn it to account. 

TMs " Library of Select Novels" will embrace none but such as have 
received the impress of general approbation, or have been wiitten by 
authors of established character ; and tbe publishers hope to receive such 
encouragement (Vom the public patronage as will enable them in the 
conrse of time to produce a series of works of uniform appearance, and 
including most of the really valuable novels and romances that have been 
or shall be issued fVom the modern English and American press. 

There is scarcely any question connected with the interests of literature 
which has been more thoroughly discussed and investigated than that of 
the utility or evil of novel reading. In its flivour much may be and has 
been said, and it must be admitted that the reasonings of those who be- 
Ueve novels to be injurious, or at least useless, are not without force and 
plausibility. Yet, if the arguments against novels are closely examined* 
it will be found that they are more applicable in general to excessive in- 
dulgence in the pleasures afforded by the perusal of fictitious adventures 
than to the works themselves'; and that the, evils which can be justly 
ascribed to them arise almoet exclusively, not from any peculiar noxious 
qualities that can be fairly attributed to novels as a species, but flrom those 
individual works which in their class must be pronounced to be indif- 
forent. 

But even were it otherwise — were novels of every kind, tbe good as 
well as the bad, the striking and animated not less than tbe puerile, in- 
deed liaWe to the charge of enfeebling or pervertinz the mind ; and were 
there no qualities in any which might render them Instructive as well as 
amusing — the universal acceptation which they have ever received, and 
still continue in receive, IVom all ages and danes of men, would prove 
an irresistible incentive to their production. The remonstmnees of moral-' 
ists and the reasonings of philosophy have ever been, and will still bo 
found., unavailing agaiuHt the desire to partake of an enjoyment so attrac- 
tive. Men will read novels ; and therefore the utmost that wisdom and 
lAilsathropy can do is to cater prudently for the public ajmetite, and, as it 
Mi-bopsless to attempt the exclusion of fictitious writings Iron^ the shelves 
of the library, to see that they are eneumberad with the least possihl* 
BtaibtK of siidi as Iivre 110 other nMtt than that of novelty. 
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HARPEirS FAMILY LIBRARY. 

D B S I 6 If £ D FOR ADULT PERSONS 



** Books that you may carry to tkejire^ and hoid readily in your hand, 
are the nuM usef^ after M, A man wiU o^ten look at tkim. and bt 
tempted to go oUj when he would have heenfnghtened at backs of a Uurgar 
aizcy and of a more erudite appatratice." — Vb.. Johksoii. 

The praprietora oT the Family Library ftel tbemselvea atimalated to 
inerened exertions by the distinguished favour with which it has already 
been received. 

The volumes now before the public may be confidently appealed to 
as proolis of zeal on the part of the publishers to present to their readors 
a series of productions, which, as they are connected, not with ephemeral, 
but with permanent subjects, may, years hence as well as now, be con- 
sulted for lively amusement as well as solid instruction. 

To render this Library still more worthy of patronage, the proprie- 
tors propose incorporating in it such works of interest and value as 
may appear in the various Libraries and Miscellanies now preparin|[ in 
Europe, particulariy** Constable's Miscellany,'' the *' Edinburgh CiUMnet* 
Library. <&c. All these productions, as they emanate ttom the pressi 
will be submitted to literary gentlemen for inspection ; and none will be 
reprinted but such as shall be found calculated to sustain the exalted 
character which this Library has already acquired. 

Several well-known authors have been engaged to prepero for it original 
works of an American character, on History, Biography, Travels, 6cc, Ac 

Every distinct subject will in general be comprehended in one vc^auM, 
or at most in three volumes, which may form either a portion of the 
series or a complete work by itself; and each volume will be embellished 
with appropriate engravings. 

The entire series will be the production of authors of eminence, who 
have acquired celebrity by their literary labours, and whose names, as 
they appear in succession, will afford the surest guarantee to the public 
for the satisfactory manner in which the subjects will be treated. 

Such is the plan by which it is intended to form an American Famiiff 
Library^ comprising all that is valuable in those branches of knowledgs 
which most happily unite entertainment with instruction. The utSMMt 
care will be taken, not only to exclude whatever can have an injurious 
influence on 'he mind, but to embrace everything calculated to streugthea 
the best and most salutary impressions. 

With these arrangements and facilities, the publishers flatter them* 
selves that they shall be able to present to their fellow-citizens a work 
of unparalleled merit and cheapness, embracing subjects adapted to ail 
classes of readers, and forming a body of literature deserving the praise 
of having instructed many, and amused all ; and above every other spe> 
cies of eulogy, of being flt to be introdnced, without reserve or exception, 
by the father of a fUmily to the domestic circle. Meanwhile, the very low 
price at which it is churored renders more extensive patronage necessary 
for its support and prosecution. The rmmedto/e encouragement, there* 
fore, of ihose who approve its plan and execution is respectfully solicited. 
The work may be obtained in complete sets, or in separate aumbera^ 
finom the principal bocAsellers throughoot the Unitsd Scatss. 






Notices of the Family Library* 

<*Tlio pnblishera bave hitherto AiUy deserred thdr daQy hicressinff 
teputation by the good taste and judgment which have influenced tlm 
■sections of works fbr the Family Library."— jiUony Daily Advertiur* 

« The Family Library— A title which, firom the Taluable and entertain- 
ing matter the collection contains, as well as from the careAilttyle of ita 
execution, it well deserves. No family, indeed, in which there are chil- 
dran to be brought up, ought to be without t£ls Library, as it nimishes 
the readiest resources for that education which ought to accompany or 
iueceed that of the boarding-school or tie academy, and is hiflnitely mors 
•iKiducive than either to the cultivation of the intellect."— JMoiUiUy Rjeviea, 

Tt !s the duty of every person having a fhroily to put this excellent 
Library into the hands of his children."— J\r. Y. Mercantile Advertiser. 

** It is one of the recommendations ^of the Family Library, that it em- 
braces a large circle of interesting mattier, of important inJbmaUon wod 
agreeable entertainment, in a concise manner and a cheap form. It in 
eminently calculated for a popular series— published at a price so low, 
that persons of the most moderate income may purchase it— combining n. 
flatter and a style that the most ordinary mind may comprehend it, at too 
same time that it is calculated to raise the moral and intellectaal character 
of the people." — CvnsteUation. 

** We have repeatedly borne testimony to the utility of this work. It it 
one of the best that has ever been issued from the American press, and 
should be iu the library of every fhmily desirous of treasuring up osefril 
knowledge." — Boston Statesman. 

" We ventnre the assertion tbat there is no publication in the country 
more suitably adapted to the taste and requirements of the great mass or 
community, or better calculated to raistf the intellectual character of the 
middling classes of society, than the Family Library." — Boston Masomc 
Mirror. 

** We have so often recommended this enterprising and useAil publlcs- 
tkm (the Family Library), that we can here only j<dd, that each succe»> 
idve number appears to confirm its merited popularity."— iV. y. American. 

**The little volumes of this series truly comport with their title, and are 
in themselvee a Family Library."— N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 

** We recommend the whole set of the Family Library as one of the 
dieapest means of affording pleasing instruction, and imparting a proper 
plMe in books, with which we are acquainted."— 17. 5. Gazette. 

"It will prove Instructing and amusing to all classes. We are pleased 
to leem that the works comprising this Library have become, as they 
osght to be, quite popular among tbe heads ef fhmilles."— JV. Y. Gazette. 

'"The Family Library is, what its name impliee, a eolleetion of varione 
original works of the Hit kind, containing reading nsefhl and inter«rtiikg 
to the fhmily circle. It is neatly printed, and should be in every fhmfly 
that can afibrd itr-the price being mod»nie.**—Neu}-BnglandPaUadium> 

" We are pleased to see that the publishers have obtainel enfficient en- 
eouragement to continue their valuable Family Library."-*||ilrJmor« JKe- 
fubliean. ■. . 

* Tbe Ftoiily Library presents, in a compendious and convenient flmn* 
wdl-wTitten histories of^ popular men, kingdoms, sciences, ice, arranged 
and edited by able writers, and drawn entirely ttom the most correct and 
■oeredited antlu nities. It is, as it professes to be, a Family Library, from 
ivblch, at little expan8e» a hoiMehold may prepare themselves Ibr a um- 
ddevatlon oftbttnelenetttary snbjects of education and society, without a 
doe aequabttaaM witk whidi neither man nor woman has claim to be 
mil bmd.ar to tilH their proper place amoof those with whom they 






FAMILY CLASSICAL LIBRART 



Tbb Fublishera have much pleasure in recording 
the followmg testimonials in recommendation of the 
FSamily Classical Library. 

**Mr. Valpy haa pcofwtaA a ^mHy Cla$aieal labrary. Tbe idaa is 
•■eaUent, and the work caaBOC (Ul to ba acceptable to yoath of both aexea^ 
aa wall aa to a large portioa of the reading commanity, who have not had 
the beaeOt of a learned edvcatkMi.'*— ^enC^emon'x Magcaine^ Dec. 18991 

" Wu haaa hui o fh« rnmi — nrn n mn t nf annthnr nnilnneUnc fbrtiM mora 
g u n e ra l ditfiianion of koofwledge, and one which, if as well coodiicted 
aa we may axpect, bida fhir to oectipy aa enlarged atation in oar imaaa- 
dfate literature. The TolQiiie belbre na ia a apecimen well calculated ta 
rseommend what are to fbUow. Leland^a Demoatheoea ia aa exeeilant 
wmk.7*—Lit. Gazette, 

** Thia work will be raeeiTed with peat gratificatioa hy erery man wte 
koowaUie Taloeof claaaical knowlei^e. All that we call parity of taaca, 
Tigoor of style, and forceofthooght^haa either been taught to the modem 
laorl'l by the atndy of the cleaaire, or haa been guided and reatruned by 
Ikaae illnathmis raodela. To eztraui the knowledge of auch worka ia lo 
to a public aernoe.'*— Court Jaumtd. 

**■ The Family Clasncal Litrary ta anolliar of those cheap, aaelhl, and 
alagant works, which we lately apoke of aa fivming an era in our pul^ 
ttahing liiatory.** — .^actator. 

**Tha p aaent oa aaenw daatined to ha bonoorably dlatinguiahed to. 
tttanry hiatory by the high character of the worka to which it ia aoccas- 
arreiy giTing birth. Proudly independent of the fleeting taate of die day, 
they boast aabstantiaHNrorth which nan nerer be disregarded ; they pal 
ftrth a claim to permanent eatimation. The Family Classical labrcay ia 
a noble undertaking, which the name of the editor assures us will be exe- 
cuted in a style worthy of the great ohginala.** — 'Maming Post. 

** This is a very promising speculation ; and aa the taste of tbe day rana 
Juat now Tery strongly m (hrour of such BGaceUaniea, we doubt not it 
will meet wita proportionate aucceaa. It needa no adTentitiooa aid, how- 
aver influential ; it has quite sufficient merit to enable it to aland on 
ks own foundation, and will doubtless assume a lofty grute ia public 
ftrour " — Suit 

" This work, published at a low price, ia beautiAilIy got up. llioufh 
to profess to be cooteat with translatioaa of tbe daaincs haa ban an- 
nounced as * tbe thia fisguiae of indcrience,' there are thoaaanda wtia 
h^e no leisure for atodying the dead languages, who would yet like to 
know what was thought and aaid by the aagea aad poeta of antiquity. 
To then* this work will be a treaaure." — Swday Tltmer. 

**Thi8 design, which is to caounanirate a knowledge of 0ie maaC 
aateamad authors of Greece and Room, by the laaat approred tranalatioBa, 
lath naa firoaawhom thair traaaurea, without each aaaiataoca, woald ba 
feMden, mart aurely ba approved by every fhend of literature, by erery 
«f mankind. We ahall only aay of tbe flrat volume, that aa the 
rioL well accofda with the deaign, it mnat ^ttnimfnA genani appco- 
i,*—Tke Observer. 

*• We aea no reaaoa why thia work ahould aat ted fta amy into tha 
kaaioir of the lady, aawaU as into the library of ttalaaraad. biaeheaa, 
partahla»aadaltticatteraworkwhiekBMyaaMyfea|lMiilB ttafeaafi 
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